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2010 HOLIDAY GALA

60h What a Nigit5 SOSYo6 SNIEo I O1 Ay Xo
Frankie Valle & the Four Seasons

By Editor

2SSttt 6S RARYQUO KIFI@S CNIYylAS xzFfttS gAGK
Club of Fairfax was decked out in all its holidplendor, our dining room, already
beautifully decorated, was further enhanced by table center pieces provided by
Dave and Sarah Gunnarson and a lighted woodie display brought by Cliff Green
adorned the table adjacent to the Christmas tree where we staspdéid we

brought to exchangeh dzZNJ YSNNE 3INRdzL) 2F dadzadzZ £ & dzal
joined new members Wayne and Jane Chadderton who were attending their first
NVRG evenand Kathy Cummings, recently married to ldimge NVRG member,

Lea Congratulaions, Leo and Kathy! f 42 22 Ay Ay 3 dza o6l a { GS¢«
was getting set to celebrate his 9birthday the following day. Several of us took advantage of the liquid
libations available at the cash bar while waiting for others to join us.

After a suitable period of imbibing, mingling and socializing, the chimes sounded, signaling it was tim
down for dinner. Dave Westrate once again said Grace before we settled in to do some serious dar
our waistlines and cholesterol count. Tihandsdown favorite entrée was the wonderfully prepafélet

Mignon topped with Brandy Peppercorn Sau&gting in rounds of ten we all had the opportunity to rene
old friendships or make new acquaintances. Helen and | had the good fortune of sittandgahte with

Wayne and Jane Chadderton and found out that Wayne is getting ready to retire and in preparation f
he and Judy had recently purchased a fully restored 1934 Deluxe Fordor to go along with their sail bo
during the course of ouridner conversation Wayne told me about a unique selfivice garage in Sterling

Gala continued on Page !



Up Front with the President

January 2011

Happy New Year to my fellow-8/and HV12 enthusiasts in the Northern Virginia Regional Grddgnry
C2NR 2y O0S alFAR GKIFIGd aLFT SOSNEBE2YS A& Y2Q0Ay3 F2NBI NR
g2NRa FNRBY GKS YIYy FTNRBY 5SINbB2NYyo LQ@S o6SSy I YSY
@SIFNE YR LQ@S inauSetlousan8syoN#m@.a FrdmRolittthé on National meets to Christmas
parties From the Fairfax Car show to the Valve Clatter and Web Page, the hallmark of the Northern Virginia
Regional Group is participation and a willingness to move the club forwandte fun things.

As noted by other incoming president realize | have big shoes to fill. Over the past two ViegcsSumner
has done an outstanding job as president, as have all his predecessors. Being able to serve as your president is
anhonora® LQY 3IfI R (2 KI@S GKS 2 LI NI dzy A {f pear @sSa-RegiofiaK A &
Group and that means that 2011 is going to be a fun year. Full of great events, meetings, tours, and most of all,
Early FordW &> [ Ay 02 y Qe havg éhe of thd\diberziiB, Gy@atic and energetic Regional Groups
I NPdzyRd ¢KS b+xwD YSYOSNAR KI @S I gARS NIy3aS 2F OF NAZX
addition, we have an incredible cadre of technical experts who know what ntlagss cars tick and enough fun
in our hobby to make it a family affair to boot.

Naturally, with a new year and a new president, there are some other changes as well. | would like to re
ognize our new board membeMark Luposellowho is taking over the role of property manager. Welcome
aboard Mark! Continuing in there roles from last year @it#f Greenas SecretaryJohn Ryaras Treasureave
Gunnarsonin the membership role, anBric Sumneas immediate past presidens@rogram chair. Rick Parker
is the NVRG Web Mastddon Lombardcontinues to document our progress as Historian &moh Burndgs the
able editor of the Valve Clatter. To fill out the team for 2011, please also welcom#énth®lcDaniewho is
joining the teamas vice president.

Of course what makes the NVRG such a dynamic and fun group is our member participation. | encourage
you to get involved in any way your time allows. Its great fun and you can do it in so many ways. Come to a
meeting, read the Valve Ctat ¢ send in an article to the Valve Clatter (or even th& Vimes!), come on a tour,
take part in the May Fairfax show, plan a talk for a meeting, share a tech tip, or even come to a Board of
5ANBOG2NE YSSGAYy3Id 5dzNA Yy I being $our pibgiain chaiSaddWitke Presidledtrandl L ¢
have had first hand experience in knowing how much our Region has! | learned a lot, met some really great
people and had a blast doing it, and as president, | know it will continue to be fun! Hope yose¢ the next
meeting, event, or even better, on the road!

