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The 1940 Fords, Lincolns and Mercurys
ByWayne Chdderton

.- . - - ps - ..
In Atlanta, Georgia, &rand new 1940 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet leatie December 1939 celebrain of the premier ofGone with the Wind At the
12" Academy Awards held in 1940, it received ten Academy Awards fidmominations, including wins for Best Picture, Best Director, Best Adapted
Screenplay, Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress. It set dscfar the total number of wins and nominations at the time. When adjusted for
monetary inflation, it is still the most successful film in beoffice history.

Our April meeting was a celebration of the 7&nniversary of Ford 2 (i 2 NJ / 2194Qling & 6eW cars.
The celebration was ledy John Sweet and Cliff Greedohn begarwith a summary of significant eventsat
occurred in 194@uchaD 2 Yy S 4 A i K doinikafion atkhg BoR déffice and the Academy Awards. It was tl
year thatTiffany& Companymoved to the first air conditioned storén the country at727 Fifth Avenue establis
ing that areaof Manhattanl & (i K $nosOfashién&bie shopping districh automobile related newshe
Pennsylvania Turnpikepened on October 1, 1940uring the 1930s the Pennsylvania Turnpike was designec
improve automobile transportation across the mountains of Pennsylvania, using seven tunneis thalt1880s
for the abandonedsaith Pennsylvania Railroad@heturnpike ran betweenPittsburghand Harrisburgas the first

long-distance limited-access highway in the United States
1940continued on page 3
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How delightfultheg S G KSNDa o06SSy GKS fFad ¥S¢ RlIe&ao &
GdzNBas ¢6A0GK &a2YS NIAy (G2 KSfL G4KS flgya +FyR 3D
behind us and to get our cars back out on the road.

IR2Yy Qi y2NXIFffte GFt1 Foz2dzi YeaStT Ay (KBishé&s, the
calls, cards, visits, andmaails expressing concern following my recent ojpeart surgery. | had a leaking mit
gt @S NBLI ANBR g ® cdrrectdmy liial SilsrillataN@BDS RO ® LQY F02c¢c
surgery now and my recovery is coming along quite well. Both procedures were apparently successful, k
time is needed to be sure. One remaining issue is getting my low lples3dure resolved, and the doctors &
g2N)JAy3a 2y 3IASGGAy3a GKS YSRAOFIGA2ya |yR R24al 3Sa
ALISSRE o0dzi LQY LX SIFaSR 6A0GK GKS 2dzi02YS 27F (B¢
SimonsF 2NJ aGSLIIAY3I dzZLJ ' yR | adadzYAy3a Y& RdziaASa la tl

| now have a much greater appreciation for the surgéim Crossvent through several months bac
which was very similar to mine. | talked with Jim before my surgedyh@nwas doing very well at the time.
GKAY]l 6SQONB 020K 2y (KS NZIJ® aidEdnhaze dgreddBoDEsCbSr SdEmme
picnic at theirfarm. Stay tuned for details to come later, but pencil in the picnic for Saturday sAR§u

lf 0K2dAK L ¢la dzylotS G2 +FriGdSyR 0S0FdzasS 27 Y
for those attending. The day was cloudy, but the rain held off until all participants had a chance get home
They had a great lunch i KS Sy R 2F GKS LI21SNI Ndzy G ¢KS | dzy
membersWayne Chadderton, Bill Simonand Hank Duboiglanned the various aspects of the poker run.

hdzNJ al @ LINPINIY LINBYAaSa (2 0SS RY aAS/NISHNEEAN At/
tending members will be asked to share their experiences in purchasing their cars. Some of us did v
a2YS 2F dza y2i a2 YdzOK® 9SSy AF @2dzQNB y20 |
be lessons provided that we can all learn from.

Our fall tour is being planned now and will be a rddgd to beautiful western Maryland and southel
Pennsylvania. The dates are October 23, 24, andV¥&yne Chadderton, Don Lombardnd Bill Simonsare
planning and coordinating the tour.

LiQa y24 G22 tFGS (2 NSEsteiniNatNdalVi2dilin Gokicdrd, INarttn Sarof
The dates are June L.

