
 
 

 
 

Gettysburg Redeux ς the NVRG Returns in Force 
By Ken Burns ς photos by numerous contributors 

 
A partial line-up of NVRG members V-уǎ ŀǘ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎΤ [ ǘƻ wΥ WŜŦŦ IƻǊǊŀŎƪǎ όΩос tƘŀŜǘƻƴύΣ YŜƛǘƘ wŀƴŘŀƭƭ όΩоу 5ŜƭǳȄŜ CƻǊŘƻǊύΣ /ƭƛŦŦ DǊŜŜƴ όΩпл 5ŜƭǳȄŜ 
²ƻƻŘƛŜύΣ .ƛƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴǎ όΩпф /ƻƴǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜύΣ CǊŀƴƪ aƛƭƭŜǊ όΩпф /ƻƴǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜύΣ YŜƴ .ǳǊƴǎ όΩпм {ǳǇŜǊ 5ŜƭǳȄŜ ²ƻƻŘƛŜύΣ YŜƴ .ǳǊƴǎ όΩпм Super Deluxe Woodie ς 
ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ WƛƳ [ŀ.ŀǳƎƘύΣ [Ŝƻ /ǳƳƳƛƴƎǎ όΩрл aŜǊŎǳǊȅ aƻƴǘŜǊŜȅύΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ƭǳƳ όΩоф [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ½ŜǇƘȅǊ CƻǊŘƻǊύ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ ²ŜǎǘǊŀǘŜ όΨоф {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ²ƻƻŘƛŜύΦ 

 

 

  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ b±wD ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ cars up at Gettysburg considering that the following 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΥ .ƛƭƭ {ŜƭƭŜȅΩǎ Ωпт /ƻǳǇŜΣ .ƛƭƭ CƻȄΩǎ Ωоп CƻǊŘƻǊΣ bƻǊƳ IŜŀǘƘŎƻǘŜΩǎ Ωоп 
р ²ƛƴŘƻǿΣ Wŀǎƻƴ WŀǾŀǊŀǎΩ Ωпу /ƻǳǇŜΣ tŜǘŜ {ŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ Ωпл /ƻƴǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊȅ CƻƻǊǎΩ Ωоу CƻǊŘ Iearse. The 
picture was taken shortly after a short torrential downpour just after show cars were released from the field. 
!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ b±wD Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ {ƻƳŜ 
stayed for the entire meet and some made it a day trip or an overnight but they came just the same. 
²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ L Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎ wŜŘŜǳȄΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ DǊƻǳǇ ŘƛŘ ȅŜƻƳŀƴΩǎ Řǳǘȅ 

when they stepped into the breach and volunteered to host a national meet just two years after they had 
hosted the 2014 Meet. No other regional group had come forward to host the 2016 Meet so the NCR 
ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘΦ aȅ ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ-span to 
ensure there was a 2016 Eastern National Meet ς BTW; the National Club has had to step in and host the 
2016 Western National Meet in October since no regional group had volunteered to be the host. 
L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ōǳǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ Ƴȅ ōƭŀŎƪ Ωпм ²ƻƻŘƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƛme (just 

barely) to take up there to help celebrate the 75th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ мфпм CƻǊŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ {ƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
LΩƳ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ LΩǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŜŜǘǎ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǳǎǳŀƭ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎέ ŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
past. What I really enjoy is our early V-уǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜ ƻŦ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ b±wD ǎƻ LΩǾŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜn-
trated my efforts there. But as I mentioned I looked forward to heading up to Gettysburg since this was the 
75th Anniversary celebration of my 1941 Woodies. As I neared complŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōƭŀŎƪ Ωпм²ƻƻŘƛŜ L ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ 
Jim LaBaugh to drive the green one. We had a couple familiarization drives and I declared him safe for solo. I 
mentioned that I just barely finished the black Woodie  before the Meet. I had driven it to our Fairfax show in 
June and to the Silver Diner Cruise-Lƴ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ 
όƻǊ ǎǘǳǇƛŘύ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜκǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳōƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ 

ENM continued on page 3 
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2016 NVRG Officers & Terms 2016 Directors & Terms Committee Members 
President ς Joe Freund (2016-17) Membership ς Gay Harrington (2016-17) Fairfax Show ς Dave Westrate 

Vice President ς Bill Simons (2016-17) Programs Lead ς Dave Gunnarson (2015-16) Programs Member ς John Sweet 

Secretary ς John Ryan (2015-16) Webmaster ς Cliff Green (2016-17) Tours Chair ς Hank Dubois 

Treasurer ς Wayne Chadderton (2015-16) Valve Clatter ς Ken Burns (2016-17) Tour Member ς Art Zimmerli 

 Sunshine ς Keith Randall (2015-16) Property & Refreshment ς Mark Luposello 

 Past President ς Jim McDaniel (2016-17)  

Up Front with the President  

  
September 2016 

Though August was hot and muggy, our club enjoyed an event-filled and diverse month that included a 
cruise-in, Eastern National Meet, club breakfast, membership meeting, and our annual club picnic.  

