
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     
   

      Saturday April 7, 2018, turned out to be a rather cold and damp day to kick off our NVRG touring 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘŜǘŜǊ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлму ¢ǊƛŦŜŎǘŀ DŀǊŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊΦ  
OuǊ 9ŀǊƭȅ CƻǊŘ ±уΩǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ōǳƴŘƭŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƻŦ 
άǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƴǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƎŀǊŀƎŜǎΦ 
      Many of us started out meeting at Fair Oaks Mall where our excellent tour leader, Hank Dubois, 
provided us with an itinerary and instructions, along with his phone number, just in case.  Hank did a 
great job of planning the eventτfrom the interesting garage tours to the restaurant where we shared 
lunch. 
 
 
 

DŀǊŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ ǇŀƎŜ о 

By Gay Harrington 

The 2018 Trifecta Garage Tour group (Back row L to R):  Bruce Metcalf, Cliff Green, Andy Koerner, Leo Cummings, Steve 
Groves, Clem Clement, Dave Westrate, Eli Sumner, Wayne Chadderton, Mike Petty, Joe Freund.  (Front row L to R):  Art 
Zimmerli, Steve Zimmerli, Stan Johnson, Bill Selley, Ken Burns, Bill Lightfoot, Gay Harrington, Sandy Clement, Hank Dubois, 

Keith Randall. Participants not pictured:  Jim Mc Daniels, Dave Gunnarson, Susan Randall. 
 

2018 Trifecta Garage Tour 
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Our club enjoyed an active April as the tour season began in earnest. First, in early April, we were treated to 
the Trifecta Garage Tour organized by Hank Dubois, Tour Chairperson, and hosted by club members Clem Clem-
ent, Keith Randall, and Stan Johnson. Each of their garages housed vehicles ready for road voyages or awaiting a 
little more work before hitting the road. Thanks to each of you for a terrific garage tour.  

At our April membership meeting, Stan Johnson ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άHow the Model A won WW 
LLΦέ Though I was unable to attend, I heard that you all enjoyed the insights that Stan shared. Thanks again Stan, 
that makes two events lead by you in one month. Thanks also to Leo Cummings for providing refreshments. 

The 17th Annual Poker Run Tour was meticulously executed by Hank Dubois and Jim LaBaugh who planned, 
devised the tour route, developed challenging questions, and organized the lunch afterwards. Thank you, Hank and 
Jim, for your thoughtful hard work.  

After eight years of exceptional service as editor of the award-winning Valve Clatter, Ken Burns stepped down 
at the end of 2017. Despite numerous efforts to find a new editor from within the club, we could find no one to 
ǘŀƪŜ YŜƴΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŀǎ 
the way to go. We were fortunate to find Stephanie Beavers as our new editor. To ensure that article content is 
collecteŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀ άƎŀǘŜƪŜŜǇŜǊέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ 
quickly review content and interact with providers of articles. For the first four months of 2018 Bill Simons and 
John Ryan graciously stepped up to perform the gatekeeper duties to get us up and running. Thank you, Bill and 
John, for getting us started in the right direction. I am happy to report that Nick Arrington, beginning with this 
issue of the Valve Clatter, is our new permanent gatekeeper. Good luck and thank you Nick. 

On Saturday, May 5, Annandale Boy Scout Troop 150 will be celebrating their 90th anniversary at the Annan-
dale United Methodist Church located at Columbia Pike & Gallows Road from 11 am ς 2 pm. As an Eagle Scout 
myself, I will be there wiǘƘ Ƴȅ Ωпу CƻǊŘ, and trust that many of you will join me at this special occasion. 

Finally, on Saturday, May 19, Dave Westrate and Gay Harrington will oversee the 21st Annual NVRG/City of 
Fairfax Antique Car Show to be held at City Hall from 10 am ς 3 pm. 

DƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ DŀȅΗ  
 
 

Best Regards, 
 

Joe 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2018 NVRG Officers & Terms 2018 Directors & Terms Committee Members 
President ς Joe Freund (2018-19) Membership ς Gay Harrington (2018-19) Fairfax Show ς Dave Westrate 

Vice President ς Bill Simons (2018-19) Programs Lead ς Dave Gunnarson (2017-18) Programs Member ς John Sweet 

Secretary ς John Ryan (2017-18) Webmaster ς Cliff Green (2018-19) Tours Chair ς Hank Dubois 

Treasurer ς Wayne Chadderton (2017-18) Sunshine ς Keith Randall (2017-18) Property & Refreshment ς Mark Luposello 

 Past President ς Jim McDaniel (2018-19) At Large ς Art Zimmerli 

 At Large ς Ken Burns (2018-19) At Large ς Andy Koerner 

  At-Large ς Jim LaBaugh 

 

mailto:joefreund@verizon.net
mailto:hahsuj@gmail.com
mailto:dlwbaw@aol.com
mailto:bsimons@rustinsurance.com
mailto:gunnarson@verizon.net
mailto:speedbird201@gmail.com
mailto:john@ryanweb.com
mailto:dcliftongreen@gmail.com
mailto:handcdubois@verizon.net
mailto:wjchad@gmail.com
mailto:klr8217@aol.com
mailto:drspdracer@gmail.com
mailto:jim.mcd@cox.net
mailto:viewtown@cox.net
mailto:helenandken@verizon.net
mailto:akoerner2@cox.net
mailto:jlabaugh@verizon.net
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hǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿŀǎ /ƭŜƳ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ CŀƛǊŦŀȄΦ 
Sandy and Clem greeted us with coffee and a variety 
of breakfast treats. After some socializing around the 
food, we were off to the large, attached garage to 
ǎŜŜ /ƭŜƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƻǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ 
joyτthe 1940 Mercury he had as a teenager but 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ 
home!  

 
    /ƭŜƳΩǎ мфпл aŜǊŎǳǊȅ 
 

Clem opened up the Mercury 4-door convertible to 
allow everyone to see the impeccable restoration of 
the engine and the whole car. The paint is a beauti-
ful Como Blue. The upholstery and convertible top 
are tan. Clem showed us the neat built in tool caddy 
hidden under the liner in the trunk. They thought of 
everything back then! ¢ƘŜ Ωпл aŜǊŎǳǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘŜǊπ
ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ /ƭŜƳΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
Early V8 he maintains. His green 1939 Ford V8 truck 
was dressed in full regalia. The hub cap clock was 
ticking away. The cab was full of interesting stickers, 
trinkets, and treasures. The truck bed was laden with 
tools, gadgets, flea market finds, and of course, the 
stuffed hens were seated on their box. The 1930 
Model A was looking good, too, with a large stuffed 
Dalmatian keeping watch from the rumble seat. 
 

 
            wŜŀǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ /ƭŜƳΩǎ ǿƘƛƳǎȅΥ мфоф CƻǊŘ ǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
1930 Model A 

Everyone was able to check out all the vehicles and 
ask Clem questions that ranged from the vehicles, to 
ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΣ ǘƻ /ƭŜƳΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ²²L ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōox 
with original photos and documents. Clem and 
Sandy were terrific hosts to us all. 
hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿŀǎ YŜƛǘƘ wŀƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŜǘŀŎƘŜŘ 

garage in Springfield. Susan and Keith had a nice 
table of goodies ready and welcomed us all. Keith 
was the general contraŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ άaƻƴƻȄƛŘŜ aŀƴƻǊέ 
which was established in 1996 after a twelve-year 
process from plans and permits to the beautiful 
finished facility it has become. 

