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Tour continued on page 3 

Attendance was down from previous years but the Fall Tour Warriors and Stalwarts who went on our an-
nual NVRG Memorial Fall Tour had a great time. The weather was perfect, the scenery was awesome, the 
roads occasionally challenging, the places we visited were unique and interesting, and the camaraderie was 
beyond compare.  True Tour Warriors who departed Fair Oaks Mall on the morning of Thursday, October 23rd 
included tour co-ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ .ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊ {ƛƳƻƴǎ όΩпф CƻǊŘ ²ƻƻŘƛŜύΣ tǊŜȊ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊ aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭ όΩ51 Custom 
Cruiser) and tour co-ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ 5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƴŀ [ƻƳōŀǊŘ όΩрт CƻǊŘ {ǳƴƭƛƴŜǊύ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ YŜƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ wŀƴŘŀƭƭ ƛƴ 
his M-5 Beemer. The first stop for this hardy group was at CƻǘƛΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ /ǳƭǇŜǇŜǊ, an establishment 
many of us have eaten in before, for an excellent lunch. As lunch was wrapping up, Ken and Helen Burns 
joined the tour group after attending to some business back in Fairfax. Folks parked their vintage cars on the 
street across from the restaurant in front of the Moving Meadows Farms Bakery and as you can imagine the 
cars drew quite a crowd. The owners of the Farms and Bakery, Wally and Amy Hudson, were particularly 
ǎƳƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƛƳƻƴǎΩ ²ƻƻŘƛŜΦ {ƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǎǎŜǊ-ōȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƪƛŘΩǎ Flat 
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The weather for November has been a quite a bit more unpredictable than what we experienced in Octo-
ōŜǊΦ  !ǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ олǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƴƻǿŦŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  Wǳǎǘ two 
days ago the temperature was in the 70s, and I had my Cruiser out for a short drive after washing and cleaning it 
ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ǎǘŀȅ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭŘΣ ǎƴƻǿȅ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƛƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭΦ 

Look for the article and photos in this issue of our four-day Fall Memorial Tour last month.  There are some 
very beautiful and interesting places to tour and visit here in the state of Virginia, and our Club does an excellent 
job of seeking out these placŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊǎΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ  CƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ holding a shop 
session instead of a traditional tour; a technical build session by Cliff Green and Hank Dubois, on understanding 
and assembling the Columbia overdrive rear end.  Club member Mel Herwald has a disassembled Columbia and 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ άǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǘƻǳǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ Ken 
BurnsΩ home on Saturday, January 10, and will include morning refreshments and a pizza-delivery lunch.  If 
ȅƻǳΩve ever wondered exactly how the Columbia rear end works and what it looks like inside, this is a great 
opportunity to learn about it and to see one go back together.  Look for more details elsewhere in this issue.  
Thank you Mel, Ken, Cliff and Hank for sharing with us all. 

There has been some confusion among a few members about whether or not they can continue to get the 
Valve Clatter via U.S. postal mail as opposed to electronically through e-mail.  Because of the cost in materials, 
stamps, and the personal time required to print and mail the VC, our preference of course is to move everyone to 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ Ϸмр όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘǿƻ ŀŘǳƭǘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
corner pub), the annual cost of mailing the VC is more than the annual dues.  Recognizing there are a few 
members who do not have e-mail, and that there may be some who just prefer to get paper, we decided to 
continue to provide the paper copies.  However, we also thought it fair to have those who choose paper copies 
to absorb the extra cost of the printing and mailing.  That seemed reasonable to us on the Board.  So yes, the VC 
is still available in paper form.  However, because some have already renewed for 2015 prior to the decision to 
increase the dues to cover postage, to be fair to all, any increase in dues will be delayed until the 2016 member-
ship year.  If you have already submitted your 2015 dues and included the paper VC surcharge, you can ask to 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘǳŜǎ ƻǊ ŀǎk for a refund by contacting Dave Gunnarson. Frankly, for 
me, the VC is so much more enjoyable in electronic form where you can see the photos more clearly and in color, 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇ ǘƻ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎΦ 

And finally, your NVRG Board of Directors wishes you and yours a most wonderful holiday season and hap-
py and safe New Year.  I look forward to seeing many of you at our Holiday Gala at the Country Club of Fairfax.  
This will be our final year at the Country Club, and I would be remiss if I did not thank Cliff and Sandra Green for 
ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ Ǝŀƭŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭǳōΦ  {ŀƴŘǊŀ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
preparing for this event each year, with little credit and recognition, along with Dave and Sarah Gunnarson for 
making the centerpieces for the tables each year.  Thank you all so much! 

