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Gay Harrington, Sandra Green, Helen Burns, Sarah Gunnarson, Char McDaniel, Linda Hoyt, Cindy DuBois and Norma Blum pose for a photo op in front 

ƻŦ 9ǊƛŎ ½ŀǳǎƴŜǊΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ¢ƻǊǇŜŘƻ wƻŀŘǎǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŎƻŀŎƘ-built car and Spindizzy collection 
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When the phone rang one morning last summer I never dreamed that the day would turn out to be so 
memorable. The guy calling me explained that he was an old car guy who recently moved into the neighbor-
hood from California, heard about me and was wondering if it would be OK to stop by to see my collection. I 
said sure. So he comes rumbling down the driveway in this completely custom crafted magazine cover car 
that was detailed like a Swiss watch. After viewing my indoor junkyard he asked me if I would like to see his 
collection, explaining that he only lived a mile or two away. 

His estate is extraordinary, which he said was formerly owned by a member of the Marriott family. It 
seems the twelve car garage was no longer adequate for Mr. Marriott's growing car collection. Several more 
exotic creations were neatly lined up in a garage fit for a king. I had seen them in recent issues of The 
Rodder's Journal and other magazines but here they were in living color - all I could do was stand there in 
stunned amazement. 

Dizzy continued on page 3 

http://www.nvrg.org/
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April 2015 
Well, a MIRACLE happened overnight!  Two days ago I drove out of our neighborhood with it looking like it 

has for the last several months.  The leaves on the trees long-gone and the small flowering plants along the fence 
line to our community looking like bouquets of dead sticks in the ground.  Classic winter! 

Yesterday, when I drove out of the community, those stick bouquets ALL had small yellow flowers all over 
them, and the trees had similar pink buds just squirming to get out to the warmer temps.  Just one day and 
winter seemingly turned to spring.  After a few cold days in March, followed by a few warm days, looks like we 
Ƴŀȅ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ !ǇǊƛƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ  !ǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ !ǇǊƛƭ 
showers. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǇǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 
ά¢ǳƴƛƴƎ-ǳǇ !ŦǘŜǊ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜΦέ  Eric Sumner organized a very informative presentation of what to check and 
Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  bƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛǇǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ 
weather.  Thanks for an excellent program, Eric. 

Our garage tour for March was one for the books!  Hank Dubois coordinated a tour of 9ǊƛŎ ½ŀǳǎƴŜǊΩǎ wildly 
ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ōǳƛƭǘ Ƙƻǘ ǊƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά¢ŜǘƘŜǊ /ŀǊǎΦέ  9ǊƛŎΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ǌǳƴ-
of-the-mill hot rods. Each car is custom designed and built ς literally each car is one-of-a-kind.  This tour was 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ǘƻǳǊ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜ-up in this issue for many more 
details and photos of the cars, as well as an explanation of what a tether car is.  Our most sincere thanks to Eric 
for his hospitality and him opening his collection to us. 

For our April membership meeting, the focus will be the 75th anniversary of the 1940 Ford, Mercury, and 
Lincoln.  Cliff Green will review the Ford and Mercury for us and John Sweet will cover the Lincoln.  We also have 
the honor and distinct pleasure of having Jon Anderson, the Early Ford V-8 National Director, Mid-Atlantic join us 
on April 14 for our meeting. Jon has expresǎŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
comfortable with driving your car at night (going home after the meeting), let me ask you to drive your car to the 
meeting for a show-and-tell with the Mid-Atlantic National Director. 

For ouǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ aŀȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ CƻǊŘΣ aŜǊŎǳǊȅΣ ƻǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘΦ 

We have another slate of interesting tours, shows, and activities coming your way again this year.  First will 
ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ tƻƪŜǊ wǳƴ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нрΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊŦŀȄ /ŀǊ {Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
to thank our Tours chairman Hank Dubois and our meeting Program chairman Joe Freund for all the time they 
put into researching, organizing, and bringing to us all such interesting venues and activities.  Thank you guys! 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ άaŜŜǘ ¸ƻǳǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΦέ  9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀ 
different Director.  The first, last month, was your Vice President, Bill Simons.  I will provide the second one, as 
ȅƻǳǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻƴ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±/ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