 

 
      ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ YŜƛǘƘ wŀƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ 
 

¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ wŀƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ /ƻŀƭ ϧ 
Feed siŘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ рлΩǎ ǘǊǳŎƪΤ ŀ 
helicopter tail rotor from a mechanical failure Keith 
experienced and survived; and many other interest-
ing items.   
      !ǎ ŦƻǊ YŜƛǘƘΩǎ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦ  
His 1971 Chevrolet Monte Carlo was his first new car 
(and it still looks brand new). His 1970 Triumph 
Bonneville was his first motorcycle, purchased when 
Keith was a USAF pilot in training. He is slowly 
resurrecting it from many years of storage.  
      YŜƛǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ 9ŀǊƭȅ CƻǊŘ ±уΩǎΥ  ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǊƛginal 
1938 Ford Fordor Deluxe, which Keith says is a 
pleasure to drive after overhauling the engine and 
replacing the wiring; and a 1936 Ford Cabriolet 
purchased in 2015 from the AACA Museum in 
Hershey, PA. Keith said Tommy Lumpkin previously 
ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψоу Fordor Deluxe.   
!ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ωос /ŀōǊƛƻƭŜǘΣ YŜƛǘƘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ 

refreshing and adjusting it to make it road worthy, 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǎ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
several hundred miles already. Keith also owns a 
1935 Packard 120 Convertible Coupe, which his 
father gave him when Keith was nine years old. The 
car has been in a barn or garage since 1954.   

DŀǊŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ  
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CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ YŜƛǘƘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ άwŀƴŘŀƭƭ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
ŎŀǊέ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ мфруτhis 1916 Ford 
aƻŘŜƭ ¢ ¢ƻǳǊƛƴƎΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ YŜƛǘh 
decided to tackle a full restoration of the car as an 
honorarium to him.  NVRG club member Thetan Ogle 
(Tin Snips Fabrication) and Richie Bosacco (Apple 
Valley Restoration) did outstanding metal and paint 
work, respectively, on this vehicle. Keith and his 
Model T were given a personal invitation to show 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŎŀ wŀǘƻƴΣ C[ /ƻƴŎƻǳǊǎ ŘΩ9ƭŜƎŀƴŎŜΦ  
Quite an honor that would undoubtedly have his 
ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎΗ YŜƛǘƘΩǎ άaƻƴƻȄƛŘŜ aŀƴƻǊέ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ 
heated, cooled, and lighted nicely.  Keith only wishes 
ƘŜΩŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛǘ ōƛƎƎŜǊΗ   

 

 
LƴǎƛŘŜ άaƻƴƻȄƛŘŜ aŀƴƻǊέΥ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ 
supplies, tools, and friends! 

 

      The final garage stop on our Trifecta Tour was a 
nice double garage attached to the Springfield home 
of Stan Johnson. Stan is building a FoǊŘ ά!-V-уέ 
Roadster in his garage, and has maximized the use of 
his space. One side of the garage holds the vehicle 
in-progress and the other side has tools, welding 
items, rolling trays, and just about everything else 
Stan needs to get the job done. The walls are 
ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǘƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ {ǘŀƴΩǎ 
collection of license plates. Stan explained his 
project to us and answered lots of questions. 
 

 
Stan Johnson points out modifications he made to the 
Roadster Chassis with Hank Dubois, Andy Koerner, and 
Sandy Clement (and others not pictured) looking on. 

      He started with a Model A frame, added a 1941 
pickup truck transmission, and a 1947 flathead 59 AB 
engine he found on Ebay (for a great price). The 
flathead engine had never driven a mile because it 
had been used to pump water for a golf course!      
The brakes fit a 1939 Ford, the steering wheel and 
steering box are from a 1949 Ford F-1 pickup truck.  
Stan detailed the difficulties of modifying parts to 
make things fit. His new 1932 gas tank, for example, 
needed special adjustments. The clutch also needed 
to be modified. Stan pointed through the firewall to 
ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ŎŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŎŀǊǎ ȅƻǳ 
can add oil to while ȅƻǳ ŘǊƛǾŜΗέ  

 

