
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
   

DǊŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǘΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ ǇŀƎŜ о 

By Dave Gunnarson and John Ryan 

The Early Ford V8 Club Grand National meet is held once every five years and thus draws an exceptional num-
ber of high-quality cars and attendees from all over the world. The 2018 meet in Dearborn, MI, logged 345 
registrations, 677 attendees, and 186 vehicles, making it a huge success for the organizers, the EFV8 Club, and all 
who attended. Plus, the weather was near perfect the entire week. 

A total of 32 NVRG members were spotted at the 2018 Grand National Meet: Bill Simons, Hank Dubois, John 
Ryan, Jim LaBaugh, Dave Westrate, Dave Gunnarson, Kathy and Leo Cummings, Jim McDaniel, Sara and Joe 
Freund, Susan and Keith Randall, Steve Groves, Frank Wood, Shelly and John Sweet, Jane and Wayne Chadderton, 
Frank Miller, Bill Potter, Mel and Barbara Herwald, Tommy and James Harper, Harry and Janet Foor, John and 
Yvonne French, Jeff Horrocks, and new members Dick and Joan Rial. 
 

2018 Grand National Meet 
Dearborn, Michigan  
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 The month of June was packed with antique car shows! There was the V8 Grand National Meet in Dearborn, 
MI, ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǳƭƭȅ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊ ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊŦŀȄ ŎŀǊ ǎƘƻǿ ǊŜǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŀȅ ŘǳŜ 
to rain.  

 
The Fairfax car show was again hit with less than optimal weather with early morning drizzle followed by over-

cast skies. Attendance was down but our spirits were high. We had a healthy number of NVRG members in attend-
ance to handle the many show functions. In particular, Dave Westrate (his 21st year overseeing the show), Gay 
Harrington, registration, and Dave Gunnarson, parking layout, all did a terrific job. 

 
Our June membership meeting was moved one week later so that NVRG members who attended the Grand 

National Meet could recount with words and pictures their experiences. Thanks to Bill Potter for providing snacks 
and refreshments.     

 
As for my thoughts on my 1st Grand National Meet, it was an excellent experience to meet members from 

across the US and Canada. The cars and trucks were first rate and the personal stories of how their cars were 
acquired and restored was interesting. 

 
Looking ahead, we have some fun events planned so please join other club members in as many of these as 

you can: 
 

¶ July 14ς15: Oatlands Military Celebration. Meet at Fair Oaks Mall at 9:00 am for caravan both days 

¶ August 4: Brewfest at Workhouse Arts Center, Lorton, VA 

¶ August 25: b±wD ϧ b/wD tƛŎƴƛŎΣ .ƛƭƭ tƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 

¶ September 3: Annual Labor Day Car Show 

¶ September 15ς16: Drive-In Movie Tour, Stephens City, VA 

¶ October 9ς12: Hershey AACA Meet, Hershey, PA 

¶ November 2ς4 : Fall Tour, Oyster Festival, Urbanna, VA 
 
Thank you. 
 

Joe 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2018 NVRG Officers & Terms 2018 Directors & Terms Committee Members 
President ς Joe Freund (2018-19) Membership ς Gay Harrington (2018-19) Fairfax Show ς Dave Westrate 

Vice President ς Bill Simons (2018-19) Programs Lead ς Dave Gunnarson (2017-18) Programs Member ς John Sweet 

Secretary ς John Ryan (2017-18) Webmaster ς Cliff Green (2018-19) Tours Chair ς Hank Dubois 

Treasurer ς Wayne Chadderton (2017-18) Sunshine ς Keith Randall (2017-18) Property & Refreshment ς Mark Luposello 

 Past President ς Jim McDaniel (2018-19) At Large ς Art Zimmerli 

 At Large ς Ken Burns (2018-19) At Large ς Andy Koerner 

  At-Large ς Jim LaBaugh 

 

mailto:joefreund@verizon.net
mailto:hahsuj@gmail.com
mailto:dlwbaw@aol.com
mailto:bsimons@rustinsurance.com
mailto:gunnarson@verizon.net
mailto:speedbird201@gmail.com
mailto:john@ryanweb.com
mailto:dcliftongreen@gmail.com
mailto:handcdubois@verizon.net
mailto:wjchad@gmail.com
mailto:klr8217@aol.com
mailto:drspdracer@gmail.com
mailto:jim.mcd@cox.net
mailto:viewtown@cox.net
mailto:helenandken@verizon.net
mailto:akoerner2@cox.net
mailto:jlabaugh@verizon.net
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Everywhere one looked, Ford was present. The 
meet hotel, the Edward Hotel and Convention 
Center, located across the street from Fair Lane, 
Henry and /ƭŀǊŀ CƻǊŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜŀǊ DǊŜŜn-
field Village, The Henry Ford Museum and Ford 
Motor Company world headquarters made connect-
ing with Ford an easy proposition. Even a local 
ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘ DŀǊŀƎŜΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ aƻŘŜƭ !Ωǎ 
outside with period gas pumps and a Model T and 
Model A lifted to the ceiling as centerpieces for two 
bars! 

