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The 1940 Fords, Lincolns and Mercurys 

By Wayne Chadderton  

 
In Atlanta, Georgia, a brand new 1940 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet leads the December 1939 celebration of the premier of Gone with the Wind. At the 
12th Academy Awards held in 1940, it received ten Academy Awards from 13 nominations, including wins for Best Picture, Best Director, Best Adapted 
Screenplay, Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress. It set records for the total number of wins and nominations at the time. When adjusted for 
monetary inflation, it is still the most successful film in box-office history.  
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1940 continued on page 3 

Our April meeting was a celebration of the 75th anniversary of Ford aƻǘƻǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 1940 line of new cars. 
The celebration was led by John Sweet and Cliff Green.  John began with a summary of significant events that 
occurred in 1940 such as DƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴŘΩǎ domination at the box office and the Academy Awards. It was the 
year that Tiffany & Company moved to the first air conditioned store in the country at 727 Fifth Avenue establish-
ing that area of Manhattan ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ most fashionable shopping district. In automobile related news the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike opened on October 1, 1940. During the 1930s the Pennsylvania Turnpike was designed to 
improve automobile transportation across the mountains of Pennsylvania, using seven tunnels built in the 1880s 
for the abandoned South Pennsylvania Railroad. The turnpike ran between Pittsburgh and Harrisburg as the first 
long-distance, limited-access highway in the United States. 

http://www.nvrg.org/
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May 2015 
How delightful the ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊa-

ǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ  L ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
behind us and to get our cars back out on the road. 

I ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-wishes, the 
calls, cards, visits, and e-mails expressing concern following my recent open-heart surgery.  I had a leaking mitral 
ǾŀƭǾŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ άaŀȊŜέ ǇǊƻŎŜŘure to correct my atrial fibrillation (A-ŦƛōύΦ  LΩƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
surgery now and my recovery is coming along quite well.  Both procedures were apparently successful, but more 
time is needed to be sure.  One remaining issue is getting my low blood pressure resolved, and the doctors are 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǎŀƎŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ LΩƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ 
ǎǇŜŜŘΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ  L ƻŦŦŜǊ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ Bill 
Simons ŦƻǊ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ LΩƳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ 

I now have a much greater appreciation for the surgery Jim Cross went through several months back, 
which was very similar to mine.  I talked with Jim before my surgery and he was doing very well at the time.  I 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ  LΩƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Jim and Edna have agreed to host our summer 
picnic at their farm.  Stay tuned for details to come later, but pencil in the picnic for Saturday, August 29.  

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅΣ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ b±wD ǇƻƪŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŧǳƴ 
for those attending.  The day was cloudy, but the rain held off until all participants had a chance get home safely.  
They had a great lunch at ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƪŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ IŜŀŘ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ ƛƴ ¦ǇǇŜǊǾƛƭƭŜΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ  /ƭǳō 
members Wayne Chadderton, Bill Simons, and Hank Dubois planned the various aspects of the poker run. 

hǳǊ aŀȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ά.ǳȅƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ CƻǊŘΣ aŜǊŎǳǊȅΣ ƻǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΦέ !ƭƭ ŀt-
tending members will be asked to share their experiences in purchasing their cars.  Some of us did very well, 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ   9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ CƻǊŘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ 
be lessons provided that we can all learn from. 

Our fall tour is being planned now and will be a road-trip to beautiful western Maryland and southern 
Pennsylvania.  The dates are October 23, 24, and 25.  Wayne Chadderton, Don Lombard, and Bill Simons are 
planning and coordinating the tour. 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмр 9ŀǊƭȅ CƻǊŘ ±-8 Eastern National Meet in Concord, North Carolina.  
The dates are June 8-11.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊŦŀȄ /ŀǊ {Ƙƻǿ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мсΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏƻ-sponsor each year with the 
City of Fairfax.  Dave Westrate is again handling all the details and is single-handedly responsible for making this 
a great show for our Club.  Dave of course gets a lot of support from many club members who work the show 
with him, but wiǘƘƻǳǘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ 5ŀǾŜΦ 

And finally, a special thanks to Gay Harrington for taking the lead to get 5ƛŎƪ [ŜōƪƛŎƪŜǊΩǎ collection of Ca-
dilƭŀŎ ŀƴŘ [ŀ{ŀƭƭŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ wŜƎƛƻƴ /ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎκ[ŀ{ŀƭƭŜ /ƭǳōΦ  LΩŘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ .h5 ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ 5ƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻǘƻƳŀŎ /ƭǳōΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the material is quite rare. ThŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ DŀȅΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Vince Tagliano, 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭǳōΣ ǿŀǎ άgrateful for everything and said several times how nice it was of our club to think 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ  5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ Ŏoming later for our August Ice Cream Social and auction 
ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 5ƛŎƪΩǎ ±-8 literature will be put up for auction for our Club members. 