 
±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άŦǊƻƴǘ ǎŜŀǘέ ƻŦ {ǘŀƴΩǎ wƻŀŘǎter 
 

      !ŦǘŜǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘŀƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƴŜ 
and plaƴǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƘŜ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ creative and 
innovative in his thinking. It was truly impressive to 
see the quality and quantity of work Stan has already 
accomplished on his roadster project. LΩƳ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜΗ 

We ended our first official tour of 2018 having 
ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ aƛƭŀƴƻΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƻƴ wƻƭƭƛƴƎ 
wƻŀŘ ƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘΣ ±!Φ  aƛƭŀƴƻΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƪ 
food but had a variety of choices on the menu. The 
company and food were good, and it was a fitting 
end to a fun day.  A BIG THANKS goes out to our 
members Clem & Sandy Clements, Keith & Susan 
Randall, and Stan Johnson for opening their garages 
and sharing their treasures with us. 
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17th Annual Poker Run 
By Jim Nice       
 

      The NVRG was greeted by a sunny but chilly 
morning as the group gathered for the 17th annual 
Poker Run on Saturday, April 21, 2018. Attendees 
ǿŜǊŜ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ 9Řƴŀ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ όΩос 
Roadster - their grandson had a very chilly ride in the 
rumble seat!); Wayne and Jane Chadderton; Keith 
ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ wŀƴŘŀƭƭ όΩоу {ŜŘŀƴύΤ .ƛƭƭ {ŜƭƭŜȅΤ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ 
/ƘŀǊ aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭΤ YŜƴ ŀƴŘ IŜƭŜƴ .ǳǊƴǎ όΩпм ²ƻƻŘƛŜύΤ 
Jim and Connie Baker (very fast Model A); Cliff and 
Sandra Green; Joe ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀ CǊŜǳƴŘΤ 5ŀǾŜ .ƭǳƳ όΩоф 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴύΤ WƛƳ [ŀ.ŀǳƎƘΤ Iŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ /ƛƴŘȅ 5ǳōƻƛǎ όΩор 
Coupe); and Jim and Kathy Nice. 
      The gathering began at Fair Oaks Mall at 9:00am, 
where Hank Dubois and Jim LaBaugh, our Poker Run 
organizers, explained the rules and logistics. The 
route was an 80-mile scenic route with four stops.  
At the beginning, and at each stop, participants 
received a set of driving instructions along with 
trivia/scavenger hunt questions answerable by 
viewing sites along the route.  
 

 

 
Model A Club members Jim and Connie Baker look over     
handouts at Fair Oaks Mall while Wayne Chadderton 
looks on 
 

Participants purchased 3 or more poker hands at the 
beginning of the run and received a card for each 
hand at each stop. By the completion of the run, 
each purchased hand had 5 cards. All cards were in 
sealed envelopes, so no one knew what was in their 
hands until the big reveal at the end of the run. 
 

 
              Ken and IŜƭŜƴ .ǳǊƴǎΩ Ωпм ²ƻƻŘƛŜ bƻΦ н 

 
     Our first stop was in Aldie, VA at the Aldie General 
Store and Café. Folks stretched their legs, took in all 
the interesting grocery items for sale, bought coffee, 
and traded trivia question answers. Leaving Aldie, 
we were slowed a bit by paving work on New 
Mountain Road. Hank and Jim knew about the 
paving project and asked the road crew before the 
ǘƻǳǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀǾŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻΦ 
Apparently, the crew was speaking for themselves 
and not for the entire project! We lost only a little 
time and were able to stay with our original route 
and enjoy the scenery.   
      During the tour, Kathy and I, in our modern car, 
were traveling behind Jim and Connie Baker in their 
Model A.  Jim and Connie mentioned that they have 
driven their Model A all over the world, and we 
ƳŀǊǾŜƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƭŜŦǘ us in the dust 
on many of the straightaways. 
 