The Silver Diner Cruise-In continued the good hearted rivalry between the Model A owners' spokesper-
son, Clem Clement, and our Ford Flathead members' spokesperson, Jim McDaniel. Whether the criteria to 
άǿƛƴέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎȅƭƛƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
vigorous debate. Regardless, the joint turnout was successful as guests of the Silver Diner were treated to an 
array of early Fords and those bringing cars enjoyed a free Classic Shake. 

I attended my first Eastern National Meet in Gettysburg, PA, hosted by the National Capital Regional 
Group.  One of our members, Norm Heathcote, was a chief organizer. Great job, Norm!  We all know how 
much hard work and time it takes to organize and pull off a meet. The meet was well attended by NVRG 
members.  Bill Simons and Cliff Green assisted in overseeing the vehicle safety inspection checkpoint and as 
chief judge, respectively. Additionally, we thank Norm for his guidance and knowledge shared with the NVRG 
as we embark on planning and hosting the 2017 Eastern National Meet in Chantilly, VA.  

Thanks to all the members who shared their Eastern National Meet experiences during our membership 
meeting. Also, thank you John Sweet and Dave Henderson for providing snacks and refreshments.  

The annual picnic hosted by Nick and Kathy Arrington at their home in Manassas, VA, was a huge success! 
Sixty-four members, spouses and guests attended the BBQ. Approximately twenty of our members' early Fords 
were driven and on display during the picnic. After enjoying the wonderful lunch and homemade dishes and 
ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ bƛŎƪΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜǎΦ {ǳŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ say that Nick has 
amassed a fine collection of vehicles and other automotive memorabilia. Thanks again, Nick and Kathy for 
hosting the picnic! I want to also thank Mark Luposello, John Ryan, Dave Westrate, Ken Burns, and Keith 
Randall for helping me setup the food and clean up after the picnic. 

Hank Dubois, Art Zimmerli and Cliff Green have organized tours for September and October. The Septem-
ber 17-18 tour will include a night at the Wayside Inn, Middletown, VA; a classic car show; and Family Drive-In 
movƛŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ DǊŀŦŦƛǘƛΦέ ¢ƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мс-17 Memorial Fall Tour will include accommodations at the 
Graves Mountain Lodge to enjoy the Apple Festival located in Syria, VA.   

Our club membership continues to grow and is now at a record 154 members. Gay Harrington has worked 
diligently and completed a draft membership handbook. We expect the printing and binding of the handbook 
to be completed shortly. The distribution of the new handbooks to members should occur in early October. 

Please take note that the early registration form for the 2017 Eastern National Meet is available in the 
Valve Clatter (see page 20). The early registration fee expires on October 31. Now is a GREAT time to take 
advantage of the discount.  

 

Joe 

mailto:joefreund@verizon.net
mailto:hahsuj@gmail.com
mailto:dlwbaw@aol.com
mailto:bsimons@rustinsurance.com
mailto:gunnarson@verizon.net
mailto:speedbird201@gmail.com
mailto:john@ryanweb.com
mailto:dcliftongreen@gmail.com
mailto:handcdubois@verizon.net
mailto:wjchad@gmail.com
mailto:helenandken@verizon.net
mailto:viewtown@cox.net
mailto:klr8217@aol.com
mailto:drspdracer@gmail.com
mailto:jim.mcd@cox.net
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  Dave Gunnarson had raffle info and tickets printed. 
We were set to go. Lots of folks stopped by and took 
a turn at table promoting our Meet. I gotta tell ya 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ флх ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ lot more 
comfortable inside at the table than outside at the 
OpCheck tent. All told, during the Meet we probably 
had at least half a dozen folks complete and submit 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ όǊŜŀŘ ϷϷϷύ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘΦ 

 
Dave Westrate, Ken Burns and Jim LaBaugh at the booth. 

!ǎ ŀƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 
/ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ  ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǘ IŜǊǎƘŜȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƻǳǊ aŜŜǘΦ 
See .ƛƭƭΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 17 on how to volunteer to 
work at the booth or contact Bill Simons. ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
have a sign-up sheet available at the September 
general membership meeting so you can volunteer 
there.  

During the Meet there were all the usual activi-
ties but the thing I enjoyed most was socializing with 
V-8 friends (old and newly-made).On Monday and 
Wednesday evenings Wagon Master par excellence 
Cliff Green rounded up his charges and off we went 
to dinner at nearby restaurants. 

 
Leo Cummings, Bill Simons, David Blum, Frank Miller, Bill Selley, Keith 
Randall, Maury Roesch, and Jim LaBaugh enjoying each others 
company (and some food and adult beverages). 

