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Ken Burns Editor

The Essence ofd@l in January
by Jim LaBaugh

Remember when hot rods traveling along g
ways shimmering in the heat made everything cot
The January tour to Ken Gross' garage defini
helped to rekindle those memories, as well as crea
new ones. The day may have been cold, but 1
hospitality provided by Ken Gross and Trish &e
tore definitely was very warm and welcoming. H
coffee, pastries, wonderful conversation, and lots
Detroit iron greetel the Flathead Ford faithful whc
ventured out for this event.

A caravan from Fair Oaks, led by tour direc
Leo Cummings and his wif€athy in Leo's 1950
Mercury Monterey Tudor and Jim and Char Mel
niel in their1951 Custom Tudor police cruiser, m
up with more than 40 club members, spouses, a
friends at Ken's garage in the rolling Virginia rcot
tryside. The back wall covered with dozens of het

Aluminum Annuity
by Eric Sumner

Our first tour of 2011 took us to the Garage
Ken Gross. Ken and his wife Trish welcomedrigs
of NVRG members to their home once again
another great get together to kick off the New Yes
Though the weather was a bit on the chilly side, th
both made sure we had plenty of hot coffee ar
pastries to keep us warm as we gazed upon one
the most amazing collections of flathead eye candy

LY FNNAGEE G2 YSyQ:
be overwhelmed by his collection of Flathee
performance intakes, currently 138 different model
Ken has been collecting for many years but |
slowed his pae a bit as the prices of many of the
now sought after pieces have shot into the straic
phere. While many wives would not understand tt
compulsion to collect such relics, Ken told us tt
CNRAAK &aKz2dzZ R O2yaiRSNJ
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Up Front with theeBident

Februa3011

Greetings FeHllow V-8ers!

Buuurrrrr, t@ cold out there! Despite being below the Masbixon Line we are still in the throes of winter.
Cold temperatures, snow and ice canmakéth GAYS | o06AG Y2NB GNBAYy3I F2N S
Ffglea TFdzy (2 0SS KIFIR 2dzi GKSNBo® LT &2dzQNB f dz01 ez |
warmer climes. Lots of auctions, car shows and swap meets can be foundidta,FArizona and California to
YIEYS | FSg LXFOSad 2KSGKSNI AGQa F2NJ I Y2yGK 2NJ (62
makes the season go by that much quicker. For those sticking around the Northern Virginia area (like me), we
have ae own distractions. Our Tour Guiteo Cummingss planningan excellent garage tour this mongi and
Barbaa Masor®@ and we haveClemand Sandy Clementdrain Day to look forward to. In March we have the
annual Sugdoaf Mo F Ay 11 /1 aglk L) YSSG | a ¢ &driveather, wecarf pomigeS O
a warm welcome and a fun time at any of these events. So be sure to check out the calendar section in the back
of theValve Clattefo SOF dzA4 S @2dz R2y QG sty (2 YAaa Ftye 2F GKSY

Of course during the winter months in Virginia,rald car hobby seems to divide itself into three groups.
The first group hunkers down and hibernates for a long wiateap. The old Ford jpsit away until spring and
those folks are content with reading théalve Clatter the V-8 Timesand a host of dier publications that come
to their door. They peruse eBay and Hemmings for those elusive;thdintd parts. They work on small
projects and do light maintenance and dream about the coming spring and clediresattpen roads. The next
groupventurestF G KSNJ | FASEt R® hT O2dzNBRS GKSé R2 Iff GKS (KA
lucky, they have a warm garage and spend hours restoring, repairing or improving their early&aiddoln or
a SNDdzNE @ [ 2y 3 O2 btker tidein Yec&udb thére B Koliniuch Roly. Qriie last group are the
hardy ones. These are the3érs who will grab an ieeold wrench and despite the cold wind blowing across the
drive-way, will work on that flathead no matter what. Pull and engine ondraission, do a brake job, or even
sandblast a body, these who enjoy the hobby no matter what.

bl ddzNI ffte 6SQNB it | YAE 2F (KS 106208 RSLISYRAyS3
we can all do, (weather permitting) is come t&/y Of dzo YSSGAy 3P [A1S 2yS 27F :
monthly meeting at the Hunter House at Notaway Park very warm and inviting as well. | can truthfully say that |
R2y Qi GKAYy{1l OGUKSNB Aa o0SUGSNI gl & (chofdriedsls/talking abddRoldR & A
Ol NA ® h¥ O2dzZNAS AT @2dz FNB I YSYOSNI 2F 2yS 2F (K22
Fo2dzi 6KIFG @2dzOQNBE R2Ay3 20SNJ GKS SAYGSNI aSlazefd LT
found something of interest to your fellow-8&rs on the internet, please be sure to forward that info or article
to Valve Clattereditor Ken Burns | would really like to hear about how cold that wrench really was last week in
the snow storm and | krnw that others would t@! Happy V8ing, stay warm, and see you on the road.