 

 
 Inside the Privately-Owned άCƻǊŘ DŀǊŀƎŜέ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ 

 
Tours to the F-мрл ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ CƻǊŘΩǎ 

Rouge factory were sold out and very popular. It is a 
marvel watching the 4-door crew cabs being 
assembled and later being driven out as fully 
finished vehicles ς one every 52 seconds! Ford 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǊƻƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
literally was green. Full of low-maintenance plants, 
the eco-inspired design significantly reduces heating 
and cooling costs while also reducing the volume of 
storm water flow from the facility. 

AnƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻǳǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ CƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
automotive plant ς the Piquette Avenue plant ς in 
use by Ford from 1903 to 1910, which was filled with 
άŀƭǇƘŀōŜǘέ CƻǊŘǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
Model T. Examples of vehicles from other 
contemporary manufacturers made for an 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ CƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ŦŀƛǊƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƻǊŘΩǎ 
automotive design leading up to the Model T. There 
was also a re-creation of the shop where the Model 
¢ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ IŜƴǊȅ CƻǊŘΩǎ ƻǊiginal 
office, furnished just as he used it. 

 
Ford Piquette Plant 

 

A Friday morning special tour was behind the 
scenes at the Benson Ford Research Library at 
Greenfield Village. This rare access was limited to 
two groups of only 25 attendees. Visitors were 
wowed with virtually unprecedented access to an 
amazing collection of paper items and three-
ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 9ŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭŀǘŜ 
1800s patent models. One could hold the original 
pencil letter John Dillinger wrote to Henry Ford 
praising his cars. There was plenty for the women on 
the tour to admire as drawers full of amazingly 
intricate quilts were displayed. Apart from the tour, 
NVRG members Wayne Chadderton, Dave 
Gunnarson, John Ryan, and John Sweet used the 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǊŜǎŜŀrch during the week. 

 

  
Dave Westrate admires the stacks at the Benson Ford 
Research Library 

!ǳǘƻ {ŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ  

DǊŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǘΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м DŀǊŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ  

DŀǊŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ  
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A special opportunity was provided to Early V-8 
vehicles owners to drive onto the grounds of 
Greenfield Village. Several NVRG members took 
advantage of this opportunity. A nice picnic lunch 
was included and there was plenty of time to visit 
the attractions of Greenfield Village a huge outdoor 
museum of early Americana featuring, among many 
other things, displays and artifacts of Henry Ford, 
Thomas Alva Edison, and Orville and Wilber Wright. 
You could spend an entire day at Greenfield Village. 
Some members also ventured into the adjacent 
Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation, which 
housed an extensive collection of automotive, 
aviation, and technology artifacts. 

The primary focus of the Grand National was the 
judging and display of cars on Thursday. As usual, 
there was a wide variety of Ford, Mercury, and 
Lincoln vehicles shown, including some rare and 
unusual vehicles, some of which are shown in the 
following photos. 

 

 
A small part of the show field 

 

 
1932 Sedan Delivery 

 

 

 
1944 Wartime Ambulance 
 

 
Early Ford V-8 Race Car 

 

The final major event of the meet was the 
awards banquet on Friday. The banquet was not only 
a recognition of the award-winning cars on display 
but also a final chance to interact with friends, both 
new and old, from all over the world. NVRG mem-
bers Bill Simons, Dave Westrate, Keith Randall, 
Tommy Harper, and Joe Freund received awards for 
their cars. 

 

NVRG Members at the Awards Banquet 
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Rain, Rain, Go Away! 
By Dave Westrate 
 

The 21st Annual Fairfax City Car Show was rained 
out in May for only the second time in its history, so 
it is hard to complain. Because of the time, money, 
and effort already expended, it was decided to 
reschedule for June 23rd. Although the early morning 
was bleak, we were able to complete the show 
between rain storms. As the day progressed, more 
and more cars showed up, and we ended up with 32 
cars and had a nice showing and a good day after all. 

One fun feature was a Flathead V8 that has the 
head removed from one side, which allows the 
operation of the valves and pistons to be observed 
as the engine runs. It was a huge hit with the public 
and won the Best Engine trophy. The engine was 
mounted in a beautiful trailer and towed behind a 
first class 1945 Ford Pickup truck. Club member Phil 
Murray brought the engine display which was much 
appreciated. 