 

Jim  
WƛƳ άIƛƎƘ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦέ aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
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  Traditional hot rods appear to be the inspiration, but 
these vehicles exhibit a level of imagination, crafts-
manship and detail lifting them to a level far beyond 
anything we would have seen cruising Main Street in 
our youth.  Mr. Zausner related to club members the 
history of each.  His interpretation of a 1936 Ford 
coupe, for example, is based on the idea of a 
returning World War II P-51 Mustang fighter pilot 
(who was a hot rodder before the war) wanting a car 
ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ǊƻŘ 
with aviation-themed features such as aluminum 
pontoon fenders, airplane-like instruments and a 
roof that lifts like the canopy of a plane. 

 
Eric reminded us that a 1957 T-Bird with factory dual four barrels was 
ŀƴ ά9έ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άCέ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tŀȄǘƻƴ 
{ǳǇŜǊŎƘŀǊƎŜǊΦ IŜ ǊŜŎƪƻƴǎ Ƙƛǎ Ωрт ¢-Bird motor with dual four barrels 
and dual superchargers ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άDέ ƳƻŘŜƭΗ 

 
¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƻŦ 9ǊƛŎΩǎ мфос Aerocoupe would make any pilot feel right at 
home. 

It was abundantly ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ aǊΦ ½ŀǳǎƴŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
just commission these cars and pay the bills.  He was 
intimately involved in the concept, design and 
acquisition of parts.   

His Steampunk was inspired by the Blue Train 
Bentley racing car of the late 1920s, re-interpreted 

Dizzy continued from front page 

Dizzy continued on next page 

 

Part of the mansion was converted into a very 
sumptuous museum for his world class "spindizzy" 
tether car collection. Some older guys in the club will 
fondly remember these. They are amazing little 
works of art with hundreds of examples on display. 

I urge all of you to go on this tour. 

 
An early home-built spindizzy ς internet photo 

 
Later on they came in kit form ς internet photo 

 

Works of Automotive Art 
By Clark Hoyt 

Hank Dubois organized the garage tour to top all 
garage tours on March 21st, at the Potomac, MD, 
home of Eric Zausner.  Mr. Zausner, who had a long 
and highly successful career in the energy business, 
opened his collection of five one-off, hand-built 
creations by Moal Coachbuilders of Oakland, CA.  
And we were invited to browse his private museum, 
attached to the garage and filled with tether cars, 
ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŀŎŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфолǎ ŀƴŘ ΨплǎΦ 

 

 
The cars by Moal are works of automotive art.  

http://www.moal.com/index.html
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within a chopped 1933 Ford Victoria body shell and 
powered by a Falconer V-12 airplane engine, de-
tuned to be drivable on the ground.   

 
A 1929 Bentley Blue Train. 

 
LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Blue Train in the {ǘŜŀƳǇǳƴƪΩǎ 
overall proportions, sloped roofline and cycle fenders. Hot Rod 
magazine photo. 

 
Designed and built by famed race car engine builder Ryan Falconer, the 
флх all aluminum V-12 is based on the proven small block Chevy design. 
Eric said the engine develops 1,100 ft lb. of torque at idle. Triple carbon 
fiber clutch discs and dual rear wheels are used to get this unbelievable 
power to the road. Hot Rod magazine photo. 

Street Rodder said, of Mr. Zausner's red Ferrari-
powered Torpedo ǊƻŀŘǎǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ άǇƻƭŀǊƛȊŜǎ Ƙƻǘ ǊƻŘŘŜǊǎΦ 
You either love it or you hate it, but you sure can't 
ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ƛǘΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ǊƻŘ ƻǊ ŀ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŀǊΚέ  ¢ƘŜ 
magazƛƴŜΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άΧǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ 
of cars will be another spoke in the street rodding 

Dizzy continued from previous page 

 ǿƘŜŜƭΦέ 

 
Back in 2002 Eric told !ǳǘƻǿŜŜƪΥ άI got it in my mind that I wanted to 
build a hot rod out of an Italian parts bin instead of a Ford parts bin. So 
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ωон ƎǊƛƭƭŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ у/ !ƭŦŀ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ ƴƻǎŜΦ 
LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ωон ǊŜŀǊ ōƻŘȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ мсс ¢ƻǳǊƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅΦ 
Instead of having a small-ōƭƻŎƪ /ƘŜǾȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ±мн CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ 
That kind of thing.έ 

   
The inspiration for the Torpedo comes from these cars: the  Alfa-Romeo 
on the left and the Ferrari on the right. 

