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Well, as you can see from the picture above the weather gods were smiling on us again this year. What a 
perfect day for a car show and I think that the 103 folks who registered for the show would agree. As always, 
!ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǊŦŀȄ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ .ȅ ƻǳǊ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ 
opening time of 10:00 AM the street was completely full and folks subsequently arriving were parked in the 
overflow parking by the office condominiums. Since we basically park cars on a first come-first served basis 
Ƴŀƴȅ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎέ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ With trees lining 
ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƘŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ǎƻ-called bad spots ς just 
some that folks find more desirable than others. Once again Don Lombard and his crew ran a seamless 
registration gate, handing out registration packets to those who had preregistered or assisting those who 
wanted to register at the gate. Once clear of the registration process Dave Gunnarson and his parking team 
quickly efficiently directed folks into vacant spaces. Some set up elaborate and/or informative displays in 
front of their cars and others decked them out in period correct drive-ƛƴ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǊŜƎŀƭƛŀΦ ά.ŀōȅέ ōƻƻƪǎ 
were popular with those who owned the car during the restoration process whether they did the work 
themselves or had somebody else do it. As a gearhead I sometimes look through the books hoping to pick up 
ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛǇǎ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōŀōȅέ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ŎŀǊ 
ƘƻōōȅΦ aŀƴȅ Ŧƻƭƪǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜasure that has been invested in these cars to preserve 
them for future generations to see and appreciate. 

http://www.nvrg.org/
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 Up Front with the President  
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The open road.  It's always been part of the American experience, and certainly part of American car culture 
from the beginning. The first recorded coast to coast trip happened in 1903 when Dr. Horatio Nelson Jackson, 
on a bet, decided to drive cross country to San Francisco. In 1909 Alice Ramsey was the first women to make 
the trip. In 1919 future president and initiator of the interstate highway system, Dwight D. Eisenhower was 
part of the U.S. Army's Transcontinental Motor Convoy.  It was during this period that the then Lieutenant 
Colonel Eisenhower saw the need for a network of well maintained, well marked roads.     
 
During the Depression era of the 1930's, for many Americans travel by car was a matter of necessity, rather 
than a pleasure. Millions of Americans took to the road in search of a job, a better life and the American 
dream.  World War II, gas rationing, and more importantly, rubber for tires stopped the road trip for almost 
all Americans for the duration of the war. With the VE Day and VJ Day, it was time to jump back in the car 
again and head wherever the whim would take you. Almost 70 years later, even in an era of $ 4.00 a gallon of 
gas, the idea of the road trip is still as popular ever.  Long or short, days, weeks, or months, the open road 
still beckons and allows you a freedom like no other.   
 
As Early Ford V-8 enthusiasts, we're very lucky.  Road trips, whether our Poker Run, a weekend tour, or a 
driving trip to a National meet are fun, plentiful and extra special because of the cars that we drive.  Our road 
trips take us off Eisenhower's Interstates and onto the secondary and tertiary roads that give a glimpse of 
what the real America is all about. So this year as we head towards summer, why don't you plan on getting 
your Ford out for at least one driving event.  It doesn't' even have to be a club of regional event,  just get out 
and enjoy the purr of that flathead.  I've decided to take up the challenge, and I hope you'll see my '46 
Lincoln out on the road very soon.  After all, the open road is calling! 
 
See you out there, 
 
  

John 
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This is ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƛŎƪ tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
on his trip to California 
Day Six ς the Big Dog Garage 

Three friends joined me for the visit: Ray and 
Barbara Giudice from Baltimore, and Jim Riffenburgh 
from Atascadero, California. We arrived at the 
garage at the appointed time of 1:00 pm. We were 
met by Bob, who said he has been with Jay for over 
20 years. We hopped in a golf cart, and he proceed-
ed to drive us around the display building, and talked 
about each of the cars on display. We were told that 
the garage has 100,000 square feet of floor space 
under roof, and has 102 cars, and 110 motorcycles. 
The display building has six or seven rooms, each 
with different kinds of cars parked in them. One 
room has six of the eight Duesenbergs he owns, 
another is full of Bugattis (I think I counted ten), one 
room with muscle cars, another with muscle cars 
and sports cars. After that, my memory gets a bit 
fuzzy. 

We were told that Jay has eight Duesenbergs.  