 

Jim  
WƛƳ άIƛƎƘ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦέ aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
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Down the left side of the table are Susan Randall, Liz Simons, Keith 
Randall, Bill Simons, Barbara and Clint Johnson, and Leo Cummings. On 
the right are Ken and Helen Burns, Don and Tina Lombard, Char and 
Jim McDaniel, and Kathy Cummings. 

Friday morning, after breakfast, we headed 
down US 11 to Buchanan and then eastward back 
over the Blue Ridge on VA 43 for our first planned 
stop of the day at the National D-Day Memorial in 
Bedford. Shortly after crossing the Blue Ridge 
Parkway we had our first unplanned comfort stop of 
the day at the Northside Supply General Store and 
Dŀǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ƛƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜΩŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ 
of this stop to fill his Woodie with ethanol-free 
ƎŀǎƻƭƛƴŜΦ IŜΩŘ ǇǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ 
realized that it cost about a dollar a gallon more than 
gas ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜǘƘŀƴƻƭΦ IŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƘŜΩŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛƭƭ-
up at another station. One of the sights seldom seen 
in our NoVa area was the guy in a camo Duck 
Dynasty ball cap picking his teeth with a Buck knife! 

The National D-Day Memorial pays tribute to the 
4,413 Allied soldiers killed on the beaches of Nor-
mandy, France, on June 6, 1944, and to those who 
later died of wounds suffered that day. Over 150,000 
Allied troops, supported by more that 5,000 ships 
and 11,000 aircraft began the liberation of Europe 
from the Nazis with the invasion of Normandy. 
Bedford, VA, was chosen as the site for the Memori-
al because the small town of Bedford suffered the 
highest D-Day per capita losses in the nation. All 
told, Bedford, a town of only 3,200 at the time, lost 
19 ά.ŜŘŦƻǊŘ .ƻȅǎέ on the beaches of Normandy and 
an additional four soldiers in the subsequent days as 
the Allies continued to secure their beachhead. 

 
The D-Day Memorial is set on a hilltop on the 

Tour continued from front page 

Tour continued on next page 

 

Stanley on affƛȄŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻŘƛŜΩǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΦ 

 
Lined up in front of the Moving Meadows Bakery. 

With the photo op complete we headed south 
on US 29 until just north of  Ruckersville and then 
cut the corner passing through Standardsville before 
joining US 33 and heading over the Blue Ridge 
towards Harrisonburg. Coming down the western 
slope we made a quick comfort stop and then 
passed through Harrisonburg and joined US 11 south 
heading for the Natural Bridge Hotel which would be 
our headquarters for the next three nights. 

 
The original hotel at Natural Bridge was the Appledore Hotel (above). It 
was built about 1890 and burned to the ground in 1963. The current 
Natural Bridge Hotel, shown below, was built on the same site and 
opened in 1964. 

 
Shortly after arrival at the Natural Bridge Hotel 

we were joined by Clint and Barb Johnson. Clint is 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ WƛƳ aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜŘ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ 
author and re-enactor. He would serve as our 
personal tour guide over the next several days as we 
visited Civil War sites. After a fairly long day of 
ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ 
dining room. During the course of dinner the final 
two Fall Tour Warriors and Stalwarts, Leo and Kathy 
Cummings, joined the group.  
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ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΩǎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
and small museum co-ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 
VƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ Center. After another comfort stop, and 
with tickets in hand, we drove up to the Memorial 
and began our guided tour. 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘΩǎ ммс Infantry Regiment, 29th Infantry Division, 
ά¢ƘŜ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘ .ƻȅǎΣέ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
bound for England and a date with history. Guess why this is the 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5-Day Memorial?  

Our tour guide was an extremely knowledgeable 
Viet Nam vet and provided a detailed commentary 
about the Memorial from the English Gardens with 
the busts of the D-Day invasion planners and 
leaders, to the D-Day tableau of the troops going 
ashore, to the commemorative brick pathway. 

 
An American GI drags a wounded companion to 

safety in front of the D-Day Memorial Arch. The 
alternating bands of white/gray/white/gray/white 
ƳƻǘƛŦ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǾa-
ǎƛƻƴ ǎǘǊƛǇŜǎέ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǎŜƭŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ 
Allied aircraft supporting the invasion.  