Jim  
WƛƳ άIƛƎƘ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦέ aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
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  the Grand Central Palace in New York City.  How-
ever, rather than participating in that show, Ford 
ƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ά!ǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘȅƭŜ 
{Ƙƻǿέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ .ŀƭƭǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ Iotel 
Astoria. 

 
Ford ōƛƭƭŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘȅƭŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ мфплέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŀƴƪȅ IƻǘŜƭ 
Astoria ballroom. 

 
A Lincoln Continental Cabriolet (L) and Lincoln Zephyr Convertible on 
display in the ornate Hotel Astoria ballroom. 

Next John walked us through the new 1940 
Mercurys wƘƛŎƘ CƻǊŘ ōƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άvǳŀƭƛǘȅ /ŀǊ ŦƻǊ 
мфплΦέ Lƴ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊΣ aŜǊŎǳǊȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
model, the 4 door Convertible Sedan and made 
minor updates to the 4 models introduced in 1939. 

 

1940 continued from front page 

1940 continued on next page 

 

 
Ford COE dump trucks were used by Pennsylvania Turnpike contractor 
Nello L. Teer. Ford News, October 1940 image. 

 
Map of initial portion of turnpike. Ford News, October 1940. 

 The Pennsylvania Turnpike led the way to the 
construction of other limited-access toll roads and 
eventually the Interstate Highway System. 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƭŀōƻǊ ǳƴǊŜǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǘǘƭŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǾŜǊǇŀǎǎέ ƛƴ мфотΣ CƻǊŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ƴƻƴ-
union auto manufacturer until May, 1941. Even with 
labor problems in 1940 Ford, for the second year in a 
ǊƻǿΣ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ мфоуΩǎ 
abysmal low point.  

 1938 1939 1940 

Ford 410,263 487,031 599,175 

Lincoln 19,527 21,133 24,712 

Mercury - 69,135 82,770 

The topic then turned to the 1940 Fords and 
Cliff. Ford held a media day for the automotive press 
at the Ford Rotunda on October 2, 1939, and a few 
days later Ford Branch Offices previewed the new 
lineup to dealers. 

 
1940 Fords, Lincolns and Mercurys on display in the Rotunda. 

For the first time Henry moved the public intro-
duction of his new models up to October 6, 1939, to 
coincide with the National Auto Show being held at 
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Changes included: new front end styling featur-
ing stainless steel headlamp bezels and sealed beam 
headlightsΤ ŀ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ άŦƛƴƎŜǊ ǘƛǇέ 
gear shift lever; restyled diagonal flush mounted 
taillights; front vent windows; a carpet lined trunk 
with clock spring hinges; and an all-new instrument 
panel and steering wheel. 

 
Cliff came back with information about the vir-

ǘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘȅƭŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ мфплΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘ ōŜƭƻǿ 
shows various advertizing materials the Ford and 
Lincoln/Mercury dealers could purchase to help 
boost sales of the 1940 models. Notice the pamphlet 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƭƛǎǘǎ άнн LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎέ 
for the new Ford. 

 
Comfort improvements included: 
1. More room inside (seat backs were thinner 

and spare tires on Woodies were now mounted on 
the tailgate instead on the back of the front seat) 

2. New controlled ventilation   
3. New ride-stabilizer (added to the front only) 
4. Improved spring suspension 
5. Self-sealing shock absorbers 
6. Two-ǿŀȅ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŀōƭŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ (seat the seat 

rails were higher in the front then the back)  
7. New-type resilient front seat backs and #8. 

bŜǿ άŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ŜŘƎŜέ ǎŜŀǘ ŎǳǎƘƛƻƴǎΦ (to make up for 

1940 continued from previous page 

 thinner seats) 
Convenience improvements included:   
9. Finger-Tip steering post Gearshift   
10. Engine more accessible   
11. Two-spoke steering wheel (goodbye beloved 

banjo wheel) 
Style improvements included:   
12. New exterior beauty 
13. New interior luxury   
14.  New instrument panel (no longer round) 
Silence improvements included: 
15. Improved soundproofing 
мсΦ ά9ŀǎȅ-ǎƘƛŦǘέ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ όǊǳōōŜǊ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ 

in the shift linkage instead of a direct shift lever in 
the passenger compartment)  

