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It was afestive Christmas Gala at the Country Club of Fairfax on Saturday evening, Decémt@ur7
hosts, as usual were Sandra and Cliff Green. The joyous evening, attended by 45 of our members,
NEBYSYOSNBR Fa 2yS 2F (KSbatbsii 2F G(KS / fdwQa /K

The evening started out with a cocktail hour, which provideapportunity for the attendees to mingle
and chat with each other, especially the wives of the attendees who had a lot of catching up to do. Mg

Galacontinued on page 3
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For me, this coming year offers an opportunity to contribute to the friendliest, thetmelpful, and the
handsR2 6y 0Sal K2o0o0@AailiQa Ofdom LQBS SOSNI oSSy |,
continually amazed at the energy this club generates each year.

That is of course a testimonial to the general membership el as those who volunteer in leade
ship positions. | have served on the Board of Directors in w&nmsitions in years past, ascsetary, as
Valve Clatter editor, as membership chairman, and most recently as Vice President, and the Board m
hawe served with have been nothing short of exceptional. The technical excellence of our programs
GFrNASGe YR AYyGSNBadG 2F 2dzNJ G2dz2NA 2dzad R2yQi
within. | look for that excellence to ctinue in 2014.

{LISIF1AYy3 2F GKS .2FNRX LQY loaz2ftdzisSte RSh-A
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in years past and is a former Pigent himself. Bill Simonshas joined us on the Board again and will serve
my Vice President.

Several of the other Board members have changed positiotigs helps to keep things fresh ar
bring new ideas to the various positiogand rather than the space here to announce them all, they are
listed on the last page. Please review their new positions there.

We have created one new position that | would like to draw special attention to, and that is the
of our newSunshine Committee This committee keeps its pulse on the health and welfare of our mem
and will be charged with letting us all know when one of us is ill or injured, and could perhaps use¢
Gf ATGAY I dzLI® ¢ KeithIR@ndalhBsS/dluntBeied 1 BhaifiekStinghine Committee. We creat:
GKA& LIaAdAzy o0SOlFdzasS 200Farzylitftes Ay GKS LI
1y26 Fo2dzi AGO® h¥dSy Ad ¢2ddZd R 0SS 1y26y o0& LIS
So pleasgif you know of one of our members, or their family members, who are ill or injured, let |
know. His phone number is on the last page also.

Before | close, | must acknowledge two things. First, our sincere tha@tgftand Sandra Greefor
againsponsoring our Christmas Gala at the Country Club of Fairfax, dddvi® and Sarah Gunnarsdar
creating the table centerpieces. They were innovative and beautiful, and the food at the club was ex
It was a wonderful, fun evening.

And lastly,my sincere thanks tdohn Sweefor his service as our President these past three ye
John has kept us all organized and focused, and the Board functioned superbly in peace and harmol
his leadership. | have a lot to live up to.

Jim
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Galacontinued from front page
the folks had tales to tell about their comings ant Among the most popular items which saw man
goings during the past year, especially those wkswaps during the exchange were an auto safety Kit,
made that wonderfli crosscountry tour to the wall mountedshopextension cordetractor, a bottle
Diamond Jubile®ationalMeet in Lake Tahoe. of wine with Ford mugslled with chocolate dropsa

Next was dinner, and what a feast that wast Fbottle of Johnny WalkerScotch, a woo@ model
let Mignon, Crab Stuffed Chicken, and a Vegetakstation wagon, etc. There were lots of laughs durin
platter for the vegetarians, topped off by a Crém¢the gift exchange, and it certainly was a mos
Brule or Fruit Compote for dessertAs usual, the enjoyable event
food was delicious. Prior to dining, our most abl ’
three year president, John Sweet, handed over th
gavel to our long time member and incoming
president Jim McDaniel. Jim had some special wor
G2 areé NBIFNRAY3I W2KolQ.
leader.

DaV| BIum unwr@s his bottle of Johnny Walker Red.

The evening was terrific. It was evidence of th
camaraderie which envelops our club, and th
longstanding regard our members have for eac
other. May we enjoy another 35 years of the same!

SheIIeySWeet and Char McDaniel smile in the background as Jot

Swedi LINBLI NBa (2 KFyR 208N §KS O
Jim McDaniel.

Then we came to the highlight of the evening|.
the gift exchange-and | do mean exchangeEach
attendee had the opportunityto selecta gift from

iKS @02y i NX heziniu@nfiad basught ¢[ 4

one. The Woodie wine decantechanged hands numerous times.

