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Gala continued on page 3 

It was a festive Christmas Gala at the Country Club of Fairfax on Saturday evening, December 7th.  Our 
hosts, as usual were Sandra and Cliff Green.  The joyous evening, attended by 45 of our members, will be 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŜƭŜbrations. 

The evening started out with a cocktail hour, which provided an opportunity for the attendees to mingle 
and chat with each other, especially the wives of the attendees who had a lot of catching up to do.  Many of 

http://www.nvrg.org/
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Happy New Year to All!  !ǎ L ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ŀǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ±-8s on the road for all of us to enjoy. 
For me, this coming year offers an opportunity to contribute to the friendliest, the most helpful, and the 

hands-Řƻǿƴ ōŜǎǘ ƘƻōōȅƛǎǘΩǎ Ŏƭǳō LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΦ  L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ b±wD ƻǾŜǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ŀƳ 
continually amazed at the energy this club generates each year.   

 That is of course a testimonial to the general membership as well as those who volunteer in leader-
ship positions.  I have served on the Board of Directors in various positions in years past, as secretary, as 
Valve Clatter editor, as membership chairman, and most recently as Vice President, and the Board members I 
have served with have been nothing short of exceptional.  The technical excellence of our programs and the 
ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
within.  I look for that excellence to continue in 2014. 

 {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΣ LΩƳ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ нлмо .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘƛn-
ǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΦ  IŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƴƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
in years past and is a former President himself.  Bill Simons has joined us on the Board again and will serve as 
my Vice President. 

 Several of the other Board members have changed positions ς this helps to keep things fresh and 
bring new ideas to the various positions ς and rather than take space here to announce them all, they are all 
listed on the last page.  Please review their new positions there. 

 We have created one new position that I would like to draw special attention to, and that is the chair 
of our new Sunshine Committee.  This committee keeps its pulse on the health and welfare of our members, 
and will be charged with letting us all know when one of us is ill or injured, and could perhaps use some 
άƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦέ  LΩƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Keith Randall has volunteered to chair the Sunshine Committee.  We created 
ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ  hŦǘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōȅ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ  
So please, if you know of one of our members, or their family members, who are ill or injured, let Keith 
know.  His phone number is on the last page also. 

 Before I close, I must acknowledge two things.  First, our sincere thanks to Cliff and Sandra Green for 
again sponsoring our Christmas Gala at the Country Club of Fairfax, and to Dave and Sarah Gunnarson for 
creating the table centerpieces.  They were innovative and beautiful, and the food at the club was excellent.  
It was a wonderful, fun evening. 

 And lastly, my sincere thanks to John Sweet for his service as our President these past three years.  
John has kept us all organized and focused, and the Board functioned superbly in peace and harmony under 
his leadership.  I have a lot to live up to. 

 

Jim  
WƛƳ άIƛƎƘ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦέ McDaniel 
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   Among the most popular items which saw many 
swaps during the exchange were an auto safety kit, a 
wall mounted shop extension cord retractor, a bottle 
of wine with Ford mugs filled with chocolate drops, a 
bottle of Johnny Walker Scotch, a woodie model 
station wagon, etc.  There were lots of laughs during 
the gift exchange, and it certainly was a most 
enjoyable event. 

 
David Blum unwraps his bottle of Johnny Walker Red. 

The evening was terrific.  It was evidence of the 
camaraderie which envelops our club, and the 
longstanding regard our members have for each 
other. May we enjoy another 35 years of the same!   

 
The Woodie wine decanter changed hands numerous times. 

 
 
 

An Oral History ς The Recollections of Buzzy Potter 
Recorded and edited by Dave Gunnarson. This is the 
eighth and final installment in this continuing series. 
(Ed.) 
 

Motorcycles 

Ner-A-Car 
When I was 16 I had a little English Ner-A-Car 

friction drive, two cycle, oil and gas mix motor cycle.  
This was my first motorized vehicle.  It would go fine 
on the level but not so good up a hill because friction 
drive would just slip.  But I was really happy at that 
age.  We were underage, but the local cop knew us 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
better than a bicycle.  My brother and I used to ride 

Gala continued from front page 

Love Affair continued on next page 

 

the folks had tales to tell about their comings and 
goings during the past year, especially those who 
made that wonderful cross-country tour to the 
Diamond Jubilee National Meet in Lake Tahoe. 

Next was dinner, and what a feast that was!  Fi-
let Mignon, Crab Stuffed Chicken, and a Vegetable 
platter for the vegetarians, topped off by a Crème 
Brule or Fruit Compote for dessert.  As usual, the 
food was delicious. Prior to dining, our most able 
three year president, John Sweet, handed over the 
gavel to our long time member and incoming 
president Jim McDaniel.  Jim had some special words 
ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ŀs our 
leader.  