 
L-4 Grasshopper Observation aircraft such as this one at the D-Day 
Memorial provided airborne spotting for field artillery and naval gun 
fire support at Normandy. 

!ǎ ŀƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ b±wD ƳŜƳōŜǊ .ƛƭƭ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ father 

Tour continued from previous page 

 and uncle went ashore on D-Day with the Canadian 
forces on Juno Beach. 

 
Departing the D-Day Memorial we headed for 

lunch at the Olde Liberty Station Restaurant a just a 
few miles away. Upon arrival we found the parking 
lot overflowing with Packards. We soon learned that 
the Old Dominion Packard Club was out on their Fall 
Tour and had also chosen Olde Liberty Station as 
their lunch stop.  

 
Yeah, I know, ANOTHER Woodie! 

After the obligatory tire kicking with the Packard 
folks (and as Clem would say άǘǊǳǘƘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎέύ ǿŜ 
settled in for a nice lunch in the Olde Liberty Station. 
The walls were covered with tons of railroad pictures 
and railroad memorabilia was everywhere to be 
found. I later learned that the Olde Liberty Station 
Restaurant started life as the Bedford train station, 
ŜƳōŀǊƪŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜŘŦƻǊŘ .ƻȅǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
actual station depicted in the painting above. 

 
This vintage photo shows the track side of the Bedford train station 
from the opposite end shown in the painting above. 

Tour continued on next page 
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Following lunch we headed off on a leisurely and 
scenic 45 mile drive to our next scheduled stop at 
Appomattox Court House. Upon arriving we by-
passed the National Historic site and proceeded a 
few miles down the road to the site of General 
wƻōŜǊǘ 9Φ [ŜŜΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ encampment before his surren-
der to General Ulysses S. Grant. At this stop Clint 
Johnson led us through the days and events of the 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ Řŀȅǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ŜŜΩǎ 
surrender at Appomattox Court House. 

 
Clint Johnson at the site of General LeŜΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŜƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

Contrary to what many of us think, Lee did not 
surrender to Grant at Appomattox Courthouse (one 
word). He surrendered to Grant on Palm Sunday, 
April 9, 1865, at Appomattox Court House (two 
words) in the McClean House. Appomattox Court 
House is the village where the surrender occurred 
and the Appomattox Courthouse is the court house 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƻƴ 
Jeopardy! We followed Clint around the National 
Historical Park site as he pointed out various points 
of interest and told us about the numerous re-
ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǘ !ǇǇƻƳŀǘǘƻȄ 
/ƻǳǊǘ IƻǳǎŜΦ IŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
150th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ŜŜΩǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀ ōƛǘ 
of irony we learned that Wilmer McClean, the owner 
of the house in which the surrender occurred, had 
moved from northern Virginia to escape the war 
(and to profit from it). Prior to moving to Appomat-
tox he owned the farm which was the site of the 
CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ aŀƴŀǎǎŀǎΦ ²ŀƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŀƛŘ ά¢ƘŜ 
war started in Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊƭƻǊΦέ 
Not literally true but a good line just the same. We 
finished our tour in Appomattox Court House, 
stopped at the Confederate Cemetery for a brief 
visit, and then headed to dinner at the Babcock 
House in Appomattox.  

The Babcock House is a B&B situated in a beauti-

fully restored 1884 Victorian home. We arrived just a 
few minutes early and had a chance to relax on the 
front porch or in the parlor while the staff complet-
ed setting our table in the front dining room. We had 
the entire room to ourselves and had the opportuni-
ty to enjoy a superb dinner, fine company and to 
ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΦ  