The shop from which these cars emerged is op-
erated by Steve Moal, whose grandfather came to 
the United States from France at the turn of the 20th 
Century and established a shop in which he outfitted 
horse-drawn wagons with hand-crafted bodies and 
ǿƘŜŜƭǎΦ  {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ DŜƻǊƎŜΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻ 
body shop at the location where the family business 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  {ǘŜǾŜ aƻŀƭ ōǳƛƭǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ aƻǎǘ 
Beautiful Roadster in 2004. 

 

A Great Day with My Grandsons 
By Dave Westrate 

When we learned about the tour to see Eric 
Zausner's collection, the first thought I had was what 
a great opportunity for my six grandsons to see 
something so unusual and so close to home. They 
were very excited but had to wait an extra week 
when our tour was postponed ς the wait was hard 
for them but the tour was certainly well worth the 
wait. The five hand-made cars were stunning and 
then some and the collection of tether cars was so 
impressive. Who knew that such a sport even existed 
back in the day. I debriefed the boys on their 
impressions and they all had a wonderful time. 

Jacob said that the red car was his favorite and 
the one with the aircraft engine was very interesting. 

Dizzy continued on next page 

http://falconerengines.com/faq.php?faq=falconer_v12
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He liked the tether cars also. 

 
A mega slot car track and shelf after shelf of spindizzies ς ŀ ōƻȅΩǎ 
childhood dream comes true right before their eyes. 

David also liked the red hot rod and had fun go-
ing on the tour with his cousins. He could not believe 
the value of the cars. Eli commented on how unique 
the collection was, and he loved the car with the 
dual wheels and aircraft engine. He also liked going 
to the Vienna Inn after the tour for chili dogs.   

 
You need a lot of traction to put all that horsepower to use. 

Nate's favorite was the 1936 Ford that was put 
together with a lot of aircraft features and, like the 
other boys, he was impressed with the hot rod with 
the aircraft engine. Nate also liked the big slot car 
display in the office area. Isaac's favorite was the Ψ36 
Ford, and he liked the red Alligator upholstery in one 
car and thought the tether cars were "cool." Like the 
others, he liked the car with the airplane engine.  

My favorite part was to spend the day with the 
boys.  

 

Beyond Anything I could Have Imagined 
By Gay Harrington 

What better way to leave behind the dreary, 
cold winter than to be invited to tour Mr. Eric 
½ŀǳǎƴŜǊΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ-of-a-kind 
ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘŜǘƘŜǊέ 
cars?  I was fortunate to be among the NVRG 
members and guests who spent the morning of the 
second official day of spring doing just thatτviewing 
our hoǎǘΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎŀǊǎ LΩŘ 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ   

 
It was easy to appreciate the care and crafts-

manship that Mr. Zausner brings to these collec-
tions, and many other things it seemed, as we 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ  LΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƎƴƛŦi-
cent airplane wing desk, his extensive and detailed 
track lay-ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ άǘŜǘƘŜǊέ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ 
displayed, the antique Texaco gas pump, and one of 
my favoritesτthe 1959 Cadillac tail light sculpture 
ǿƛǘƘ 9Ř wƻǘƘΩǎ άwŀǘ Cƛƴƪέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΗ 

 
Lots of mid-50s GM chrome went into this unique Rat Fink lamp. 

Just about anywhere you looked there were 
ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ aǊΦ ½ŀǳǎƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǇǊŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ 
for his hobbies.  Here is a man who truly has com-
bined creative vision and technical knowledgeτhe 
ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦΗ  L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇƛƴǇƻƛƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƻǘ ǊƻŘ L 
liked the bestτeach one was designed so different-
ly, and each had its own unique, interesting details.  
Mr. Zausner drives them all, which was so nice to 
hear.   