 
Shelley Sweet and Char McDaniel smile in the background as John 
Sweeǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ b±wD ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ 
Jim McDaniel. 

Then we came to the highlight of the evening, 
the gift exchange---and I do mean exchange.  Each 
attendee had the opportunity to select a gift from 
ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƻƭέ if they in turn had brought 
one.  

Of course, they also had the opportunity of ex-
changing their selection for one which had been 
previously selected by a prior person.  The order of 
selection was determined by a random number each 
guest received upon their gift deposit.  The gift 
exchange was most ably emceed by Bill Simons, who 
as usual regaled the group with his offhanded 
comments.  

 
.ƛƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎǎŜƭ ƻƴ IŜƭŜƴ .ǳǊƴǎΩ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƘŀǘΦ  

A LIFELONG LOVE AFFAIR WITH V-8s 
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  a bicycle every day from Cabin John, Maryland to 
Bethesda Chevy-Chase High School in Bethesda, 
Maryland.  So we did that and during the winter it 
got pretty darn chilly. 

 
About 16,000 Ner-A-Car motorcycles were built in the US and England 
between 1921 and 1928; about 100 examples remain in various 
condition. Ner-A-Car was one of the first motorcycles to experiment 
ǿƛǘƘ άƘǳō ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊƪ 
system. 
 

Indian 
Then I got a powerful old Indian Chief motorcy-

cle.  It was a long way from the little two cycle Ner-
A-Car.  I was telling my buddy about it a few years 
ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǎŀƛŘ άL ǊƻŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǘƻǊcycle before 
ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΦέ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƘŀǘΚΗέ {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 
in on our conversation.  She said a guy was coming 
to their house when she was 10 years old and gave 
her a ride on the gas tank of that motorcycle along 
the driveway.  So in a way, she rode it before I did. 
 

Harley Davidson 
I got pretty well known for taking old VL Harleys 

and making them look brand new again.  When I was 
in college I was still in the motorcycle business and 
you could buy a beat ǳǇ ƻƭŘ IŀǊƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ ϷмлΦ  LΩŘ ƎŜǘ 
brand new fenders, pin stripe paint, two-tone from 
the factory for $14 a pair, paint the gas tank to 
match and suddenly it looks like a new Harley again - 
they would sell like hotcakes.  I was taking 1930 to 
Ψоо ±[Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ мфосΩǎΦ L ŘƛŘ 
quite a bit of that. 

 
! мфон IŀǊƭŜȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ±[ ά.ƛƎ ¢ǿƛƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ тп /L ǘǿƛƴ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
US between 1930 and 1936 and later in Japan under the name Rikuo. 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ L ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛŘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ 
the basement ready to go.  An old Harley dealer said 

Love Affair continued from previous page 

 ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝǳȅ, he has a 1931 VL in his 
ǎƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ϸнт ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ōƛƭƭ ƻƴ ƛǘΦέ  {ƻΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
him and offered $10 for the title.  He said sure, he 
was never going to pay the repair bill to get his bike 
back.  I also had to pay the repair bill, so it cost me 
$37.  That was a lot of money back then.  So I got it 
and gave it the new fender treatment and made it 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎe-
ƳŜƴǘΦ  LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ IŀǊƭŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ L took a belated 
honeymoon in it.  Ginny and I took it out a couple of 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ 

 
¢ƘŜ tƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƴŜȅƳƻƻƴ мфом IŀǊƭŜȅ ±[Φ 

 

LǘΩǎ ²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳ Yƴƻǿ ¢Ƙŀǘ IŜƭǇǎ 
When I was a kid a motorcycle policeman on a 

Harley pulled me over for going 35 in a 25.  So when 
L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƻǳǊǘΣ L ǎŀƛŘ ά²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ 
your honor, I looked at his motorcycle and saw it 
reading 10 miles per hour sitting still when he was 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǎŀƛŘ άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳŜ 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΚέ ά¸Ŝǎ ƳŀΩŀƳΣ ōǳǘ ΦΦΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǎƭŀƳƳŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƎŀǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά/ŀǎŜ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘΦέ  I knew that all 
Harleys had built-in slack in the speedometer cable, 
so the bike had to get up to 10 miles per hour before 
the speedometer started to move.  Harley set all 
speedometers at 10 miles per hour when resting.  
Since I worked on Harleys, I knew that fact.  Fortu-
nately, the judge cut the officer off before he could 
mention the same thing.  Got out of that one. 
 

No Way Out of This One 
I drove a motorcycle up and down the road 

standing up on the pegs singing like a canary - a good 
way to cool off in the evening.  The cops see me and 
stop me and lock me up foǊ ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
holding the handle bars and was standing up, flying 
ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƛǊŘΣ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ IŀǊƭŜȅΦ  5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ away with 
that one! 
 