John Sweet

Valve Clatter ~2~ January 201



36 — GUIDE

festeryean,

Early Prefab Garages Made Locally
e { ' Aun b )

Just north of the architecturally distinctive district of downtown Fargo,
perched on the corner lot of one of the community’s grand old homes, sits
a tiny one-stall garage, barely large enough to accommodate a full-sized car

YOU'LL SEE IT AS YOU CROSS over Broadway heading west on
Seventh Avenue, across the street from the bishop's residence in St. Mary's
Square. The diminuitive gray garage, hemmed by several slender trees,
belongs to the residence at 702-704 Broadway. a home built by a promi-
nent early Fargo hotelier Peter Elliott and still lived in by his daughter, Mrs
F. Urban Powers

The garage is about as unobtrusive, as ordinary a building as one could
find in these towns — except for one feature: the material out of which it
is constructed. Formed out of decoratively stamped prefabricated metal,
it represents the avant garde of prefab construction. And just as interestingly,
the company that manufactured its parts was based right here in Fargo

Built prior to World War |, the Seventh Avenue garage is one of several
still-intact examples of the prefabricated automobile garages manufactured
between 1913 and the mid-1920s by a firm called the Fargo Cornice and
Ornament Company. The garage's proper title is that of *'Rusk Auto House"'
in reference to George Rusk, the man who founded Fargo Cornice and
Ornament in the late 1880s and who, nearly three decades later, recog-
nized this area’s mushrooming love affair with the automobile as a way to
shore up his company's sagging fortunes

AUTOMOBILES STARTED BECOMING accessible to large numbers
of Americans during the first decade of this century. By 1913 one million-
plus registered autos treaded the nation's dusty roads. Nine years later
that number had ballooned to more than 10 million — and by 1927 it was
up 10 25 million

People in wide-open rural states like North Dakota were as enraptured
by the automobile as anyone — perhaps even more so. As of 1913 North
Dakota contained about 15,200 registered motor vehicles; seven years later
the number has climbed to nearly 91,000 — and by 1927 it was up 0 almost
161,000. As of 1920 there was one automobile for every 11 people in North
Dakota — the fourth highest per capita figure in the nation

Hand-in-hand with the burgeoning local interest in the automobile came
a bevy of car dealerships, service stations, parts suppliers, repair shops

Editor's Note: Much of the information for this article came from
"Historic Resources of North Side Fargo: Inventory and Assessment,” a
1986 publication researched and written by Renewable Technologies, Inc.,
under contract to the Fargo Heritage Society

— @ven a Ford Motor Company assembly plant along Broadway (in the
building now occupied by Kaye's Printing)

The autos of the early 1900s also inspired another development: the
garage. Since most new car owners' homes had been built prior to the era
of the auto, many of the earliest garages were small, portable, prefabricated
structures that could be easily transported and instalied in the owner’s back
yard. And that's where George Rusk recognized and seized upon an
opportunity

WHAT MADE THE RUSK AUTO HOUSE distinctive from the other
prefab garages of its day was the ornamental pressed sheet metal it was
made from — a type of material more commonly found nailed to the ceil-
ings of Victorian-era commercial buildings

Fargo Cornice and Ornament Company was headquartered along
Fargo's Front Street (Main Avenue). There, during the late 1800s and early
1900s, its employees created a variety of building parts and architectural
ornaments such as cornices, skylights, metal roofing and window caps,
fireproof shutters, imitation stone siding, steel ceilings and metallic fronts
and shingles

To George Rusk’s discouragement, the market for ornamental ironwork
declined during the early 1900s (though his company survived into the
1940s). Searching for additional ways 10 expand business, Rusk (or a com-
patriot) hit upon the idea of adding prefab auto houses — garages — to
the company's product line. Advertisements for the Rusk Auto House (which
eventually was patented) began appearing in 1913 and continued into the
late 1920s

The advertisements touted prices of "‘from $139.00 upwards’’ and ap-
pealed to the auto owner's sense of economy, practicality and safety. One
ad, for example, listed these merits of the Rusk Auto House: ""ornamental
durable, fireproof, storm proof, vermin proof, made in all sizes for any
number of cars.”” The fireproof claim (which may have been open to debate)
was noteworthy because of many early day auto owners’ inclination to store
gasoline in tanks inside their garage (this being prior to the proliferation
of filling stations)

The Rusk Auto House on Seventh Avenue also features a sheet metal
ventilator on its roof. Its purpose likely was 10 help vent gas and exhaust
fumes out of the garage