Little did we know what adventures awaited us 
after we left the Babcock House and began our trek 
back to Natural Bridge. When we drove across the 
Blue Ridge in the morning on Route 43 we all 
admired the beautiful and colorful Fall scenery as we 
wended our way up over the Blue Ridge and then 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜΦ hǳǊ ǘǊƛǇ ōŀŎƪ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻ 
scenic in the dark. Everything went smoothly as we 
drove along US 460 towards Lynchburg and skirted 
the town on US 29. Things changed shortly after we 
left US 29 and headed west on Route 130. The first 
few miles on Route 130 were on a smooth and fairly 
straight, gently rising road but as time passed the 
road became steeper and narrower, the turns much 
sharper and the breakdown lane turned into a 
shoulder and that virtually disappeared after we 
entered the George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson National Forest. Eventually we joined 
Route 501 for the trip through the pass and down 
the other side. Even though there numerous signs 
warning truckers to avoid taking this route across 
the mountains and down into the Shenandoah 
Valley it appears that many of them felt those 
warnings must have been meant for less experi-
enced drivers. On 501 we really hit the twisty-turny 
part of the trip. The on-coming 18 wheelers did 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƳ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎΩ ƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƴŜǊǾŜǎ ς and 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
efficient 4 wheel disk brakes and powerful head-
lights. The folks in the three vintage cars were 
probably enjoying the roller coaster ride even less. 
There was a startling moment as we rounded a sharp 
turn and found an 18 wheeler parked on the side of 
the road ς and as mentioned before there was no 
breakdown lane and virtually no shoulder. This little 
episode provided a good test of the Bendix designed 
ōǊŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ {ƘƻŜōƻȄ CƻǊŘǎΦ hƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
heart rate slowed we continued on through the 
darkness until we finally reached the flatlands of the 
Shenandoah Valley. The remainder of the drive from 
Glascow back to the Natural Bridge Hotel seemed 
like a cake walk after our adventures in the moun-
tains. To fully understand what this trip was like all 

Tour continued from previous page 
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you need to do is drive your V-8 over the Blue Ridge 
on Route 211 between Sperryville and Luray at night. 

Fall Tour reporting will conclude next month. 

 

 
 

5ŀǾŜ DǳƴƴŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ άCƻǊŘ ¢ǊǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 
Cars / The first 50 years: 1903-1953  
Reported by John Sweet 

Despite a long and storied history, Ford trucks 
and commercial vehicles are sometimes overlooked 
in the pantheon of Ford vehicles. Throughout the 
years Ford Trucks and Commercial vehicles were 
often unsung and most of these vehicles paid the 
ultimate price of being used to oblivion. Thus, if you 
decide to collect a Truck or Commercial vehicle you 
are, more often than not, a very dedicated individu-
al.  Our very own Dave Gunnarson is one such 
individual and gave an excellent presentation 
ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άCƻǊŘ ¢ǊǳŎƪǎ and Commercial Cars / The first 
50 years: 1903-1953 at the November meeting. 

The first order of business was a quiz!  Much like 
that dreaded pop quiz in grammar school, Dave 
asked everyone to fill out the answers to eight 
questions.  As we all took pencil in hand and burned 
a few synapses, it occurred to many of us, that this 
was going to be a fun program because there was a 
lot to learn that evening. 

5ŀǾŜΩǎ Ford Truck and Commercial Quiz 
1. Fords first Commercial Cars were sales failures? 

____ True or ____ False 
нΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άCέ {ŜǊƛŜǎ tƛŎƪǳǇ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƛƴǘǊo-
duced? 
 a. 1945 
 b. 1947 
 c. 1948 
 d. 1950 
3. What is the difference between a Ford Commer-
cial Car and a Ford Truck? 
 a. Nothing, these terms are interchangeable. 
 b. Commercial Cars are small Trucks. 
 c. A Commercial Car is based on a car chassis 

and a Truck on a very different heavy duty 
chassis. 

4. The first Ford factory pickup was built: 
a. October 23, 1916 
b. April 15, 1925 
c. March 17, 1928 

5. When was the first Ford Truck introduced? 
 a. August 12, 1903 
 b. October 10, 1904 

 c. July 27, 1917 
 d. January 9, 1924 
 e. March 15, 1924 
6. How did Henry Ford react to conversion of the 
Model T into commercial vehicles? 

 a. He provided factory supports and special 
parts. 

 b. He voided the warrantees of the converted 
car. 

 c. Ford provided conversion instructions and 
assistance to Ford Branch Offices and Dealers. 

7. What was the first year of a Ford Cabover model? 
 a. 1935 - ά5ŜŀǊōƻǊƴ [ƛƴŜέ ōȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Engineers (350 made?) 
 b. 1936 - Same as 1935 
 c. 1937 - Same as 1935 
 d. 1938 

8. Is a pickup a Commercial Car or a Truck? 
 a. No 
 b. Yes 

 c. In general no, but staring in the 1940s some 
models had larger and stronger frames, so 
technically, they are trucks. 

 

How did you do? Check your answers at the end 
of this report on page 10. 