Nor This One Either 
I drove the motorcycle down to Glen Echo Park 

Love Affair continued on next page 
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The water had been up to here! 

ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴ ƻƴ Řǳǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ άIŜȅ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ƳŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ 
tag. 
 
 
 

 
The Ford Motor Company line up for 1939 ς (l to r) Lincoln K Sedan;  
Lincoln Zephyr Town Sedan; the all new, middle-priced Mercury Town 
Sedan; Ford Deluxe Fordor Sedan and Ford Standard Tudor Sedan. 

Nineteen thirty nine was sort of an sort of an 
Omega and an Alpha year the for Ford Motor 
Company  ς the last year of the magnificent 1939 
Lincoln K Sedan (far left) and the first year for the all 
new middle priced-Mercury Town Sedan (middle). 

 
The Depression continued to take its toll on 

prestige automobiles ς Marmon, Pierce-Arrow and 
Duesenberg were all gone by 1939 along with the 
Packard V-мнΦ ¢ƘŜ άhƳŜƎŀέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ Y ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 
1939 ς ǎŀƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎƳŀƭΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƻƴ 
actual production but here is the range of figures 
most commonly cited: 

Year High # Low # 

1937 986 977 

1938 378 416 

1939 221 133 

Some sources report that there were 1940 Ks 
sold but these were basically leftover 1939s re-titled 
as 1940 model year vehicles. On a high note, 
however, two 1939 K convertible sedans hold a 
special place in history. One is the Brunn-bodied 
touring car builǘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
other is a LeBaron-bodied vehicle built for King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth for their 1939 tour of 
the US and Canada. 

 
The Sunshine Special was updated/hardened shortly after Pearl Harbor 
with numerous protective features. Its front end was also updated 
ǿƛǘƘ мфпн ǎƘŜŜǘ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛƳΦ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ 
with its original front end treatment. 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎŜ ±LΩǎ мфоф [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǿhat 
the original front end on the Sunshine Special looked like, although, 
the coachwork from the firewall back is different. 

CƻǊŘΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ά!ƭǇƘŀέ ŦƻǊ мфоф ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
introduction of the mid-sized, middle-priced Mercu-
ry. It rode on a four inch longer wheel base than the 
lower priced Ford, had a 95 horsepower flathead V-8 
instead of the 85 horsepower offered in the Ford 
and offered fresh new styling, particularly in its 
beautiful Sedan Coupe.  

 
1939 Mercury Sedan Coupe, 99A-72, 7,970 produced. 

1939 continued on next page     
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page 

 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF THE 1939 FORDS 
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On the engineering or technical side, Ford finally 

ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ōǊŀƪŜǎ όƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ άǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
ƻŦ ǎǘŜŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜŘŀƭ ǘƻ ǿƘŜŜƭέύ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƻŦΣ ǘƘŜ ōȅ-
then industry standard, hydraulic brakes. The cable 
brake system, introduced in 1937 was an improve-
ment over the old rod actuated system and reduced 
ǇŜŘŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ōȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘΦ {ǘƛƭƭΣ CƻǊŘΩǎ 
άƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘέ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ƭŀƎƎŜŘ ŦŀǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
hydraulic brakes offer by its competitors. Sealed 
beam headlights and a column mounted gear shift, 
however, were still a year away. 

On the design front, the 1939 Fords were the 
penultimate year for the body/platform introduced 
in 1937.  

 
ά!ƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ŏƭŀȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
the final design of the 1939 Deluxe Ford front end. Note the screw jack 
holding up the heavy form, (and) the small hood side V-8 emblem in 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƎƘΧΦέ Famous Ford V-8s, Lorin Sorensen.  

As can be seen in the image above many vestiges 
of 1938 styling still remained at this point: the front 
fender/headlight configuration and the shape and 
ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ ǎǿƻƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƻŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
was going to be a one piece hood or would still have 
removable hood sides. In any event, many changes 
were to come before the 1939 models went into 
production.  

 
A prototype 1939 Convertible Sedan sports a 1938 style license plate 
light/deck handle, a single stainless spear on the hood and 1938 style 
hub caps. 

 
1939 frames moving down the assembly line upside down. Big Truck, 
Ford and Mercury frames are all on the same line. You can distinguish 
the Mercury frame by the Ford 1941 style gas tank. 

 
Right side up now, a 1939 Mercury frame is about to receive its 95 
horsepower V-8. 

 
Ford and Mercury bodies getting buffed out after coming out of the 
drying oven. Note the difference in the Mercury and Ford firewalls. 

1939 continued from previous page 

1939 continued on next page 

Blanked out on 
purpose to hide a 
non-1939 picture. 

ά[ŀȊȅ уέ 
emblem 

Ford 

Mercury 

 

Mercury Tank 

Ford Tank 

 

Big Truck Chassis. Look 
at those springs! 

 