17. New design curved disc wheels   
18. Improved drums for big hydraulic brakes. 
Safety improvements included:   
19. New Sealed-Beam Headlamps 
20. Dual windshield wipers mounted at base of 

windshield   
21. Bigger battery capacity, larger generator (to 

handle sealed beam headlights and more anticiped 
night driving) 

22. Battery Condition Indicator on all models 
(instead of an ammeter) 

Cliff continued with images from the rare and 
ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿǊƻƻƳ άvǳŀƭƛǘȅ DǊƻǳǇέ ǎǇƛǊŀƭ-
bound folder, various 1940 Ford brochures and 
advertisements. One of the brochures makes clear 
that Ford had renamed its product line for 1940 ς 
there were now the De Luxe Ford V-8s and the Ford 
V-8s (previously referred to as the Standard).  

 
The 1940 De Luxe Ford V-8 above and the Ford V-8 below 

 

    1940 continued on next page 
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Cliff noted that 1940 Woodies were caught in 

άŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛƳōƻΦέ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
with tƘŜ лм! ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ мфпл άvǳŀƭƛǘȅ DǊƻǳǇέ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŎŀǊ 
folder nor were they included as part of the 1940 
Ford Trucks and Commercial Car document ς they 
ended up with their own separate brochure. Also 
among the literature that Cliff mentioned were 
documents to advertize various dealer-install 
accessories, a significant profit center for dealers. 

 
Count the accessories shown on the cover of this 1940 Ford accessory 
brochure: double-sided white wall tires, stainless steel inner beauty 
rings, fender skirts, radio, spotlight, bumper wing tips, grille guard, 
driving lights, and license plate frame. Phew! 

John once again took over and told us about 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ς άǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀƴ 
ŜǊŀέ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΦ CƛǊǎǘ off, the big, beautiful Lincoln K 
took its final breath. Although there were several 
1940 Lincoln Ks sold they were merely leftover and 
re-titled 1939 vehicles. Numerous market factors 
conspired to kill of the big K cars (by 1940 most of 
the fabulous high-end car marques had already 
folded) but two of the most prominent reasons were 
that the market for expensive custom-bodied cars 
had dried up and more and more car owners, 
including women, became owner/operators. As 
Edsel Ford said ά²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƭuxury cars, 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  

 
An exceptionally rare ad showing a 1940 Lincoln V-12 

As we all know, John is a big admirer of E. T. 
ά.ƻōέ DǊŜƎƻǊƛŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƴƻǿ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
changes made to the 1940 Lincoln Zephyr and the 
addition of the Lincoln Continental as a production 
model using factory design studio photos. 

 
The 1940 Lincoln Zephyr is 30% larger than its 1939 predecessor. 

The Lincolns also had improvements similar to 
the Fords and Mercurys: sealed beam headlights and 
column shifts being the most consequential. Less 
noticeable, but probably equally important from the 
owner/operators view point, the larger 1940 Zephyr 
had the spare tire in a compartment in the trunk 
rather than on the cumbersome trapeze mount. 

   
John followed with lots of images from dealer 

brochures and explained many of the features of the 
new Lincoln and Continentals. He also showed us a 
ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ άƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜέ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŜǾŜǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ς a 
1940 Continental celebrating [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ мллΣллл ŎŀǊΦ 
To get a sense of sales volume for Lincolns just look 
at what milestones Ford was celebrating at this time 
ς the 28th million Ford was built in 1939 and the 29th 
million Ford was built in 1940. Both were shown at 
the 1939-пл ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀƛǊ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ 

 
FoǊŘΩǎ нуΣлллΣллл ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ мфпл ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀƛǊΦ 

1940 continued from previous page 

1940 continued on next page 
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The 100,000th Lincoln produced since Ford bought Lincoln in 1921. 

To wrap up their presentation Cliff shared several 
of his favorite 1940 Ford photos with us. 

 
/ƭƛŦŦΩǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 1940 Ford picture. He got it from Von 
Hardesty. The car is on the Eastern Front and was probably captured by 
the Nazis as they overran Eastern Europe. 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀŘΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ /ƭƛŦŦΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
former employer. 

 
One of the ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ мфпл CƻǊŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ 

WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛŦŦΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛn-
teresting and informative. I thank them for a great 
job. 

 
 

 

A Day in the Country 
 By Editor 
.ƻȅΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ мп ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 

since we held our first Poker Run. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǘƛƳŜǎΦ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ 
in my Woodie decided to swallow a valve the night 
before the run and I was just too despondent to 
drive a modern car. This year was different. I had the 
Woodie up and running last Fall and had put a few 
miles on it including driving it to the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home in early October. The Poker Run 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
drive it for any extended period of time over some of 
the beautiful country roads out to the west of us. 