 

Dave started out by breaking down the first 50 
years into six distinct eras.  These were: 
I. 1903 - мфлпΥ ά5ŀǊƪ !ƎŜǎΥέ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

build cars, never mind trucks. 
II. 1905 - мфмсΥ ά²ƛȊŀǊŘ ƻŦ hȊΥέ Pay no attention to 
ǘƘŜ άǘǊǳŎƪǎέ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴ 

III. 1917 - 1923: The Beginning: Model TT frames 
IV. 1924 - 1927: The First Trucks: Model TT with 

factory bodies 
V. 1928 - 1931: Improving: Model A and AA 
VI. 1932 - 1953: Flathead Years 

Dave noted that during the 1903 - 1904 period, 
Ford was just happy to sell cars although an early 
company presentation mentioned that business 
ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ άƳŀƪŜ ƻǊ ǎŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 
ǳǎŜ ƻŦ CƻǊŘ ŎŀǊǎΦέ  ¸ŜǘΣ άŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭέ ǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
appeared to be limited to signage and the novelty of 
the early automobile. In October, 1904, the company 
decided to create 10 delivery wagons, called the 
Model E or simply the Ford Delivery Car. The Model 
E was based on the Ford Model F Runabout chassis, 
but a steep price ($950) ensured that the Model E 
would not be successful.  

Trucks continued on next page 
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The 1905 Model E Ford Delivery Car. 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀǊƪ !ƎŜǎΣέ trucks and commer-
cial vehicles were still very much an after-thought 
for the Ford Motor Company.  During the 1905 to 
1916 era, commercial car ventures came in spits and 
spurts. In 1909 Ford produced the 1909 Model T 
Taximeter. Produced for only a year, the Landaulet 
was advertised as a commercial offering although 
the picture below suggests it was really designed as 
a chauffeured vehicle ς certainly not a car for the 
masses! It also was not successful.   

 
The 1909 Ford Taximeter. 

Other commercial type vehicles were the 1912 
Commercial Roadster and the 1912 Delivery Car. 
Similar in appearance to the 1905 Model E Delivery 
Car, the 1912 version also proved difficult to sell 
although it was noted that more than 500 were 
produced. It also was not successful and the compa-
ny cut prices on them to move them out of stock.  

In 1913, when Ford began to sell bare chassis 
there was the question of factory support and 
voided warrantees. Henry Ford decided to be 
draconian with his warranty policy, stating in a 
factory letter to his branch ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άaǊΦ 
Ford says that the only equipment which will be 
allowed in Ford cars will be a robe rail, a tool box on 
the running board and a clock. The addition of any 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜΦέ  So much for 
commercial bodies! As Dave noted, pretty strong 
words, but with only a 90 day factory warranty, after 
market jobbers such as Smith Form-a-Truck found 
willing buyers for a Model T conversion to a one-ton 
truck. The Smith Form-a-Truck Company provided 
frame rails, a new two piece drive shaft, springs, and 
a chain-drive axle that ingeniously used the existing 
Model T axle. All that voided HŜƴǊȅΩǎ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘȅΣ ōǳǘ 
the customer had a tough Model T truck and 
probably little concern for the warranty.  Things 
started to change however during the next era, from 
1917 to 1923. 

 
With the advent of the first World War, Henry 

began sell Model T military ambulances to the US 
Army Medical Corps and then things started to 
change. Army ambulances driven by the likes of men 
such as Walt Disney and Ernest Hemingway meant 
that toughness had to be built into the vehicle from 
the very start.  Model T ambulances proved to be as 
tough as the battlefields they served on, with 5, 745 
in government service.  

 
Ford started selling the Model TT one-ton truck 

chassis in late July of 1917. Featuring a longer and 
heaver frame, new brakes, solid rubber rear tires 
and a new overslung worm drive rear axle, these 
early Ford trucks had the reputation for not only 
being tough but a tad bit slow as well.  Dave pointed 
out from 1917 until 1920 the Model TT had a mind-
numbing top speed of 15 miles per hour!  In 1921, 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƘƛƎƘέ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǊŜŀǊ ŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ 

Trucks continued on next page 
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 but for trucks, it was still the venerable four-cylinder 
engine. This changed in 1933 with the Model BB. 
While most Model BB trucks still had the four-
cylinder engine, a few had the new flathead V-8. As 
the 1934 model run began, more and more trucks 
had the V-8 installed. Bodies ranged from Ford 
produced pickup trucks and sedan deliveries to after 
market school buses and tankers.  