THE RUSK AUTO HOUSE at the Elliot/Powers home remains in use
today, as do the handful of other Rusk Auto Houses scattered about this
community. Once widespread, these few survivors exist as reminders of
that transitional period between the time when livery barns dotted residents
yards, and the more modern eras in which permanent garages became
a standard feature of most new home construction. — Don Lilleboe

Back sometime during the summdsob Wild sent me this article from K S
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in Newton, MA hada similar garage. As you know, Bob was raised in North Dadmtthis article perfectly
melded his love for his home state and &lirthings automotive. When | got the article | thought it would be
appropriate to run it when there was snow on the ground just like in the pictures. A restorable Rusk Auto Home is
currently being offered on thBesert Classisgebsite for $12,000Ed.
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IN MEMORIAM

MANRID IVAN TOMMY' LUMPKIN
By Bill Simons

Our club has lost several beloved members t
past year and it is with sadness that we have to ¢
TommyLumpkin to this list. As we all know, this clt
is not about cars, it is about friendships and Tom v
a great friend to many of us.

He was always a gentleman and always willinc
help a fellow club member when he could. | first m
Tommy at a car shom Leesburg over 30 years ag
| was there with my '34 Tudor and he had his '
Roadster. He and Earl Criggar were sitting next to
car and | introduced myself as a new club memt
and happened to mention that | needed a part fi
my ignition switch. Tonguickly said that he had the
part and he would mail it to me, which he did. O
mutual admiration for '34 Fords [and '36's] led to o
long term friendshipwith Tom supplying me with
correct tools, gas caps and other miscellaneous p:
over the years. Tm was always a stickler fo
correctness and authenticity and he had a thorou
knowledge 19341936 Fords and beyond.

His 1936 Roadster woB A NB (i Q6 c (i K
Car Class, and then took the Doug Boyle Mema
Trophy for best 1936 and finally thewas the first
NEOALIASY(O 2F GKS a. Sadl
National Meet at Dearborn in 1973. Tom and tl
roadster were later featured on the cover of th
Mar/Apr 1974V-8 Times

arly attended our monthly club ntee
ings until he was no longebke to drive and was ¢
frequent participant at our Fairfax car show, but |
and his wife Beverly may be best remembered

our club members for always attending our annt
Christmas party in December and bring a beautift
restored antique flashlight as a present.

Like the others who passed away this year, he will
missed.

REMEMBERING TOMMY & ALL THE OTHEF
MEMBERS THAT WE LOST THIS YEAR
The NVRG Board of Directors has purchasec
Early Ford M Foundation Museum brick in th
name of each NVRG membeho passed away ir
2010.

The Brick Campaign

The a dza S dBRICK CAMPAIGNPaving the
Way", provides supporters a permanent way t
remember loved onesnd help the Early Ford -8
Foundation continue building the Museum i
Auburn, Indiana. The bricks wik used enhance the
entrance to the Museum Building and will be view:
by all who enter the building.
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(Galag continued from front pagepee his article
about the garage and a picture of his Fordoror
Page 6.

Once we were stuffed like the proverbial Chris
mas goose it wasime for the traditional gift &-
change. Eric Sumner took the floor to perform t
last official act as NVRG President by introducing
Simons as the MC of the gift exchange. After erpl:
ing the intricate rules and strategies necessary fo
successfubift exchange to the assembled multitud
the first ticket was drawn and Steve Groves turn
out to be the lucky winner.

Bill kept things moving at a lively pace andbz
tered with everyone as they selected their prese
and unwrapped it. The was much utistged advice
from the peanut gallery as each of us tried to deci
whether to keep the gift we had just unwrapped ¢
trade it for something someone already had. A
much strategizing was needed here. Should | ke
this gift? How many folks still need traw? Books
asSsSy G2 0SS GKS YvYzada Oz2
for one of them.

Maybe | can just take this, go back to my se
and sit there quietly hoping everyone forgets th.
LQ@S 324G GKA& 3INBFG 3IAe
folks having to makéhese weighty decisions in fron
of everyone else. Some folks kept their drawn gif
others decided to swap. There was a beauti
Pendleton blanket roll that was easily the mo
swapped gift of all. How many times it traded han

and whereitfinallyen8 R dzLJ L KI @Sy

- ;
The most talked about gift of the evening wi
the jar of BBQ Dry Rib Butt Rub drawn by Su
Doudrick. It took Bill quite awhile to settle us dow
so we could proceed with the drawing.