 
CƻǳǊ ƻŦ WŀȅΩǎ 5ǳŜǎŜƴōŜǊƎǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƴŘΧ ς Rick Parker photo 

 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ WŀȅΩǎ 5ǳŜǎŜƴōŜǊƎǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦ ς Rick Parker photo 

There were six on display: the original 1927 
Model X sedan that Jay found in Burbank, the 1930 
LeBaron barrel-side phaeton, the 1931 Murphy 
Beverly sedan, the 1932 SJ Murphy convertible 
coupe, the 1934 Walker coupe, and an unbodied 

1929 J chassis. Previously during my trip I had seen 
WŀȅΩǎ ²ƻƻŘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻǿƴ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ wŀƴŘȅ 9ƳŀΩǎ shop. 

Motorcycles are on dispƭŀȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
pay close attention, but we did see Ducatis, Brough 
Superiors, Nortons, Indians, Triumphs, and Harleys. 
And yes, we did get to see the one that is jet-
propelled, and I seem to remember another one 
with a big, honking V-мл ŜƴƎƛƴŜΧ 

 
A virtual sea of motorcycles. Motorcycle.com photo 

Jay buys what he likes, and his interests are 
wide. The collection encompasses brass, heavy 
classics, muscle cars, sports cars, and several 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎǳǇŜǊŎŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦ-the-
wall stuff, like the Tank Car, the Hispano with a 
Hispano aircraft engine, the Rolls-Royce Phantom II 
with a Merlin engine, and the jet-powered motorcy-
cle.  

 
Jay and his jet -powered Y2K bike. ς Motorcycle.com photo 

We moved on to the other building, which hous-
es the workshop space, the industrial stationary 
steam engines, and the steam-powered cars. Jay has 
several Stanleys, a couple of Whites, two running 
Dobles, one Doble display chassis, and a pair of large 
steam tractors. I recall that four of the steam 
engines are permanently installed, three are opera-

Trip concluded next page 

wL/YΩ{ 9·/9[[9b¢ wh!5 ¢wLt 
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The water had been up to here! 

ble, and the fourth was apart. There are at least four 
additional steam engines sitting on pallets waiting to 
be installed. 

 
WŀȅΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ мфнр 5ƻōƭŜ ǎǘŜŀƳŜǊǎΦ ς Rick Parker photo 

 
Doble display chassis with a cut-away boiler. ς Rick Parker photo 

 
1914 Stanley Steamer.  - jaylenosgarage.com photo 

We were shown some of the pieces of shop 
equipment: the paint booth, the water-cutter table, 
and the 3-D scanner and printer. We saw a valve for 
one of the Stanleys that had a cracked flange. The 
crack was covered with tape and then scanned. The 
printer then generated a plastic part that can be 
used either for a mold or as a pattern. The shop also 
has two dynamometers, one for engines, and the 
second is a chassis dyno.  

 
1962 Maserati engine on the engine dyno. ς jaylenosgarage.com photo 

When I received the email confirmation of the 
ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǘƻƭŘ άbh ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅέΦ 
While we were there, I asked if I could take a couple 
of pictures for the newsletter, and was permitted to 
do so.  

 
1913 Mercer Raceabout. ς Rick Parker photo 

From there, I was invited to dinner with a friend, 
Steve Snyder and his family in Orange, where we 
spent a very pleasant evening kicking tires and 
talking cars.  

 
Automotive artwork adorns the walls ς in addition to this large poster, 
Jay actually has one of these ς the only operational mid-слΩǎ /ƘǊȅǎƭŜǊ 
turbine powered car in private hands. Rick also got to see the actual 
car. ς Rick Parker photo 

 
Day Seven ς back to the real world  

The trip home was completely uneventful, a fine 
end to an incredible week in Los Angeles. I want to 
mention that the things I saw were all in different 
parts of the greater LA area, and I ended up putting 
750 miles on (and two tanks of fuel into) the rental 
car in six days. 

 
 
 

Trip continued from previous page 
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Scavenger Hunt and Poker Run 
By Wayne and Jane Chadderton 

An usually cool April 28th morning with the 
threat of rain greeted the NVRG for our 11th Annual 
Scavenger Hunt/Poker Run. The turnout included 
five vintage cars: 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ bƻǊƳŀ .ƭǳƳΩǎ мфоф 
Zephyr; YŜƴ ŀƴŘ IŜƭŜƴ .ǳǊƴǎΩ мфпм ²ƻƻŘie; Hank 
ŀƴŘ /ƛƴŘȅ 5ǳōƻƛǎΩ мфор 3 Window Coupe; Frankie 
Martin with brother-in-law Ronnie Sasher riding 
ǎƘƻǘƎǳƴ ƛƴ CǊŀƴƪƛŜΩǎ мфрм /ustom Tudor; and Rick 
tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ мфсс [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ four door convert-
ible (with John and Shelly Sweet aboard). 