 
1934 Ford Deluxe Sedan Delivery. 

In 1935 the Truck line was completely restyled 
and V-8s were now standard in all trucks.  Dave also 
noted that the sales of Ford Trucks had become very 
serious and we were treated to a virtual visit to a 
1935 Truck showroom. By reviewing the factory 
literature with the customer, the Truck Salesman 
could provide the exact truck for a customerΩs needs 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ 
included the sale of after market bodies through the 
Ford dealer network. Dave showed an example of a 
rare piece of truck literature called the 1935 Truck 
.ǳȅŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜΦ  While the cover does not say 
anything about Ford, close observation of the cover, 
which shows the Mount Palomar Observatory 
telescope pointed at a star that contains the Ford V-
8 symbol!    

 
The other interesting piece of literature on dis-

could achieve a blistering 22 miles per hour. These 
Model TTǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ CƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊǳŎƪΦ 
Naturally, custom bodies abounded.  From ice cream 
trucks to Depot Hacks, the Model TT was fitted with 
whatever body fit the customerΩs needs.  

 
In 1924 Ford decided to offer their first factory 

catalogued truck. It was called the Model TT with 
Express Body.  In ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƭŀƴŎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
considered a pickup truck. By March of 1923, the 
company had eight different body and cab combina-
tions.  By 1925, Ford set a sales record with 270,000 
units produced. On April 15, 1915, the first real Ford 
pick up truck had been introduced. Ford Trucks had 
now really arrived! 

 
A 1924 Ford Factory Canopy Express Truck - Ford's first truck bed. This 
example is fitted with canopy top, screens, and side curtains. 

During this time period, even though Ford had 
started creating their own bodies, after market 
manufactures continue to do so as well; now with 
HenryΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜƭ ! ŜǊŀ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ мфнтΣ 
the Ford Truck became more popular than ever with 
the Model AA 1 1/2 ton Truck Chassis.  Coupled with 
ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜƭ !Ωǎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ƛƴǎǇƛred styling, these trucks 
became the hit of 1928. Ford offered both a closed 
and open cab pickup that included larger four-
cylinder engine, as well as sliding-gear three speed 
transmission.  By 1930, truck buyers even had a dual 
rear wheel Dump Truck option as well as a choice 
between the standard 131.5 inch chassis and a 
longer 157 inch wheel based chassis.  

In 1932, Ford introduced the V-8 in its car line, 
Trucks continued on next page 
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  play was the Ford Truck Equipment Directory of 
1935. A quick perusal of this booklet provides a 
myriad of optional equipment and bodies available. 
In addition, a buyer would have only had to go to the 
index, select a product and could easily select the 
right Ford truck for the job.  The Booklet also 
ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘ aƻǘƻǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
aftermarket bodies that utilized the Ford Chassis.   

As Dave continued through an overview of the 
V-8 years, he noted that some Ford trucks buyers 
opted to add very custom streamlined bodies that 
promoted their products and services.  Slides 
included the McCormick streamlined semi-truck to 
.ŀǊƎŜΩǎ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ {ervice streamlined (a very elegant 
tri-toned sedan delivery.)   

 
 

 
Model changes were noted from 1938 and 1939, 

to the modern new look created for the 1942 Ford 
pick-up trucks.   

 
The pre-war styling change of this 1942 Ford pickup was continued 
until the introduction of the new F-Series in 1948. 

This squared off look continued until the end of 

the 1947 model year when the new F-Series debut-
ŜŘΦ ! ȅŜŀǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ мфпу CƻǊŘ ά.ƻƴǳǎ .ǳƛƭǘέ ¢ǊǳŎƪǎ 
were introduced.  

 
These trucks continued to use the F-Series no-

menclature, and featured a redesigned cab and 
brand new front end sheet metal. The half-ton light 
duty truck was known as the F-1 while the larger, 
three-ton rated truck was designated the F-8, with F-
2, F-3 and F-5 models in between. The F-1 model 
could be equipped with either the 226-cubic inch six-
cylinder rated at 95 horsepower or the 239-cubic 
inch V-8 rated at 100 horsepower. 1948 also saw the 
stake bed truck in a conventional cab configuration 
as well as the Cab Over Engine (COE) configuration.  

FoǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ CƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /h9 ǿŀǎ 
1938, but an aftermarket COE body provided by 
Transportation Engineers Incorporated could be 
ordered in 1935.  It was available through Ford 
dealers and was certainly an interesting looking 
truck.  

 
Dave also included a special COE built with two 

flathead V-8s and used during the Second World 
War to transport B-24 Liberator wing assemblies and 

Trucks continued from previous page 
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