52y Qi F2NBSG G2 FidSyR G(KS CI A NF-spansof dailNyedr Kith the
City of Fairfax.Dave Westrates again handling all the details and is sifgd@dedly responsible for making th
a great show for our Club. Dave of course gets a lot of support from many club members who work th
with him, butwii K2 dzi 51 @SQa f SI RSNBKALIXE Al 2dzaG ¢62dz Ry Q

And finally, a special thanks @ay Harringtorfor taking the lead to ge5 A O [ S éolledtiGn|oSaN.
dif O FyR [F{FffS YIFIGSNAIFE (2 GKS t2G2YF0 wS3aAz2y
YR @2dzNJ . h5 |3INBSR Al 62ddZ R 06S FLIINBLINRFGS G2
the material is quite rare. e G SNB G@SNE | LILINBOAL GA GBS | yWRixe Tagiang
0KS RANBOG 2 NI @atefulifdl &antldin@dndizaid sevetaldimes how nice it was of our club to
2F GKSY IyR LI aa GKS&aS »anyinglater for dirSAugust IkeSeam Sdcial @ndl duttic
AY 6 KA ORliteatus@ wildkie put up for auction for our Club members.

Jim
WAY a1l A3K {KSNAFTT¢ aO5l yASt
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1940continued from front page

the Grand Central Palace in New York .Citjow

ever, rather than participating in that show, For
2LI0SR AyadSIR G2 K2tR
{K2gé¢ Ay (GKS DNI YR .otelf
Astoria

Map of initial portion of turnpike.Ford NewsQctober 1940. af
The Pennsylvania Turnpike I¢ie wayto the FordoAt t SR A
construction of other limiteeaccess toll roads and Astoria ballroom.
eventuallythe Interstate Highway System.
5SaLIAGS O2ylGAydziy3a
2T (GKS h@SNLI aa¢ Ay wmeo
union auto manufacturer until May, 1941. Even witl
labor problems in 1940 Ford, for the second year in

a

NEg> ¢la FotS G2 AyON
abysgnal low point.

1938 1939 1940 |
Ford 410,263 | 487,031 | 599,175
Lincoln 19,527 21,133 24,712
Mercury - 69,135 82,770

The topic thenturned to the 1940 Ford and
Cliff. Ford held a media day for the automotive pres
at the Ford Rotunda on October 2939, and a few
days later Ford Branch Offices previewed the ne
lineup to dealers.

For the first time Henry moved theublic intro-
duction of his new modelsip to October 6, 193%0
coincidewith the National Auto Show being held at

incoln Continental Cabriolet (L) and Lincoln Zephyr Convertible
display in the ornate Hotel Astoria ballroom.

Next John walked us through the new 19/
Mercurys K A OK C2NR oAff SR
Mmpnn®é Ly AdGa aSO2yR ¢

model, the 4 door Convertible Sedan and ma
minor updates to the 4 models introduced in 1939.

ML

i

~1940continued on next page

Valve Qatter

~ 3~

May 20




1940continued from previous page

Changes included: nefront end stylingfeatur-
ing stainless steel headlamp bezelsd sealed beam
headlight§ I AGSSNAy3 O2f dzy

gear shift lever; retyled diagonal flush mountec
taillights front vent windows a arpet lined trunk
with clock spring hingesand an athew instrument
panel and steering wheel

NEW, STRAIGHT-LINE SPEEDOMETER adds 1o the beauty of the new
blue-and-silver toned instrument panel on all body types, Gages
for fucl, oil, temperature and battery condition are grouped
below. Hezdlight beam indicator directly in front of driver
Cliff came back with information about thervi
udzSa 2F 0KS a{uetsS [SI

shows various advertizing materials the Ford a
Lincoln/Mercury dealers could purchase to he
boost sales of the 1940 models. Netithe pamphlet
Ay GKS (2L OSYydSNI tAaid:
for the new Ford.

22 /NPORTANT
WPROVENENTS

Comfort improvements included

1. More room iside (seat backs were thinne
and spare tires on Woodies were now mounted (
the tailgate instead on the back of the frosgat)

2. New controlled ventilation

3. New ridestabilizer (added to the front only)

4. Improved spring suspension

5. Selfsealing shock absorbers

6. Twog I & | Redza i i(seat tBe séalN
rails were higher in the front then the back)

7. Newtype resilient front seat backs ariB.
bSs GFt2FGAy3a SEinbke upsid

thinner seats)

Convenience improvements included:

9. FingeiTip steering post Gearshift

10. Engine more accessible

11. Twaespoke steeing wheel (goodbydeloved
banjo wheel)

Style improvements included:

12. New exterior beauty

13. New interior luxury

14. New instrument panel (no longer round)

Silence improvements included:

15. Improved soundproofing

McCP® -GERAEE GNFryavraa)
in the shift linkage instead of a direct shift lever
the passenger compartment)

17. New design curved disc wheels

18. Improved drums for big hydraulic brakes.

Safety improvements included:

19. New SaledBeam Headlamps

20. Dual windshield wipers mounted at base
windshield

21. Bigger battery capacity, larger generaty
handle sealed beam headlights and more anticip
night driving)

22. Battery Condition Indicator on all meld
(instead of an ammeter)

Cliff continued with images from the rare an
RSaAANIo0fS RSIfSNRa aKzg
bound folder, various 1940 Ford brochures al
advertisements. One of the brochures makes cle
that Ford had renamed its product line for 1940
there were nowthe DelLuxe Ford \8s and the Ford
V-8s (previously referred to as the Standard).