 
V-8s (and a V-мнύ ŀǿŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀǇΦ 

 Also joining the festivities were Hank and Bea 
Amster; Wayne and Jane Chadderton; Leo and Kathy 
Cummings; and David and Barbara Westrate who all 
opted for modern vehicles with fully functional 
heaters.  The Fair Oaks Mall served as the starting 
point with instructions and directions handed out by 
our dedicated organizers Don Lombard and Jim 
LaBaugh (Keith Randall was also one of the tour 
planners but unfortunately was unable to participate 
and enjoy the fruits of his efforts).   

 
Tour organizers Jim LaBaugh (L) and Don Lombard (R) armed with 
clipboards get ready to launch us out on our first tour of 2012. 

CƛǾŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ну ǉǳŜs-
tions to be answered from information available 
along each of the routes.  Visual observation was the 
only source for this information (Google, smart 
phones etc., were not permitted).  Sealed envelopes 
with the final stop indicated on a map were also 

handled out for anyone who was unable to complete 
the full route.  No one was permanently lost as all 
were able to find the final destination. 

Cars left Fair Oaks Mall in 5 minute intervals and 
traveled approximately 60 miles through 4 Virginia 
counties (Fairfax, Prince William, Fauquier before 
ending up in Stafford County).  The first leg, about 10 
miles through Fairfax County included 8 questions 
and concluded in Clifton where Leo handed out the 
poker cards along with instructions for leg 2. 

Leg 2 traveled through Fairfax and Prince Wil-
liam Counties for approximately 16 miles with 10 
questions concluding at the Bristow Manor Golf Club 
with Dave Blum passing out the cards and leg 3 
instructions.   

 
¢ƘŜ .ƭǳƳΩǎ ǎǘȅƭƛǎƘ Ωоф ½ŜǇƘȅǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǎǘƻǿ aŀƴƻǊ 

Golf Club parking lot. 

During the drive the group passed a Civil War re-
enactors encampment by the 49th Virginia infantry 
όά9ȄǘǊŀ .ƛƭƭȅ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ .ƻȅǎέύ dressed in blue being 
held at the Brentsville Courthouse Historic Center in 
Bristow.  For more information on their events check 
out their web site: 49thvirginiainfantry.com.  

Leg 3 traveled through Prince William and Fau-
quier Counties for approximately 8 miles with 4 
questions ending up at the Catlett Deli Market with 
Hank Amster handing out the cards and leg 4 
instructions. 

 
A very colorful former church we passed along the way. 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN ς FIRST TOUR OF 2012 

Tour continued next page 

49thvirginiainfantry.com
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  Leg 4 traveled through Fauquier County for 22 
miles with 5 questions ending up at the Hartwood 
Elementary School with Ken Burns handing out the 
cards and leg 5 instructions. 

Leg 5 traveled through Fauquier and Stafford 
Counties for 5 miles and ended at the Pancho Villa 
restaurant in Fredericksburg with Don handing out 
the final cards. 

The restaurant provided an area for a social pe-
riod and lunch.  Jim officiated over the awarding 
prizes to the winners of each catagory.   

 
Ken Burns is obviously happy with his winning hand and the $50 Home 

Depot gift card. 

Prizes for the Poker Run were awarded first, with 
Ken and Helen Burns holding the winning hand 
containing 3 Jacks; second place by Frankie Martin 
and Ronnie Sasher, and third place by Hank and 
Cindy Dubois.  The Scavenger Hunt questions awards 
were next, with Frankie Martin and Ronnie Sasher, 
Hank and Bea Amster and Hank and Cindy Dubois all 
answering the same number of questions correctly. 
Frankie Martin then drew the high card to claim the 
fisrt place prize.   Fortunately the rains did not 
materialize during the event.  A good time was had 
by all. 

 
Don Lombard hands Frankie Martin his $50 gift card for winning the 

Scavenger Hunt portion of the tour. 