The Best in Show winner was a 1955 Packard 
ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƻƳ .ǊƻƻƪǎΦ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ 
1968 Triumph owned by Steve Higginbotham and 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ мфрр CƻǊŘ owned by Jim 
Lieberman. 

The Best in Show vehicle was selected this year 
by Andrew Wilson, who was honored for his 31 years 
of service to the community as a firefighter. The 
Fairfax City Fire Department had its fire safety 
display at the show, as it has for many years. Their 
program was complemented by a new event on 
public and child safety put on by the Fairfax City 
Police Department and the Fairfax County Sheriff's 
Department. All of these activities drew a large 
public crowd and should be even more successful in 
future years. 

The Knights of Columbus once again provided 
food and refreshments and club member Andy 
Kroerner coordinated the participation of Cameron's 
Chocolates which is a local nonprofit whose mission 
is to provide employment for young adults with 
disabilities. All in all, a nice day. 
=========================================== 
tǊƛŎŜǎ !ǊŜ IƛƎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƴƎƳŀƴ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴΧ .ǳǘ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
Were a Few Bargains 
By Bill Simons 

 

On Sunday June 24th, I picked up David Blum at 
the Portland, ME, airport and we drove south about 

an hour to Hampton, NH, for the Dingman Auction of 
automobilia and about 45 cars. We arrived about 
11am, in time to see that the bidding process was 
quite a bit behind schedule. There were about 200 
lots to be sold before they even got to the cars. 
These lots were mostly signs, some tin and porce-
lain, and some neon, and most were selling well 
above expectations and thus taking more time as 
bidders kept bidding. A couple of examples: A neon 
Lincoln-Mercury dealer sign sold for $30,000 when 
the anticipated price was $10,000-$15,000. Another 
double-sided winged neon Ford sign had a suggested 
range of $6,000-$8,000 and sold for$18,000.  

 

 
Just a few of the signs 
 

We had plenty of time to evaluate each car and 
they were all in number 1 or number 2 condition. 
There were 9 Ford woodies ranging from 1932 to 
1951. All of them seemed to be in perfect condition. 
hƴŜ Ωпс ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ Ψпт ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
birds-eye maple inside and out. 

 

 
Partial lineup prior to the auction 
 

We stayed about 4 hours and realized that, with 
more than 100 lots of signs still to be sold, the car 
auction would begin much later in the afternoon. As 
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Dave had an early evening return flight, we reluc-
tantly headed back to the airport before the first car 
was up for sale. The results were posted the next 
day online and they pretty much followed the high 
prices of the signs. Here are a couple of examples. 

¶ 1961 Lincoln Continental Convertible: Suggested 
range $40,000ς$60,000; sold for $103,600 

¶ 1946 Ford birds-eye Wagon: Suggested range 
$60,000ς$90,000; sold for $123,200 

¶ 1949 Ford Convertible (nicer than mine, but not 
much nicer): Suggested range $110,000ς
$140,000; sold for $100,800. WOW!! 
 

 
Birds-eye 1946 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άōŀǊƎŀƛƴǎΦέ ! мфоф 
Lincoln-Zephyr Convertible Sedan with a suggested 
range of $190,000 to $220,000 sold for $114,000 
and a beautiful 1939 Ford Super Deluxe Wagon with 
a range of $80,000 to $100,000 and sold for $48,160. 
All vehicles were sold without reserve. To see the 
results of all the cars, log onto their website at 
www.rmsouthebys.com. 

We were sorry we could not stay to see the cars 
being sold but it was a treat to attend the auction. 

 

 
 

2018 Eastern National Tour ς Part 1 ς Mon.-Wed.  
By Ken Burns 
 

 
Some of the cars on the 2018 Eastern National Tour 

 OUT AND ABOUT 

Helen and I thought it might be fun to participate 
ƛƴ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƻǳǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ wŀƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ 
participation in the 2016 Eastern National Tour. This 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǳǊ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iŀǿƪ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
Regional Group and held in what is commonly known 
as Pennsylvania Dutch Country. A quick check on 
Google Maps showed the headquarters hotel was 
about 165 miles from Fairfax; the registration fee, 
banquet fee, hotel accommodations, etc. were all 
imminently reasonable, so we decided to take the 
plunge. Per Keith Randall, and he and Susan had 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇΦ YŜƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ Ƙƛǎ Ωоу 
Deluxe Fordor and I was going to drive the Woodie.  