John Sweet
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HACIENDA GIRMAN

California Dreaming
by John Girman

As many of you know, Patty & | moved back
California tobe closer to our kids and grandkids. V'
sold our Virginia house quickly, packed up the hou
made plans for moving our cars and had the mov
02YSo 2S5S00S aAryoS alL
looking for a house in Sonoma County. Unfort@a
ly, Septembethru January is not prime time for rec
estate and our criteria were restrictive. We wante
a half acre or more and eithexr garage big enougt
for our four collector cars or space for such a gare
and a price that would let us build a garage. Picki
were slim. Nonetheless, we looked at about :
houses.

Finally, on Dec. 22 at 10:00 pm a new listipg
peared for a house in Cotati that looked promisii
(Who lists a house just before Christmas?We
checked it out early the next morning, liked what v
saw and called our realtor and asked her to col
over immediately to give us a tour. We put in &
offer that day and, eventually, agreed to a price a
terms, beating out two other offers in the process.

h dzNJ & y Sédioont fo@tth house is on
two acres with a slight downslope. The neighbt
hood has a real country feel

The house was Ilsted at3n0 sq ft because they
O2dz Ry Qi FAYR (i KSbedta8r\
attached unit with a complete kitchen. The pernr
has since been found and, to owrprise, the house
is really 4200 sq ft. The oversize, attached twar
garage is 600 sq ft and can probably accommodat
lift.

r‘

ﬂiﬂ i wﬂmﬁmﬁ

It has a solaheated pool and a fouhorse barn
with a horse paddock in the front of the lot. Tt
barn may have to be maced with a larger garag:
odzi 6SQft &asSSo tKS K2
very good shape. Still there is much work to
done.

So, members of NVRG, you have a place to
should you decide to visit northern California. V
have plenty of roonfay R 0 SGGSNJ S|
had lately. Edgp 2S OFyQd 3dzh N
doing with the house when you visit but the coast
less than 30 mileaway, redwood groves are nearb
and Sonoma Qmty wineries are second to none
2 SQR f20S G2 asSS &2dzo

NVRG WEATHER POLICY

During the winter months our meeting housean
be closed due to inclement weather. We will follo
Fairfax County Schools for closings and cancellatir
If Fairfax County Schools close, or close early the
of our meeting, our meeting will be caneel
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CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF THE 1936 F E T

Building the 1936 Fords e ,
The information and pictures below come frol / ‘ |

G2 2F [ 2NRY The QBsgyaFrSrgan pe J 5 i =

and The Ford FactoryBoth books are currently g !

available used on Amazon. Prices vary but be war -

that The Ford-acbry is' e{(p\)ensive.

I
e
) da ek

A 1936 Zephyr body being welded together at the Briggs Plant
Hey, had to throw this one irof the Prez and his
Lincoln cronies.

- i -

Assemblingl936engines at the Rihmond, CA assembly plant
The engines are moving toward us as evidence !
by the fact that only the earest engine has an air > |
cleane installed. : .«"fﬁ, 3 3 -
T b
DropBin_g__a 1936 Fordor body in

Taking the olding fins % of a 1936 gearshift knob by el

Henry Ford was a pioneer in the use of plastict
automobile manufacturing beginning as early
MpHo GHAGK GKS AyidNRRdzC
GC2NRSyaAldSope . 20K LI I
2NBFYAO YFGSNRFE &dzOK |
binding agent. | case you think plastics are someh
a2FGSNJ GKFy YSGrt O2ya
hard that it had to be machined with diamon
cutting tools.

Ll

Henry inspects the final produat a 1936DelLuxe Fordp
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BOOK REVIEW

FLATHEAD FACTS
by John W. Lawson
reviewed by Cliff Green

FLATHEAD FACTS
By Joi

This is an all telling book, r&a
a thesis, about our beloved For
Flathead. Mr. Lawson belie
myths and hearsays by th
results of dyno tests. It it
somewhat technical in nature
and is aimed at increasing th
performance of the \8 by bolt

on accessories and internal modificationgttwthe
results charted at each step.