THE DE LUXE F[]‘RI] -8 FOR 1940 ‘h
* 3 |

|
|

The 1940 De Luxe Ford8/above and the Ford-8 below

1940continued on next page
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1940continued from previous page
Cliff noted that 1940 Woodies were caught i

GRSAATYIGARY fAYO2DE |
withtKS nam! RSaAIYylFGA2Yy i
G§KS RSIFfSNRa wmdonn avdz

folder nor were they included as part of the 194
Ford Trucks and Commercial Car documerihey
ended up with their own separate brochure. Als
among the literatue that CIiff mentioned were
documents to advertize various dealestall
accessories, a significant profit center for dealers.

\ndiwidualige yown con i the Troffic ponode

o

Count the accessories shown on the cover of this 1940 Ford access
brochure: doublesided white wall tires, stainless steghner beauty
rings, fender skirts, radio, spotlight, bumper wing tips, grille guard
driving lights, and license plate frame. Phew!

John once again took over and told us abo
GKAYy3Ia Ay [ AyO24auxasS aSiy
SNI ¢ | & K 6ff, thddai, bdaditifhl LiGcbINE
took its final breath. Although there were severi
1940 Lincoln Ks sold they were merely leftover a
re-titted 1939 vehicles. Numerous market factol
conspired to Kill of the big K cars (by 1940 most
the fabulous higkend car marques had alread
folded) but two of the most prominent reasons wer
that the market for expensive custctiodied cars
had dried up and more and more car owner
including women, became owner/operators. A
Edsel Fordsaid 2 S RA R Yy 2 Guxuiyicard,.

LIS2LX S 2dzad aid2LIISR o0 dz
Lor ]940..5'1/6’;? Lord  Dealer carn offer @ car
truck for every purpose
—— )
& ‘

FORD V-8

2 At g

FORD V-8 TRUCK

-

THE LINCOLN V-12
LINCOLN-ZEPHYR ¥-12

v ian— Mo Powes — Wew Beasty

An exceptionally rare ad showing a 1940 Lincohl¥

As we all know, John is a big admirer of E.
G.20¢£ DNBIZ2ZNAS FyR KS
changes made to the 1940 Lincoln Zephyr and i
addition of the Lincoln Continental as a productio
model using factory design studio photos.

The 1940 Lincoln Zephyr is 30% larger than its 1939 predecessor.

The Lincolns also had improvements similar
the Fords and Mercurys: sealed beam headlights ¢
column shifts being the most consequential. Le:
noticeable, but probably equally important from th
owner/operators view point, the larger 1940 Zephy
had the spare tire in a compartment in the trun

John followel with lots of images from dealel
brochures and explained many of the features of tl
new Lincoln and Continentals. He also showed u
LIK2G2 2F GKS 2yfteé avad
1940 Continental celebrating A y 02 f y Qa
To get a sense of sales volume for Lincolns just I
at what milestones Ford was celebrating at this tin
¢ the 28" million Ford was built in 1939 and the™9
million Ford was built in 1940. Both were shown
22NI RQAd CFANI AY

the 1939n n

Sal
on

HyZnnn>nnn YAt
1940continued
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1940continued from pevious page

The 100,0 Lincoln produced since Ford bought Lincoln in 1921.
To wrap up their presentation Cliff shared sevel
of his favorite 1940 Ford photos with us.

alea 19407Ferd ﬁiceure & got itFflord® YA,

ItAFTFQA |
Hardesty. The car is on the Eastern Front and was probably captured
the Nazis as they overran Eastern Europe.

LJI\ Ou dzNB

CKAA
former employer.

-
o

|-v|cbn

Tl g2NRAGS

OneoftheSRA (i 2 ND &

W2KyYy yR [/ tATFQa afnkfF
teresting and informativel thank them for a great
job.