On Monday, May 21st, we set out shortly after 
rush hour and headed north in beautiful weather. Out 
US 50, then up US 15.We circled around Harrisburg on 
PA 581, took US 322 East, got on US 422, drove 
through downtown Hershey and continued east. We 
easily reached Myerstown in plenty of time to check in 
at the host hotel, register with the Hawk Mountain 
folks, settle into our rooms and top off the gas tank in 
preparation for the first daily tour on Tuesday. Finally, 
I put the car cover on the Woodie. 

During the welcome party we were briefed on 
how the upcoming tours would be run and that each 
Řŀȅ ǿŜΩŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ млл ƳƛƭŜǎΦ Lƴ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
about the tour, I erroneously said that Helen had won 
the gift certificate for the chocolates at the Welcome 
Party. In reality, Susan Randall won the gift certificate 
and then gave it to Helen. Sorry, Susan. 

The car cover came in handy since it rained 
Monday night and continued on throughout most of 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ YŜƛǘƘΩǎ Ωоу ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΣ 
the cover stayed on the Woodie, and we all rode in 
YŜƛǘƘΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ Ŏŀō C-нрлΦ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƻǳr featured 
sights in Lancaster County. We drove though bucolic 
rolling countryside to the Middle Creek Wildlife 
Management AreaΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ 
located on the flyway for numerous types of birds and 
has a wonderful bird watching observation room 
overlooking Middle Creek Reservoir. 

 

 
 

Leaving the Visitors Center we hit the road again 
for another scenic drive through the countryside to 

https://rmsothebys.com/
http://www.pgc.pa.gov/InformationResources/AboutUs/ContactInformation/Southeast/MiddleCreekWildlifeManagementArea/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.pgc.pa.gov/InformationResources/AboutUs/ContactInformation/Southeast/MiddleCreekWildlifeManagementArea/Pages/default.aspx
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Kitchen Kettle Village in Intercourse, PA. Back in 
1954, the Burnleys started making jelly/jam/ 
preserves in 40 kettles their 2-car garage using 
ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ tŀǘ .ǳǊƴƭŜȅΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ {ƻƻƴ 
the Burnleys had to build a shop to vend their wares. 
Over the years, the literal mom and pop operation 
grew into a booming business and then into a small 
village with 42 shops, two restaurants, numerous 
shops selling regional items, and an Amish horse and 
buggy ride. After lunch we headed over to the Lapp 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ CŀǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
ever tasted. We were told the secret is that they use 
only fresh milk from Jersey cows which produce milk 
with the highest butterfat content of any dairy cow.  

Once we finished our cones and sundaes we 
headed to Seiverling Pedal Car Museum in Ephrata. 
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƴ ǇŜŘŀƭ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǘ IŜǊǎƘŜȅ, so you just 
know there had to be one or more museums 
dedicated to pedal cars. The museum has lots of 
vintage pedal cars plus new production ones. One 
pedal car that caught my eye was the Ford Flivver. 
Back in September, Cliff and Dave Gunnarson 
presented a program dealing with alternate uses of 
Ford engines, and one such use was in the Ford 
Flivver, sort of like a Model T of air ς a very, very 
basic aircraft. The current Flivver is a new 
construction pedal car which can be ordered from 
Airflow Collectibles in CA.  

 

 
Wednesday found us exploring the back roads of 

Berks County throughout the morning. Along the 
way, Keith made a new friend while trying to drive 
through a covered bridge. I guess the driver felt he 
was too important or in too much of a hurry to wait 
for a small gaggle of antique cars to pass through the 
bridge in succession. Our lunch stop was at the 
Boyertown Town Museum of Historic Vehicles, 
where we ate lunch (fresh turkey or ham subs, chips, 
ŀƴŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ мфоу CŜƎƭŜȅΩǎ 

Reading Diner which is housed inside the museum. 
 

 
 

The museum is housed in the former building of 
the Jeremiah Sweinhart Carriage Factory/Boyertown 
Auto Body Works, which started operations in 1872 
and specialized in luxury vehicles such as carriages, 
buggies, spring wagons, and sleighs. Eventually, the 
company expanded into the production of 
commercial vehicles: bakery wagons, huckster 
wagons, milk, ice and ice cream wagons, etc. 

 

 
 

As gas-powered vehicles replaced the horse and 
buggy, Boyertown transitioned to building 
specialized commercial bodies. In 1914, it produced 
its first commercial delivery truck body ς a  simple 
wooden box designed to be mounted on a Ford 
Model T chassis.  
 

 
1936 Ford-based butcher shop truck with Boyer built body 

 

http://www.kitchenkettle.com/index.asp
http://www.seiverlingonline.com/museum/
http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/b/boyertown/boyertown.htm
http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/b/boyertown/boyertown.htm