The author was inspired to do this testing-b
Ol dzaS 2F (GKS AyGSNySi
realize that some of the information being pass
along was far from factual, filled with myths and
ISYSNIf3x 2FGSy gNBy3E

There is an explanation of the how the testing
done. All dynos are not the same, in other wor
the data is different from one machine to anothe
with a correlation to the cost of the equipmen
However, during the testing the numbers are n
compaSR 6AGK 20KSNJ Reyz2Q
are relative to the prior test on the same machin
Thus, someone could boast that his engine produ
165 HP whe on another dyno it might show 155H}
The only true readings would be on a laboratc
dyno tha costs millions of dollars.

All numbers are based on wide open thrott
(WTO). The machine loads the engine to achieve
RMP desired to read the torque and HP data.

The base engine is a stock 8BA-$49 with sn-
gle exhaust and mufflemand compressionof all
cylinders within 7 psi of 110.

7

It had an estimated 25,000 miles by the amou
of ring groove in the cylinder bore. A chart is ma
of the torque and HP at different RPM after the be
tune up was established. Max torguvas 151 at
2,000 RPMand max 79.8 HP at, 300 RPM HP
began to fade after ®00 RPM This engine was
rated by Ford as 10BiP as published in the Forc
Service bulletins without mufflers and fan. TI
I dzi K2NJ AYLX ASa GKIG a
correction factors and other spetiaircumstances
that may have been used when the original numbe
werepf AAKSR o0& C2NR®E !
apples to oranges and the test engine was not nev

From the bench mark, different modification
are made to the engine and results cteat. Some
interesting conclusions are made after the data w
analyzed. For instance: (this applies to street cars

M Dual exhaust headers & | f § Ado- |
RdzOS o6St dzi A FdzA &2 dzy
f a¢KS ai201 AIyAlArzy

and trouble free. It tookours of adjusting
and modification to get a Mallory dual poir
distributor to match the performance of the
ai201 2ySoé

9 The best place to spend your money fis |
creasing the compression ration by iinigy
the heads .05 G a2NB L2 g S
amount of F dzSt ®¢

f a/lyYa NS 2F0Sy dza-S

in lope rather that to be a wise choice fof- e

FAOASYUG 2LISNI GARZYE®

In the last half of the bookhe author discusses
internal modifications to the engine like porting ar
relieving, harmonic balancers, valsprings, high rise
manifolds, etc. even changing the location of tl
spark plugs! This was not of particular interest
me but illustrates the possibilities of extra perfo
mance necessary for drag racing or Bonneville.

The book is available from tha&uthor for $35
including shipping. It is a well written, informativ
FRRAGAZ2Y (2 ye &SNR2dz
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O0CooE continued from first page

and manifolds from Ken's collection provided
fitting backdrop for the '32 Roadste!39 Converit
ble, and '© Coupe on display. With hoods up, engi
compartments were a showcase of Ken's remarka
choices in hot rod engineering. Dashes, steer
wheels and gearshifts too were hallmarks of clas
hot rod cratft.

LN |

As everyone circulated around the cars a
through the garage, the air was filled with a hu
most often associated with pleasant family gathe
ings. Near time for departure for lunch, all obir
Flathead Ford &mily grew quiet to listen as Ke
spoke about his collection in response to questic
from the crowd. When asked whichneswere his
favorites on the back wall, he pointed them out ar
provided stories behind each selection. Questic
from the crowd included ones related to currer
activities. Kercontinues to workwith Jay Len@n a
column about ars, and has written 73 of thenA
recent column concerned Jay's turbipewered
Chrysler, and the story behind Jay's interest in it tt
vehicle Finally it was time to leave. We all thanke
Ken and Trish for letting us visit and for the tin
they both taok to talk with us individually and as
group throughout the tour.

More conversation with Ken, club member
spouses, and friends took place over an excell
lunch at Magnolia's in Purcellville. This wonderful
mill has been transformed into a restant that
preserved the mill's wooden post and beamnec
struction and overhead pulleys. We had a room all
ourselves and many stories were told about c
projects, the da@ events, and the delight in gettin
to see what makes hot rods so cool, courtesyKeh
and Trish. Many thanks too go to Leo Cummings
organizing this great NVRG January Garage tour.