 

 
 

We Have a Master Woodworker in Our Midst!   
By Cliff Green ς photo by Eric Sumner 

Not only has Dave Westrate completely built 
a new body for his 1939 Standard, he is now in 
the process of building another for his 1939 
5ŜƭǳȄŜΗ ¢ƘŜ b±wD ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀǿŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ 
talents with wood, namely hard maple, bass-
wood and birch plywood.  Dave provided a 
PowerPoint presentation on what it takes to 
produce an authentic wooden body for a Ford 
chassis. 

 
Dave not only had an informative PowerPoint presentation but 
brought one of the original doors and lots of brackets and miscellane-
ous pieces to share with us during his presentation. 

The presentation opened with the evolution 
of wooden cars from the depot hack of the ΨнлΩǎ 
to the last of the true Ford Woodie in 1948.  
After 1949, Ford attached the wood to a metal 
frame and soon thereafter wood was simulated 
by decals and plastic.  The maple forests on the 
Ford land near Iron Mountain, Michigan, and 
the factory that was built there became the 
source of the famous Ford woodie wagons. 

Dave discussed the levels of restoration 
from the cosmetic to the complete new body.  
We have several examples within our club.  Cliff 
Green has done wood piece replacement; Ken 
Burns retained the original wood on one of his 
Ψпмǎ ŀƴŘ has obtained an entire wood body kit 
for the other; Jim LaBaugh has relied on a wood 
restorer; and Dave built the body himself. 

Wood continued next page 

Tour continued from previous page 

MORE WOOD IS GOOD! 
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Cliff replaced the right rear D pillar 

and wheel surround 

 
Ken had an entire wood body kit 
built by Cincinnati Woodworks 

 
WƛƳΩǎ ŎŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ 

for wood restoration 

 
5ŀǾŜΩǎ Ωоф {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛƴ нллл ǿƛǘƘ 
some of the new wood he built 

The wooden body required constant varnish-
ing during its lifetime to preserve its integrity.  
Few owners went to this trouble and expense, 
hence the wood deteriorated and rotted at key 
structural points, like the bottom of the doors, 
header boards and roof side beams.  The 
plywood side panels always buckled and 
cracked. 

Piece repair can be as simple as a rear cor-
ner post or as difficult as front door hinge area 
with finger joints.  Pieces can be veneered also.  
The next problem is blending the color to match 
the existing wood which is done with stain, dyes 
and tints.   
5ŀǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻ-It-Yourselfέ route 

and the tools required to get the job done.  He 
belongs to the Woodworkers Club in Rockville 
and has the use of all the professional tools and 
advice necessary for the job.  In addition Dave 
has special cutters to make the complex finger 
joints and belt mounding.  He spins these on a 
Bridgeport milling machine. 

All the structural supports of a Ford woodie 
are maple, whereas MoPar used ash.  The roof 
slats are made of basswood because it is light.  It 
is very critical to get the best wood that has 15% 
moisture or less.  He says it ought to be over-
sized and extra! 

Dave explained the process of the planning 
necessary to make some of the complex pieces 
and the jigs required to mill them.  You have to 

use reference points that are square and flat.  
His talk included many photos of the various 

operations of his own work and vintage shots of 
the Iron Mountain factory.  It was interesting to 
note that none of the factory workers using the 
production machinery had ear or eye protec-
tion! 

 
Ford lumberjacks use a two-man chain saw to harvest timber on 
aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ¦ǇǇŜǊ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ ς no eye or ear protection here either! 

After Dave made the various wood parts 
(167 total), he fits them together with clamps 
and more clamps.  Once satisfied with the fit 
and gaps, he glues the frames and builds the 
body with brackets and various fasteners, using 
jigs to make sure everything goes back square 
and true. 

The finishing steps are using a good marine 
varnish, building 6-8 coats with sanding be-
tween.  At the factory, everything was sprayed 
iƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛƴƭŜǎǎ ǎǘŜŜƭ άōƭƛƴŘ ƴǳǘǎΗέ 
¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘŜǇ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǘƻǇ ƛǘ ƻŦŦέ ǿƛǘƘ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ƻǾŜǊ 

canvas.  It takes a hot day with several helpers 
to stretch the material using stainless tacks.  
Attach the rain gutters and the job is done! 

Dave was very modest and understated 
about how much time, planning, and craftsman-
ship went into each step in the building process.  
He has produced one magnificent body and the 
second one should take less effort since he has 
άōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΗέ  

All the members now have a better under-
standing why wooden cars are so expensive and 
so beautiful to look at and it is especially nice to 
ǎŀȅ άL ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ!έ 
  
 
 
 
 