 
The flawlessly executed Ardun-powered Speedway Special ƛǎ 9ǊƛŎΩǎ 
concept of what a skilled Gasoline Alley machinist/mechanic could 
ƘŀǾŜ ōǳƛƭǘ άōŀŎƪ-in-the day.έ 

Dizzy continued from previous page 

Dizzy continued on next page 
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LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ !ǊŘŜƴ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŦƭŀǘƘŜŀŘΣ ŀ aƛƭƭŜǊ C²5-inspired grille, 
a Duval windshield, a Ross steering box and a set of Parnelli Jones 
ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ǘƻƻƭ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƴƪ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǊŜŀǊ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ōƻȄ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
always be ready for the street, salt or dirt track. 

If a by-stander only gets a glimpse at one of 
these works of art, it is a good day.  We were given 
much more than a passing glance, so it was a great 
ŘŀȅΗ  ! ōƛƎ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ aǊΦ ½ŀǳǎƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
b±wDΩǎ Iŀƴƪ 5ǳ.ƻƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 
for all who attended this event! 

 
9ǊƛŎΩǎ 1934 Zephyr under construction at Moal Brothers. The boattail is 
reminiscent of mid-30s Duesenbergs and Auburns. Powered comes 
from a healthy nailhead Buick. Moal Brothers photo. 

 
The interior of the Zephyr continues the Duesenberg/Aurburn theme 
with this engine-turned dashboard and Cord inspired levers. The 
picture was taken when Eric had the Zephyr at the Fair Lakes Cars and 
Coffee one Sunday. 
 

Spindizzies 
By Ken Burns 

I grew up building model airplanes (probably no 
surprise to most of you) and eventually graduated 

from rubber powered ones to Cox or McCoy pow-
ered tethered models. I can still remember twirling 
in circles flying those things and feeling kind of dizzy 
after a successful flight. I defined successful flights as 
those where the plane ran out of fuel before I 
crashed it trying some new acrobatic maneuver. 
Little did I know that there was another whole world 
out there where I could get just as dizzy spinning 
around in circles with a powered toy race car.  

Eric has probably the premier Spindizzy collec-
tion in the world, is a noted authority on them and 
wrote a book about them back in 1998 titled: 
Spindizzies: Gas-Powered Model Racers. The follow-
ing is a quote from Eric that appeared on the 
Hemmings blog, March 19, 2012.  

�~�����P�]�v�� �‹�µ�}�š���•�� �^At a small antique show in the 
mid-1980s, I spotted an old red model of a race car, 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ άŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜέ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ LΩd 
never seen anything like it, but it was irresistible ς 
big, well made and obviously a real racer, but in 
ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ά5ƻƻƭƛƴƎΦέ Lǘ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
spot. I was hooked. I have now been collecting for 
ƻǾŜǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
shipping containers packed with new surprises ς 
even though I now have over 300 cars! 

These miniature vintage racers are also diverse ς 
from early midget and Indy cars to sleek streamliners 
and innovative hot rods. Famous racers, big-time 
manufacturers and individual craftsmen of unparal-
leled talent combined to create a diversity of models 
that is staggering. And racing improved the breed. 

From its start in the late 1930s until the hobby 
almost withered away in the mid 1950s, these 
miniature racers evolved as rapidly as cars in the real 
world ς more powerful engines, more sophisticated 
suspensions and drive systems and improved 
aerodynamics. Spindizzies are a unique combination 
of racing history, Americana, art and automotive 
technology ς ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƘŀƴƎŀǊ 
to house your collection! 

This book has four very different objectives. 
CƛǊǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ άŎƻŎƪǘŀƛƭ ǘŀōƭŜέ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊ ƴǳǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
lots of large full-color pictures. Second, I hope it will 
be a useful reference source, with all the major cars 
available to the author documented with pictures 
and key identification facts. Third, the early chapters 
highlight the evolution of the technology and paint a 
picture of some of the leaders in the hobby. Last, but 
not least, for the first time, an extensive summary 
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