On Tuesday evening there was a Welcome Party, 
on Wednesday an Ice Cream Social and on Thursday 
the Awards Banquet ς all opportunities to make new 

was in the green Woodie for several years and knew 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊǳƴƴŜǊΦ .ǳǘ άƧǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜέ L ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
along a good supply of extra parts and tools. I also 
made plans to caravan up with Cliff Green and Bill 
{ŜƭƭŜȅ ǎƻ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǿƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ hƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
morning our group met at Fair Oaks and headed up 
to Gettysburg with me in the lead. 

 
The caravan is ready to roll. 

It was an uneventful trip over Route 50 to Rte 15 
and then up through Point of Rocks and on to 
Gettysburg. The miles passed with no strange 
sounds or vibrations and no parts littered the road 
behind me so I began to loosen up and enjoy the 
drive through the scenic country side. 

After arriving at the hotel and checking in, the 
four of us headed over for our Operational Check 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ /ƭƛŦŦΩǎ ²ƻƻŘƛŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƻŦŦ to 
pick up some sandwiches. With the vittles in hand 
we returned to the OpCheck and ate lunch while 
ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
National Meet next year our OpCheck crew made 
sure that every car owner having a car checked was 
handed a 2017 ENM promotional brochure and Early 
Registration form. 

 
Lunch at the OpCheck tent: Maury Roesch (foreground) and L to R: 
Hank Dubois, Ken Burns, Jim LaBaugh, Clem Clement, Frank Miller 
(partially hidden) and Bill Simons. 

After finishing lunch Jim and I headed back to 
the Meet registration room. As the successor host 
we were provided a table in the Meet registration 
room to publicize our up coming Meet. Jim McDaniel 
created an information brochure and Early Registra-
tion form, Cliff Green had a large hanging banner 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ .ƛƭƭȅ CƻȄΩǎ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ aŜŜǘ ƭƻƎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ 

ENM continued from page 1 
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  friends. As you know, many of our NVRG members 
(including me) were raised in New England. During 
the Ice Cream Social we ended up sharing a table 
with a couple of guys from Massachusetts and when 
they found out what Awards Banquet table we had 
signed up for they opted to join us. 

 
Lining up for the Welcome Party: Dave Westrate, Ken Burns, Keith 
Randall (kneeling), Bill Simons, Cliff Green, John Ryan, Gay Harrington, 
and Jim LaBaugh. 

Well, we all know the Meet is really organized 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ aŜŜǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ L 
met Al Reeves. You probably read his story and saw 
Ƙƛǎ Ωпм ²ƻƻŘƛŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
V-8 Times. There was NRC member Bob Hanson with 
Ƙƛǎ wƻǳƎŜ Ωпл ²ƻƻŘƛŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
from the day it rolled off the assembly line ς it was 
previously owned by the Boy Scout troop his son 
belonged to.  

 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊƻƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ .ƻōΩǎ Ωпл ²ƻƻŘƛŜ ς 
almost as rare as original tops on Roadsters, Cabriolets and Phaetons. 

No Meet would be complete without a Swap 
Meet and this one was no exception. 

 
Jim Crawford and Mike Prater where set up and open for business. 
Mike had a complete 46-48 Columbia (including controls) for sale. 

The Meet is also a great place to run across 
NVRG members we seldom see. 

 
NVRG members Yvonne and John French from Annapolis surround 
NVRG Charter Member Mike Gall who now lives in Johnstown, PA. 

 
NVRG members Mel and Barbara Herwald from McDowell, VA, were 
vending but we caught up with them as they wandered about the show 
field on Wednesday. 

The Concourse was held on Wednesday and Jim 
and I had had both Woodies ready long before the 
ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ L ǎŀȅ άǘŜŀƳǎΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ²ƻƻd-
ies are judged slightly differently than passenger cars 
ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎΣ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΣ Řŀǎh-
board and other portions of the car that are basically 
ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ 
to judge the Woodie specific portions of the car. The 
supplementary judging sheets for this were devel-
oped a couple of years ago by a NVRG team headed 
ǳǇ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴǎΦ LΩŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘe green Woodie judged 
at the 2007 Meet and won a 1st Dearborn with it 
then but this was the first time the black Woodie 
would be judged. 

 
²ŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ωрл ²ƻƻŘƛŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƻƴ ƛǘǎ мst 
Dearborn at Gettysburg. It had been resurrected from a hulk that was 
ǊǳǎǘŜŘκǊƻǘǘŜŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ǳǎǘƻƳέ ŜƳōƭŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŦŜƴŘŜǊΦ 
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Through some sort of mix up the judges thought 
my green Woodie had already won a Dearborn 
aŜŘŀƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ άǿŀƭƪ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ǎƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
the cars were released from the show field I ended 
up having the car judged under the side portico 
during the torrential downpour. 