 
Jim and /ƻƴƴƛŜ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŀƎƛƭŜ Ωом aƻŘŜƭ ! CƻǊŘƻǊ 
 

      Our second and third stops were in The Plains, VA 
(Loudon Ave/Halfway Road) and Philomont, VA 
(Snickersville Turnpike) respectively. 
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Jim and Edna /ǊƻǎǎΩ Ωос wƻŀŘǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
in rumble seat leaving second stop.    
 

Our fourth stop was in Hillsboro, VA (Hillsboro 
Cemetery, to be accurate), which we all agreed was 
a most unusual stop.  
      Our tour ended in Purcellville, VA where we had 
ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ {ƳƻƪƛƴΩ ²ƛƭƭȅΦ The food was delicious, and 
all enjoyed the fellowship and conversation.  
 

 
Entire Poker Run gang at Smokin Willy Restaurant. 
 

After lunch, Jim gave us the answers to the trivia 
questions. There was much debate over answers, 
but in ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ όWƛƳΩǎύ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
final! First prize for the trivia questions went to Jim 
and Kathy Nice with 25 out of 32 correct answers. 
Second prize went to Ken and Helen Burns with 24 
out of 32 correct answers (it was close!).  
      Next, Hank had us open our card envelopes and 
show our poker hands. The winning poker hands 
were Ken and Helen Burns receiving first prize with a 
Cǳƭƭ IƻǳǎŜ όǘƘǊŜŜ фΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ оΩǎύΣ ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜ 
Chadderton receiving second prize with three 
Queens. A huge THANK YOU to Hank Dubois and Jim 
LaBaugh for organizing a fantastic Poker Run! 
Everyone had a great time, and we appreciate the 
work and planning they did to prepare such a fun 
event for us all. 

 

 
 
Welcome! 
By Gay Harrington 
 

     hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƭǳōΣ LΩŘ ƭike to extend a 
warm welcome to our newest NVRG members, David 
and Susan Skiles of Manassas, VA. The Skiles attended 
the April members meeting where they met many 
regular members. David and Susan own a 1934 Ford 
Cabriolet. 
 
 
 
 

For Want of a Nail 
By Ken Burns 
 

John Ryan ran our April Membership Meeting 
since President Joe Freund was under the weather. 
We had the usual committee chair person reports but 
more importantly, new members David and Susan 
Skiles attended their first meeting. David has a 1934 
CabrioleǘΣ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
to ensure it will be a roadworthy vehicle. We hope to 
see them on the upcoming Poker Run and other 
events throughout the summer.  
      Leo Cummings provided goodies for our refresh-
ment break and then we headed back into the 
meeting room to hear Stan Johnson make the case for 
άIƻǿ ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜƭ ! ²ƻƴ ²²LLΦέ Iƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ .Ŝƴ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ tƻƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ 
Almanac which began with άFor want of a nail a shoe 
ǿŀǎ ƭƻǎǘΧΦέ This gist of proverb has been with us for 
centuries and highlights the importance of seemingly 
minor details, particularly in military logistics. 
 

 
      bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƛƭ ƻƴ {ǘŀƴΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǎƭƛŘŜ 
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{ǘŀƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ 
IŜƴǊȅ CƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜƭ !Σ CƻǊŘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ 
disastrous attempt to invade Russia, Soviet produc-
tion of GAZ (Gorky Automobile Zavod [Plant]) 
vehicles and how the GAZ AA trucks played a pivotal 
role in rolling back the Nazi invasion of the USSR at 
Leningrad (today known as Saint Petersburg).  

As we all know Henry Ford was a brilliant indus-
trialist who built a worldwide manufacturing empire. 
He was a pacifist in WWI because he believed war 
was bad for business. The following is an extremely 
abridged version of how Ford vehicles came to be 
produced in the USSR: the Russian Tsar withdraws 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƛƴ ²²LΤ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
revolution, the Tsar is deposed and then a civil war; 
the Soviets win the civil war; Lenin and then Stalin 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{{wΤ άŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
begins and the Soviets need tractors; Henry Ford 
makes a deal in 1919 to supply tractors to the 
Soviets. By 1926 there were 25,000 Fordson tractors 
in use in the USSR. Most were built in the UK and 
Ireland but Soviet Fordson clones were also built at 
Leningrad beginning in 1924 and at Stalingrad 
beginning in 1930. 