Of coursethey also had the opportunity ofxe
changing their selection for one which had be A LIFELONG LOVE AFFAIR WiB$1 V

previously selected by a prior person. The order _ _
selection was determined by a random number eacAn Oral Historyc TheRecollectiors of Buzzy Potter

guest received upon their gift deposit. The gncRecorded and edited by Dave Gunnarson. This is

exchange was most ably emceed by Bill Simons weighth and final installment in this continuing series
as usal regaled the group with his offhanded Ed.)
comments.

Motorcycles
Ner-A-Car

When | was 16 | had a little English MeCar
friction drive, two cycle, oil and gas mix motor cycle
This was my first motorized vehicle. It would go fin
on the level but not so good up a hill because frictio
drive would just slip. But | was reallyappy at that
age. We were underage, but the local cop knew t
YR glayQid 3I2Ay3a G2 g2
better than a bicycle. My brother and | used to rid
: Love Affaircontinued on next page
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Love Affaircontinued from previous page
a bicycle every day from Cabin John, Maryland ‘& , 2 dz & K 2 dzf R he&dh&sSa 163K Nl in s

Bethesda ChevgZhase High School in Betiua, a K2LJ ¢gA 0K | bPuT1T NBLI AN
Maryland. So we did that and during the winter ihim and offered $10 for the title. He said sure, h
got pretty darn chilly. was never going to pay the repair bill to get hike

back. | also had to pay the repair bill, so it cost
$37. That was a lot of money back then. So | got
and gave it the new fender treatment and made i
0S|I dzii A Fdzt @ LidQa adiafef

YSYy G o LGQa Y& wHok@ddkied
honeymoon in it. Ginny and | took it out a couple ¢
@8SIFNE 323 odzi L R2yQi

About 16,000 NeiA-Car motorcycles were built in the US and England
between 1921 and 1928; about 100 examples remain in various
condition. NerA-Car was one of the first matrcycles to experiment
gAUK GKdzo OSYyGdSNI adSSNAy3Ié NI GK
system.

Indian
Then | got a powerful old Indian Chief motprc {8
cle. It was a long way from the little two cydler-

A-Car. | was telling my buddy about it a fgears | TE : 5 :
32 FyR Yé @gATS &ycle Befod L S NDa K2ySeyvYz2y M
82dz RARPARIT da, 2dz ¢KI (GKH

in on our conversation. She said a guy was comib U @& 2 Kl i 2dz Yy2g ¢KIU
When | was a kid a motorcycle policeman on

to their house when she was 10 years old and ga ) )
her a ride on the gas tank of that motordg along Harley pulled me cer for going 35 in a 25. So wher
gSyu 02 [ 2dzNUX L &l A

the driveway. So in a way, she rode it before | did. L :
your honor, | looked at his motorcycle and saw

Harley Davidson reading 10 milesper hour sitting stilwhen he was

| got pretty well known for taking old VL Harley$ NA G Ay 3 (KBS (3@RI8 & A
and making them look brand new again. When Iwi2 T T A OSNXX¥ S a o 8z Wl oé ¢
in college | was still in the motorcycle business ari KS 3 @St | yR abd kriRd thab dll
you could buy a beatizL) 2t R | | NX¥ S& Harleys had builin slack in the speedometer cable,
brand new fenders, pin stripe paint, twtone from so the bike had to get up to 10 miles per hour befor
the factory for $14 a pair, paint the gas tank tcthe speedometer started to move. Harley set a
match and suddenly it looks like a new Harley agairspeedometers 810 miles per hour when resting.
they would sell like hotcakes. | was taking 1930 1Since | worked on Harleys, | knew that fact. &ort
Woo [ QayBHYRKSY]Itf f 2:inately, thejudge cut the officer off before he coulc
guite a bit of that. mention the same thing. Got out of that one.

No Way Out of This One

| drove a motocycle up and down the road
standing up on the pegs singing like a canargood
way to cool off in the evening. The cops see me al
stopme and lockmeupRJ NS O1f Saa R
holding the handle bars and was standing up, flyir
fA1S | O0ANRZI 322 Rawaytwith
that one!

! mMpoH | FNISe 51F@ARa2y +[ a. A3 . .