 
Still toweling off the rain as the judges arrive. The other cars seeking 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŀƎƎƭŜ ŀǊŜ .ƛƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴǎΩ Ωпф /ƻƴǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜΣ /ƭƛŦŦ 
DǊŜŜƴΩǎ Ωпл ²ƻƻŘƛŜΣ Ƴȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ²ƻƻŘƛŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ƭǳƳΩǎ Ωоф ½ŜǇƘȅǊ 
Fordor. 

On Thursday Jim LaBaugh and I went on the daily 
tour to the Eastern Museum of Motor Racing and 
then to view a private collect owned by the owner of 
the Rutters gas stations/convenience stores that are 
ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ t!Φ LΩǾŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ 
pointing to the museum numerous times going to 
Hershey every year but had never stopped in. If you 
ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ Řƻ ǎƻΦ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ 
passing interest in motor racing; even so, I found the 
museum fascinating. I knew that Model T, Model A, 
Model B four cylinder engines and V-8 60s were 
favored by racers back in the day but who would 
have guessed that 9N Ford tractor engines were also 
used competitively? 

 
¢ƘŜ 5ŜwƛŎŎƛ CŜǊƎƛŜ Іоо aƛŘƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфпм όǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ 
again) using a modified 119 CID N-9 Ford-Ferguson engine. These 
engines, when highly modified, were competitive with V-8 60s and 
Offenhauser-powered midgets in the 30s and 40s. 

As mentioned above the V-8 60 was the other 
Ford engine used extensively in midgets up into the 
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1960s. The most desirable 60s were the ones with 
ǘƘŜ άǘƛƴέ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƛƎƘŜŘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀn the 60s 
cast similar to the 221 CID engines. The museum has 
a typically equipped V-8 60 on display. 

 
Aluminum racing heads, aluminum intake with dual carbs, a magneto  
and headers were all very commonly seen on the V-8 60s. 

For car owners with really deep pockets there 
were even more extreme modifications including 
!ǊŘŜƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ά{ƳƛǘƘ WƛƎƎƭŜǊέ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
had the intake valve located in its tradition position 
in the block but an overhead configuration  for the 
exhaust valve designed so that each cylinder had its 
own exhaust port in the head rather than the block. 

 
L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ƳƛǘƘ WƛƎƎƭŜǊέ ǎƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜse 
pictures in the internet. 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ άWƛƎƎƭŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘΦ 

If there was one piece of speed equipment that 
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  caught my eye it had to be the Burns twin intake 
manifold for Ford four cylinder engines. I knew that 
there was a Burns flathead multi-carb manifold in 
YŜƴ DǊƻǎǎΩ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
there might have been one made for the four 
cylinders. 

 
From the museum we headed off through the 

ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎƛŘŜΦ LΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ WƛƳ [ŀ.ŀǳƎƘ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
tale from here. 
 

Driving a Woodie to the ENM 
By Jim LaBaugh 

The sound of horns blaring and appearance of 
hand gestures are commonplace occurrences while 
driving in the D.C. metropolitan area.  Such sounds 
and gestures can be a very positive thing, however, 
when driving an early Ford V-8! While driving Ken 
Burns' green '41 Station Wagon to and from the 
Gettysburg Eastern National Meet, it was a pleasant 
surprise to have people sound their horns or flash 
their lights in appreciation of the car. Some people 
may not have known the meaning of the hand 
gestures I gave to indicate I was turning, but at least 
they were not offended, but perhaps perplexed. Do 
they teach hand turn signals anymore in driving 
class?   

 
Actually, hand signals are in the ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ aŀƴǳal.  

It was also nice to have other NVRG members 
provide advice on how to shift into second before 
shifting into either first or reverse to avoid having 
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the '41 sound like a Ford sausage grinder.  I missed 
the recent meeting featuring transmissions, so 
appreciated the lesson. Even so, a few times the 
sound of a rookie Early Ford V-8 driver missing the 
shift point was obvious to nearby V-8ers, and 
brought smiles to many faces, an outcome I had not 
intended. During my trip up to Gettysburg and back I 
learned much about driving without power steering, 
power brakes, and the need to remember to flip the 
switch to άONέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜǊ 
button. 

One of the many highlights of the meet for me 
was the driving tour to the Eastern Museum of 
Motor Racing, and then to a private collection of cars 
and milk delivery wagons and trucks that were part 
of the former local Rutter dairy operation. A fond 
memory of early childhood was riding in my Grand-
father's 1941 Divco truck after he returned from his 
early morning deliveries. 

 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ мфпм ς ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ 

Seeing a Divco model similar to the one he drove 
in the collection and completely restored brought 
back that fond memory. 

 
Jim and a 1956 Divco at the Rutter museum. Not much had changed in 
the intervening years. 

 On the road we saw many Rutter gas stations, a 
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