 

 
           Fordson gave Ford a foothold in the USSR 

 

      In May 1929, the Ford Motor Company signed a 
contract with the Soviet Amtorg Trading Corporation 
in which it agreed to furnish detailed construction 
plans and equipment for plants that would eventual-
ly produce 100,000 Model A cars and Model AA 
trucks a year. Ford was to be paid in gold! The deal 
called for 6,000 AA trucks in 1929, increasing 18,000 
in 1930 and ultimately to 24,000 in 1931 and 1932. 
The Austin Company, a Cleveland engineering and 
consulting firm, would supervise creation of a 
production plant, assembly plant, and model city for 
workers Gorky in 1932. Albert Kahn directed con-
struction of a smaller assembly plant in Moscow. 

These factories were to assemble imported parts 
until the Soviet production plant began operating. 
An exchange of several hundred Soviet and Ford 
foremen and engineers smoothed the process. 

The Soviets unilaterally terminated the deal on 
November 22, 1934. Production of AA trucks 

continued until 1950 while Model A production 
ceased in 1935 when GAZ introduced the GAZ-M1, 
!Y! ǘƘŜ Ϧ9ƳƪŀΣέ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфоо 
Ford Model 40. Ford lost $578,000 on the deal with 
the Soviets but by 1934 had lost interest in supplying 
Model A parts anyway. 

 

 

 
         The GAZ-AA truck had a wooden cab 

 

The GAZ-A and AA were based on Ford drawings 
with stronger clutch housing and steering case to 
account for the poor road conditions in the USSR. 

 

   
  The GAZ factory and AA trucks as far as the eye can see 

 

 
               Site of the GAZ Plant 

 

      The location of the GAZ assembly plant turned out to 
be very important (fortuitous or strategic, take your pick) 
ŀǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ǎŜŜΦ 

On June 22, 1941, Hitler launched Operation 
Barbarossa; the invasion of the Soviet Union. The 
German objective was to seize Leningrad in the 
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The location of the GAZ assembly plant turned out to 
be very important (fortuitous or strategic, take your 
ǇƛŎƪύ ŀǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ǎŜŜΦ 

On June 22, 1941, Hitler launched Operation 
Barbarossa; the invasion of the Soviet Union. The 
German objective was to seize Leningrad in the 
North, Moscow in the center and Stalingrad in the 
South. 

 

 
 

In August Hitler reiterated his priorities "Leningrad 
1st, Donetsk Basin 2nd, Moscow 3rd." By September 9, 
1941, the Nazis had driven deep into the USSR and 
had reached the outskirts of Leningrad. Instead of 
continuing their advance the German Armies 
stopped and laid siege the city, intending to resume 
offensive operations in the Spring. 
 

 
    ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ [ŜƴƛƴƎǊŀŘ ǿŀǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ άwƻŀŘ ƻŦ    
[ƛŦŜέ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ [ŀŘƻƎŀ [ŀƪŜ 

     The siege of Leningrad would last 872 days ς  
September 9, 1941 until January 27, 1944. In 1942 
alone, the siege of Leningrad cost the lives of 
650,000 inhabitants due to starvation, exposure, 
disease, and shelling.  

GAZ AA trucks were the backbone of the resup-
ply effort; hauling cargo to Ladoga Lake for transport 
to Leningrad by barge when the lake was ice free 
and driving across the frozen lake in the winter when 
the ice was thick enough to support vehicles. 
 

 
 

During the 1941-42 winter, AA trucks moved 
supplies across the lake from December 17, 1941, 
until April 24, 1941τa total of 152 days. 
 

   
       