G ! y yézntinged from first page

I Yy dzA & dsked whicK iStake he valued mos

KS L2aSR (GKS NXKSG2NAOF

OKAf RNBY R2 @&2dz t20S il
He knew the history of each piece and its histc

cal significance. Aside from the manifold collecti

YSyQa aidlof$S 27F dsigdlsbiuite
AYLINB&aaAaAGBSDd | g2NI R FI
5 S {AYFINRZI | Qnn |/ 27dz
0f26SNJ F2NJ a2YS I RRSR

with a Hemi shoehorned between inner fenders.

m :\_‘;‘ 4 -ﬂ‘c/.\;

Ma'ny thanks to Ken and Trish for theiwitation
and warm hospitality.

I Sex ¢KIFGQa ae& bl YSH
by Editor

What could be better than standing there in Ke
DNR&AaQ 3IFNI3IAS GASgAy3

intake manifolds and other vintage speed equipme
and seeing a manifold with your name cadbirit?
I zyéaﬁcb. ' YR KSNSQ& 0dKS
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TECH TALK

V-8 Starter Differences
by Clem Clements

The following is an email exchange | had w
Vern Davidson af SN/ Qa C 2 NRtryiad td
solvethe hard starting problen2 y Y & Qup.

Question:1 have a 39 Ford pickup witm&5 HP
engine stock. The truck is not a show vehicle. Shc
I have the starter with the thick end plate or the thi
end plate? Is there a difference in the windings
tongue? My starter has the thick plate. It is hard
start and it seems like the starter is drawing all tl
power from the battery. Sometimes the engine w
catch just after the starter button is releasel
Brushes and commutator are good and | ha
seweral grounds to the block/body.

Reply:Yes, you have the correct starter for yol
truck, although the thin plate only means it we
made after 1947Becausd-ord changed to the thir
plate in 1948 in anticipadn of changing to 12 volts,
only use the thin plate starters for the 12 vo
conversion because the short frame with the thi
plates won't accept the 12 volt field coilsither one
will fit your motor. If you want to use the original
volt system thais good and | only use the wide pla
with the short steel starter frame like youfsr the 6
volt starters. | just don't have enough of the thi
plates to meet the demand for people wanting 1
change to 12 volts.

I have found that the 6 volt starter ia very
good starter and will work plenty good if rebui
right. The main problem with the old Ford starters
that they are located in a spot down near the groul
that is in a bad environment for electrical parts.

you ever drive though a puddle of veat the starter

gets splashed on and if you spill oil or your eng
leaks oll, it all seems to get dhe starter and that
tin band around the front end of the starter won'
keep any of the liquids oufThe field coils get oil
soaked and thiseduces thai ability to make the
magnetic field necessatp make the starter work as
intended. Also, there is very little allowance for we
that takes placen the bearings. When a very minut
amount of wear takes place in the bearings, tl
armature will begin to pbuch the field shoes that
hold the field coils in place. These iron shoes also
the iron core that helps the field coils generate th
best magnetic field to make the motor work, so the
need to be placed very close around the armatu
When the armaturebegins to touch a shoe, most ¢
your starting power is lost to the resistance of tt
armature touching the shoes and it will niotrn

well.

My starters are all completely disassembled a
the field coils are stripped and cleaned andw
cotton twill is wapped on those coils and | then so:
them in shellac to help keep oany moisture. Most
starter rebuilders do not even remove the fiel
coils, so it is not a complete rebuild atite worst
part of the problem continues to be a problen
Some will actuayl state that theyre-insulate the
field coils, that is not much help. The problem of tl
oil soaked coils still existsuse good rebuilt parts ol
new parts and do a complete job. I'l even make
new band usingtainless steel for covering the brus
windows at the front of the starter motorAlso, I'll
includea newbracket that goes between the on
starter bolt and a pan bolt, somgeople don't know
it is required for a good starter operation. If you te
me your engine color, I'll paint it using the be
matching color | have come up witli.your engine is
the dark green, | do have a very close color, | havi
had any complaintsif you have the old starter yot
want to send to me as a core, I'll deduct $20 and
pay theshipping of the rebuilt stagr back to you.

By ordering by enail or over the phone, I'll use
a better price than in the store, $150t may take a
few days, I'm never able to ship right out, | ha
other orders ahead, | don't seemo catch up
normally. It is best to place an ordeith a payment,
I get them done and shippdaly who pays first.

Thanks again, Vern
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http://www.fordflathead.com/

