
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
     
  

Garage Tour conǘΩŘΦ ǇŀƎŜ о 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

By Cliff Green, with photos by Dave Gunnarson and Cliff Green 

We are fortunate to have members who own vintage car collections and who are willing to open up 
their garages for a tour. Steve Pieper, Nick Arrington, Bill Potter, Keith Randall, Steve Zimmerli, and Bill 
Lightfoot come to mind. And now new member Jim Walker is added to the list to wow the curious V-уΩŜǊǎΦ 
Forty folks witnessed an eclectic assembly of vintage cars and trucks inside a huge 12,000-square-foot 
.ǳǘƭŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ улΩ Ȅ мрлΩΗ 

Hank Dubois organized the tour and led the main body of members from the usual gathering spot at 
Fair Oaks Mall out to Hume, Virginia (West of Marshall). It was a beautiful spring day conducive to V-8 
touring, but only a token of vintage cars participated. We have to commend the following who exercised 
their vehicles: Dave Blum, Leo Cummings, Hank Dubois, Cliff Green, Nick Arrington, Benny Leonard, Jim 
Baker, Jim Cross, Al Edwards, and first-timer Dave Skiles. (Honorable mention to the Freunds in their 
newly acquired Volvo P1800 Coupe.) 
¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ WƛƳΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ, and I won-

dered how the gravel road was maintained in such good condition. Not to worry, as Jim has a fleet of ve-
hicles to do the job. The approach to the building heightened our excitement as to its contents. This was a 
BIG structure! 
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LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ weird how one event or experience can trigger images and thoughts about a very peripheral, although 
not entirely unrelated, event or situation. In mid-April, the huge, devastating fire that engulfed Notre-Dame 
Cathedral in Paris was front page news for a couple of days. (Fortunately, the cathedral was vacant and no one 
was injured.) This cathedral has a unique historical, cultural, architectural, and religious significance for the 
French people ς and for many others from around the world who have visited or worshiped there. I am fortu-
nate to have experienced Notre-Dame several times myself. After the initial shock and sadness about Notre-
Dame subsided a bit, a broader thought began to sink in: things we cherish, even things that seem permanent 
and well cared for, can be severely damaged or destroyed through accident, fire, acts of God, etc. 
 
Our early Ford vehicles are potentially vulnerable to many hidden dangers, fire among them. The Notre-Dame 
tragedy has gotten me focused on fire prevention in my garage. LΩǾŜ ōŜŜn taking inventory of solvents, other 
flammable chemicals, paints, oily rags, etc., and isolating them. The electrical system has a couple of issues 
that need to be addressed. My fire extinguishers and smoke alarm need to be checked. Previously, my main 
danger-ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƳƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ bƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜΦ L ƘƻǇŜ 
our entire early V-8 community is well protected against fire. 
 
At our next monthly membership meeting on Tuesday, May 14, Bill Simons will treat us to a vicarious trip 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ bƛƭŜ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƴ ά9ƎȅǇǘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƻƎǳŜέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ .ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊ {ƛƳƻƴǎΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻπ
gram will be of interest to spouses in addition to the usual attendees. I look forward to seeing everyone there. 
 
Best V-8 wishes to everyone, 

 
 

John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 NVRG Officers and Terms 2019 Directors and Terms Committee Members 
President ς John Ryan (2019-20) Membership ς Gay Harrington (2018-19) Fairfax Show ς Dave Westrate 

Vice President ς Cliff Green (2018-19) Programs, Refreshments  ς Dave Gunnarson (2019-20) Tours Chair ς Hank Dubois 

Secretary ς Nick Arrington (2019-20) Webmaster, Property ς Ken Burns (2018-19) At-large ς David Skiles 

Treasurer ς Bill Simons (2018-19) Sunshine ς Keith Randall (2019-20) At-large ς Jim LaBaugh 

 Past President ς Joe Freund (2019-20)  

 At-large ς Jim McDaniel (2018-19)  
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Jim is the owner of Classic Automotive, Inc. in 
Manassas Park (classicautomotive-inc.com). Classic 
Automotive, Inc. has been providing collision and 
custom paint work, routine maintenance and full 
service repairs, plus complete towing services for 40 
years. 

 

 
 
Entrance to the facility was through a small of-

fice where memorabilia and a collection of model 
cars were on display. Our impression at the first look 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǿŀǎ ά²ƻǿΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛƴ our col-
ƭŜŎǘƛƴƎΗέ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻk! But first to the coffee and 
donuts ς WƛƳΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘΗΗ  

 
The following is a collection of my impressions: 
 
An interesting C-Cab truck was a 1926 AB Mac 

with a flathead V-8 engine. It had two transmissions: 
the original in the rear for the chain drive and a Ford 
three-speed behind the block. This was unrestored.  

 

 
1926 Mac "C" cab 

 
I liked a 1965 green and white F250 Lariat 

Camper Special body mounted on a 1986 4x4 chassis 
with a 7.3 Ford diesel engine! It looked stock. 

 
1965 F250 4x4 diesel 

 

One car that caught my eye was a 1941 white 
Lincoln Zephyr limo with a beautiful interior that Jim 
had installed. The hood, which was not open, would 
have revealed a Corvette engine and four-speed au-
tomatic. Again, this car had a stock appearance.  