As usual the group gathered at Fair Oaks Mall to 
socialize and await the start of run. Those present 
included David & Norma Blum (1939 Zephyr Fordor), 
Leo & Kathy Cummings (1950 Mercury Monterey), 
Frankie Martin and brother-in-law Ron Sasher (1951 
Custom Tudor), Hank and Cindy Dubois (1935 Three 
Window) and Helen and I in our 1941 Woodie. Other 
folks included Bill & Liz Simons (minus their 1949 
Woodie ς a long and strange story) and Wayne & 
Jane Chadderton (his V-8s remained at home while 
he continues recovering from thumb surgery).  

 
Poker Run organizers Bill Simons, Hank Dubois and Wayne Chadderton 
get ready for us to purchase our the poker hands and launch the first 
car down the route. 

The ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ плх ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
run. I looked at it as a blessing to put 100 plus miles 
on the new motor on such a nice cool day ς Helen 
not so much in our drafty Woodie. Fortunately the 
heater was in fine working order so we were just 
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fine. 
Cards and first leg instructions in hand, I was 

ready to hit the road and enjoy the day. The only 
problem was that the engine turned over extremely 
ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ ! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
push from our friends, a successful jump start, and 
we were off. We soon found ourselves driving 
through the Manassas Battlefield Park to the first 
card stop at the Groverton Cemetery. From there we 
headed further west, proceeded through Haymarket 
on Route 55 until Broad Run where we left 55 and 
stopped for our second card in front of the beautiful 
historic Little Georgetown Episcopal Church of our 
Savior. 

 
The Red Buds and other flowering bushes were just beginning to bloom 
on this overcast and chilly day. 

Once on the road again we meandered South 
through the countryside on some of truly scenic 
roads. Everywhere you looked the hills and fields 
were bursting into colorful bloom. Eventually we 
found ourselves on Business 29/211 in Warrenton 
headed to our next card stop where 29 and 211 split.  

Leaving this card stop we got to explore Water-
loo Road, Lower Waterloo Road and Old Waterloo 
Road. Probably a good name for the roads ς many a 
modern car has probably come to grief on these 
twisty-turny, bump and sometimes unpaved roads. 
DƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ōǳƎƎȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
at home. I will confess that David Blum told me that 
he would no longer harass me about a tour I planned 
about 20 years ago that took us unexpectedly onto 
some unpaved roads just to the West of Dulles 
Airport. Yes, for those new to this area, there were 
lots of unpaved roads out in that area before eastern 
Loudon County was overrun with townhouse 
developments. I was saddened to have to pass the 
ά²ƻǊǎǘ wƻŀŘ 9ǾŜǊέ ƳŀƴǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ .ƛƭƭΣ Iŀƴƪ ŀƴd 
Wayne! Anyway, Helen and I eventually found 
ourselves heading north on Leeds Manor Road 
through more beautiful countryside for a card stop 
at the Orleans country store.  

Once back on Leeds Manor Road we passed 

Edgeworth, established in 1775, the home of late 
NVRG members Jack and Peggy Pixley. As we passed 
we noticed a For Sale sign on the roadside. For those 
of us fortunate to have visited Edgeworth when Jack 
and Peggy were alive you know just how much 
history is wrapped up in this house and property. 
Edgeworth began with a small log cabin built in 1759 
by a relative of Chief Justice John Marshall. The cabin 
has been encapsulated within the current manor 
house. 

 
We continued to meander through beautiful 

Fauquier County roads and by ways, eventually 
passing through the town of Marshall, home of 
Marshall Ford, currently celebrating its 100th anni-
versary. LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ CƻǊŘ 
dealership still operating in its original building in the 
country. We headed north out of Marshall on Rector 
Town Road toward our final card stop. Continuing 
north after picking up what we hoped would be 
cards to complete our winning poker hand we 
ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ¦ǇǇŜǊǾƛƭƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
Head Tavern, our stop for lunch. Fortunately, we had 
a private dining room on the second floor rather 
than tables out in the covered patio ς they would 
have been nice on a warm and sunny spring day but 
not so desirable on this cool and cloudy day. 

 
Our group settles in for lunch: Frankie Martin, Helen Burns, Liz & Bill 
Simons, Cindy & Hank Dubois, Wayne & Jane Chadderton, David & 
Norma Blum and Ron Sasher. Not pictured: Leo & Kathy Cummings. 
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