US between 1930 and 1936 and later in Japan under the name Rikuo. NOI’lT:IS Ontf] Elthetl’ e d © Gl Echo P
¢KS fI ai zyg L YIRS A& rove the motorcycle down to Glen Echo Par
the basement ready tgo. An old Harley dealer said Love Affaircontinued on next page
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Love Affaircontinued from previous

2yS yYAIKLGOD ¢KS L}2fAOS' Some sources report that there were 1940
@2dzNJ Gl 3a FNB RSI Ro¢ ¢sold but these were basically leftover 1939¢titked
tag. as 1940 model year vehicles. On a high nc

however, two 1939 K convertible sedans hold
special place in history. One is the Brtbodied
touring car buii F2NJ t NBAARSYI
Oo2yvyyvyzyfe 1y2s6y |a GKS
other is a LeBarchodied vehicle built for King
George Vand Queen Elizabeth for tirel939 tour of
the US and Canada.
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The Sunshine Special was updated/hardened shortly afeerarl Harbor
with numerous protective features. Its front end was also updater
GAGK monu aKSSG YSiGFt FyR GNRAYCd
The Ford Motor Company line up for 1939(l to r) Lincdn K Sedan; W|th |ts orlglnal front end treatment.

Lincoln Zephyr Town Sedan; the all new, midgieced Mercury Town N

Sedan; Ford Deluxe Fordor Sedan and Ford Standard Tudor Sedan.

Nineteen thirty nine was sort of agort of an
Omega and an Alphyear the for Ford Motor eSS
Company ¢ the last yea of the magnificent 1939 | i
Lincoln K Sedan (far left) and the first year for the ¢ .
new middle priceeMercury Town Sedan (middle).

¢CKA& LIAOGAINBE 2F YAy3 DS2NHS hal
the original front end on the Sunshine Special looked like, althoug
the coachwork from the firewall back is different.

C2NRQa O0S3IAYYAYy3I 2N
introduction of the midsized, middlegoriced Merai-
ry. It rode on a four inch longer vkl base than the
lower priced Ford, had a 95 horsepower flathea8 \
instead of the 85 horsepower offered in the Fo

The Depression continued to take its toll orand offered fresh new styling, particularly in i
prestige automobilex; Marmon, PierceArrow and beautiful Sedan Coupe.

Duesenberg were all gone by 3® along with the
PackardMaH ® ¢KS ahYS3tée F2I
1939¢cal f Sa ¢SNB RAaAYLE ®
actual production but here is the range of figure:
most commonly cited:

Year ~ High# | Low# |

1937 986 977

1938 378 416 1939 Mercury Sedan Coupe, 998, 7,970 produced.

1939 221 133 1939continued on next page
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1939continued from previous page

On the engneering or technical side, Ford final
3 @S dzld 2y YSOKLF YyAOL f
2T aGSSt FTNRBY LISRI§ -2
then industrystandard hydraulic brakes. The cabl
brake system, introduced in 1937 was an im@o\
ment over the old rod aoated system and reducec
LISRIf LINBaadaNE o6& o2
GAYLINROSRE
hydraulic brakes offer by its competitors. Seal

beam headlights and a column mounted gear sh

however, were still a year away
On the design front, the 1939 Fords were tl

penultimate year for the body/platform introducec |

in 1937.
Blanked out on e

purpose to hide a mmm———r o
non-1939 picture.

a!'y SINIe Ofle Y2RSt 02y O0SLI &l
the final design of the 1939 Deluxe Ford front end. Note the screw ja
holding up the heavy form, (and) the small hood side8/emblem in
i KS NEZFRAJSFord s Lorin Sorensen.

As can be seen in the image above many vesti
of 1938 styling still remained at this point: the frot
fender/headlight configuration and the shape ar
R2gy sl NR a¢22L) 2F GKS

was going to be a one piece hood or would s@ivé
removable hood sides. In any event, many chan
were to come before the 1939 models went int
production.

A prototype 1939 Convertible Sedan sports a 1938 style license pli
light/deck handle, a single stainless spear on the hood and 1938 st
hub caps.

YSOKI yAOIt [BNS

1939 frames moving down the assembly line upside down. Big Tru
Ford and Mercury frames are all on the same line. You can distingu
the Mercury frame by the Ford 1941 style gas tank.

Right side up now, a 1939 Mercury frame is about to raeeiits 95

horsepower \/8.

Ford

/'

Ford and Mercury bodies getting buffed out after coming out of the
drying oven.Note the difference in the Mercurnand Fordfirewalls.

1939continued on next page
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