14" ANNUAL NVRG POKER RUN

A Day in the Country

By Editor

.283 Al R2SayQid asSsy
since we held our first Poker Ruh.¥ & 2 dz
0SSy 2y 2yS (GKSy @&2d:Q@0
GAYSa® L YAaaSR ftlaid @

in my Woodie decided to swallow a valve the nig
before the run and | was just too despondent 1
drive a modern car. This year was diffiet. | had the
Woodie up and running last Fall and had put a fe
miles on it including driving it to the Armed Force
Retirement Home in early October. The Poker R
g2dzd R 0SS GKS TFANRG 2L
drive it for any extended period ofrtie over some of
the beadiful country roadsout to the west of us.

As usual the group gathered at Fair Oaks Mall
socialize and await the start of run. Those prese
included David & Norma Blum (1939 Zephyr Fordc
Leo & Kathy Cummings (1950 Mercury Neay),
Frankie Martin and brothein-law Ron Sashgi951
Custom Tudor), Hank and Cindy Dubois (1935 Tt
Window) and Helen and | in our 1941 Woodie. Oth
folks included Bill & Liz Simons (minus their 19
Woodie ¢ a long and strange story) and Wayne
Jane Chadderton (his-8s remained at home while
he continues recovering from thumb surgery).

Poker Run organizers Bill Simons, Hank Dubois and Wayne Chaddel
get ready for us to purchase our the poker hands and launch the fir
car down the route.

Thes S GKSNJ 61 & Fo62dzi n
run. | looked at it as a blessing to put 100 plus mi
on the new motor on such a nice cool dayHelen
not so much in our drafty Woodie. Fortunately th

heater was inihe working order so we were gt
Pokercontinued on next page
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Pokercontinued from previous page
fine.

Cads and first leg instructions in hand, | we
ready to hit the road and enjoy the day. The on
problem was that the engine turned over extreme
atz2¢fe YR RARYQO aSSy
push from our friends, a successful jump stand
we were off. We soon found ourselves drivin
through the Manassas Battlefield Park to the fir
card stop at the Groverton Cemeteriyrom there we
headed furtherwest, proceeded through Haymarke
on Route 55 until Broad Run where we left 55 a
stopped for aur second card in front of the beautifu
historic Little Georgetown Episcopal Church of ¢
Savior.

The Red Buds and other flowering bushes were just beginning to bloc
on this overcast and chilly day.

Once on the road again we meandered Sot
through the countryside on some of truly scen
roads. Everywhere you looked the hills and fiel
were bursting into colorful bloom. Eventually w
found ourselves on Business 29/211 in Warrent
headed to our nextard stop where 29 and 211 split

Leaving this card stop we got to explore Wate
loo Road, Lower Waterloo Road and Old Waterl
Road. Probably a good name for the rogdwany a
modern car has probably come to grief on the:
twisty-turny, bump and sometime unpaved roads.
D22R 2fR | SYNEQa odza3ae
at home. | will confess that David Blum told me th
he would no longer harass me about a tour | plann
about 20 years ago that took us unexpectedly on
some unpaved roads just to the \Ateof Dulles
Airport. Yes, for those new to this area, there we
lots of unpaved roads out in that area before easte
Loudon County was overrun with townhous
developments. | was saddened to have to pass i
G22NBRG w2FR 9@SNE YI Wi
Wayne! Anyway, Helen and | eweally found
ourselves headingnorth on Leeds Manor Roac
through more beautiful countryside for a card sto
at the Orleans country store.

Once back on Leeds Manor Road we pas:

Edgeworth established in 1775, the home of lat
NVRG members Jack and Peggy Pixley. As we pe
we noticed a For Sale sign on the roadside.tRose
of us fortunate to have visited Edgeworth when Ja
and Peggy were alive you know just how mu
history is wrapped up in this house and propert
Edgeworth began with a small log cabin built in 17
by a relative of Chief Justice John Marshall. ddisn
has been encapsulated within the current man
house.

We continued to meander through beautifu
Fauquier County roads and by ways, eventue
passing through the town of Marshall, home «
Marshall Ford, currently celebrating its fb@nni-
versary.L 1 Qa GKS 2t RSaid 02,
dealership still operating in its original building in tF
country. We headed north out of Marshall on Rect
Town Road toward our final card stop. Continuit
north after picking up what we hoped would b
cards to complete our winning poker hand we
SPSyitdz tfte& SYyRSR dzl Ay
Head Tavern, our stop for lunch. Fortunately, we h
a private dining room on the second floor rathe
than tables out in the covered patiq they would
have been nicema warm and sunny spring day bt
not so desirable on this cool and cloudy day.

Our group settles in for lunch: Frankie Martin, Helen Burns, Liz & B
Simons, Cindy & Hank Dubois, Wayne & Jane Chadderton, Davic
Norma Blum and Ron Sasher. Not picturdgto & Kathy Cummings.

Pokercontinued onnext page
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