Ah, you ask, what did Steve Groves ffinahose?
Was it the much travelled blanket or maybe th
utilitarian nonslip fender cover? Nope, Sus:
Randall had drawn picked a Ford logoed folding ct
and it stayed discretely by her side the enti
eveningq a very stealtHike object sitting thee in its
black bag on the floor next to her. Most of us hi
forgotten about it but not Steve. As he made tt
ultimate swap of the evening he said it would be p
to good useat Hersheyfor many yeardo come

A special thanks to Cliff and Sandra Green
once a@in organizing this great holiday event for u
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TECH TALK

Doit-yourselfshop
by Wayne Chadderton

PFASNI GF1Ay3 Rogdord webind
to check it over mechanically, change the oil a
generally give it the once over before driving arour

L FT2dzyR | &aK2L) OFffSR
¢ KSé& QNB 21806 ICédS Randiite 100in
Sterling

They provide use of a lift with 210 piecetool
set. They charge by the hour or by the dayhe
facility is heated and if you change oil, they hanc
its disposal.

¢ KS@ QNB 2 yiwwidikyghechadis.comm (i

Here are a couple of shots of my Fordor.

IT HAS BEEN RESTORED, RIGHT?
by Cliff Green
Driving down to the ENNhis summer was co-

scious of steerig the Woodie more than usuallt
was squirrelly at times and | attributed it to the we:
in the road caused by the trucks.

Coming back from the drivim moviein August
we were caught in a torrential dowpour and it
poured inside too!Sandra got her shoes all wet ar
refused to ride in the woai@ again until | got it fixed.
Well, she threw downtte gauntlet and | decided tc
do some maintenance since it wi® hot outside to
play golf.l usually do the annual maintenance ju
before the Lebkicker tour, but this yearvitasdone
early!

L Ldzi GKS Qnn 2y 2 01
tires¢ no noticeable wear good.| grabbed the top
and bottom of the tire to check the king pins (spinc
bolts) and there was some slop!! What is thi:
These have been replacedbut as | thought about
it, that was 41 years ago”

At about 1, OOO mlles a year ‘more, thatcomes
out to 41,000 plus miles!

The brake drums came off and the shoes we
real thing time to replace. The brake system was
redone in 197& 35,000 miles ago. Not bad for drur
brakes.

The good news is that everythintame apart
easily¢ no heatingthe king pins with a torch! Anc
all the parts cleaned beautifully as they had be
LI AYGSR @SFENBR 320 ¢ K
were made in the USA and | had the bushir
replaced and honed at Fairfax Auto RaMachine
Shop on Lee Higway. Theycharged $63 which is no
bad. The machinist said the spindles were probal
reamed before and that is why they wore out fast

than usual. .
Restored cotinued on Next Bge
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http://maps.google.com/maps?q=21606+Cedar+Lane,+Suite+100+++Sterling&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&ie=UTF8&hl=en&hq=&hnear=21606+Cedar+Ln+%23100,+Sterling,+Loudoun,+Virginia+20166&ll=39.017775,-77.420611&spn=0.003943,0.010568&z=17
http://www.ditymechanics.com/

| ordered new tie rod ends because | destroy
the rubber sealstat keep the dust and dirt out.
was gsispicious of the origal since the grease
fittingswere metric!

The Canadian maintenance manual shows a r
way of removing the brake spring¥.ou remove the
lower adjustment bolts and css the shoes at the
bottom.

However, it is next to impossible teverse the
procedure. | had to use the tried and true method
a long Philips head screw driver to leverage t
spring into the shoe holéSee next article. BEd.

Now to determine where the water leaks were.
removed the front seat to give better ack® to
under the dash. The windshield molding came
and | cleaned out the old caulk. | noticed that tl
new clear caulk that | was applying was good for
years¢ hummm Maybe that is why the windshielc

leaked because the caulk wore out after 41 ydars

Since the glove box was removed | was able
replace the wiring on the clock light and adjusted ti
door so that it closes smartly.

There are a few other things to do on my list il
adjusting the head lights and the horn, installing -
electric fuel mmp and adding seat belt to the middl
seat.

You might have restored it once, but tinseire
flies by!

There Must Be An Easier WayThere is!

by Editor
la G4KS 2fR aleéeAay3a 3z
NAIKG 220d¢ alyeéx Ylye

the sameproblem Cliff faced in trying to reinstall th
brake springs. Fortunately, | had an old time-n
chanic for a friendvho he loaned me a pair of brak
pliers. What a lifesaver. lwas so impressed that
went right out and bought a pair that | still use
today.

The beauty of these babies is the speciaky
signed hoolkon the end ofone jaw. It allows you to
hook on to the end of the brake spring. The point
the other jaw was designed to go in the rivet hole
the brake lining but will give sufficient pzivase on
the lining if your shoes have bonded liningkist
stretch the spring and give a little twist. Voila!
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