 

 
1941 Lincoln limo hot rod 

 

Another Lincoln that attracted a lot of attention 
was a 1942 Zephyr coupe (last year for coupes) with 
a 1947 grill. Beautifully restored black with correct 
interior, but with a 1953 Cadillac engine with over-
drive. Jim still has the V-12, which can be replaced, 
since nothing was altered.  
 

 
1942 Lincoln Zephyr hot rod 

DŀǊŀƎŜ ¢ƻǳǊΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ 

https://www.classicautomotive-inc.com/
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Other old trucks included a 1928 Brockway and a 

1925 Brockway Junior, both unrestored, plus many 
others behind huge Mac trucks of various vintages.  
 

 
1925 Brockway with Cliff Green 

 
Our tour leader, Hank Dubois, had his namesake 

on a Fire truck from the VFD in Dubois, PA. This 
ōŜŀǳǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǊŜƳŀƴΩǎ ōƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
all the accessories. Our resident fire truck collector, 
Joe Freund, gave us a walk around explaining all the 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ aŀŎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά¢ƘŜǊƳƻŘȅƴŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜέ 
that powered these fire trucks from 1953ς66.  

 

 
IŀƴƪΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ 

 
One favorite Jim Walker pointed out was a 1955 

Mac DCR wrecker ς a B model converted to an R. 
This is a very rare truck, according to the owner. 

Many observant V-уΩŜǊǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ IƻǳŘŀƛƭƭŜ 
shocks on a 1964 Mac! This same design floats our 
cars up until 1948. Jim thought these shocks contin-
ǳŜŘ ƻƴ aŀŎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ΨслǎΦ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ 
capabilities, Jim saƛŘ ά¢ƘŜ truck drivers were not 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦέ .ƛƭƭ {ŜƭƭŜȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΗ  

 
 
 
 

 

 
Bill Selley points to shock 

 
We also inspected a 1947 Lincoln Continental 

convertible, a Pierce Arrow sedan, Corvettes, Mus-
tangs, a 1947 Ford Convertible less engine and front 
clip that Jim bought 30 years ago, and others too nu-
merous to mention. This was just a mind-boggling 
display of everything automotive ς including a com-
plete machine shop! 

It was nice to see the nine ladies who came 
along knowing that the viewing was not their favor-
ite thing. Hopefully, they enjoyed the ride in the 
country and the delightful lunch in Marshall at-
tended by 29 souls. 

 

 
Good-natured ladies 

 
Hank Dubois adds: 
 

We were about a half-hour late for our reserva-
tion at FosterΩs Grille, but our looong table (15 seats 
on each side) was still reserved and everyone placed 
their orders as they came in so there wasnΩt a lot of 
waiting for food to be ready. We got very good ser-
vice and it turned out to be a good place for us to 
have lunch. The V-8s got quite a bit of attention  
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 from people walking around outside in the parking 
area. On departing, some, like Jim and Edna Cross, 
drove directly home, some went back via I-66, and 
three of us (Leo Cummings, Dave Skiles, and myself) 
chose the route άless traveledΣέ i.e., Route 55 and 
Route 29. 

Thanks to Jim Walker and his son Brian for host-
ing a memorable outing and for sponsoring an ad in 
the Valve Clatter plus a trophy for our car show! 

 

 
Great turnout! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Ford At The Fairs 
by Dave Gunnarson 
 
The following is a shorter version of my presentation 
at the April NVRG Membership meeting. 
 

As a relatively young Henry Ford explored the 
myriad exhibits at the 1893 Columbian Exhibition 
WorldΩs Fair in Chicago, one left a lasting impression 
which provided a fundamental principle for his later 
successful advertising endeavors. He was fascinated 

APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING PRESENTATION 

by the Daimler exhibit featuring a two-cylinder gaso-
line engine driving a fire pump which lifted water 
over two stories in a dynamic and lively demonstra-
tion of the power of their engine. Not only was Ford 
fascinated with the engine, he noticed this dynamic 
exhibit, compared to the mostly static displays typi-
cal of the era, also drew large crowds eager to ob-
serve the action. Ford realized that dynamic displays 
are a way to attract attention and raise awareness. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ CƻǊŘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ engagements 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
the automaker has his own product to promote. 

In the latter part of the nineteenth century and 
the first part of the twentieth centuryΣ ά²ƻǊƭŘ CŀƛǊǎέ 
ŀƴŘ ά9ȄǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
a time when exquisite buildings were erected to 
ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀπ
ƴƛŜǎΩ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǿŀǊŜǎΦ aŀƴȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ǘƻ 
promote their cultural heritage and whatever else 
countries may want to brag about. The announce-
ment of the Panama Canal project in 1904 started 
the City of San Francisco bid for a WorldΩs Fair timed 
close to the opening of the canal in 1914. The fair 
took on added significance as it helped spur the re-
development of San Francisco after the 1906 earth-
quake. By the time of the Panama-Pacific Exposi-
ǘƛƻƴΩǎ opening, the city was mostly reconstructed 
and, not only was the city ready to receive the antic-
ipated additional shipping traffic the canal promised 
to create, it provided a way to show the world it had 
recovered. Ford was one of many exhibitors in 1915 
and he decided to create a small version of his mov-
ing assembly line as his primary display. 

Among the elaborate exhibits were three pre-
pared by the CƻǊŘ aƻǘƻǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ ! άǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭέ 
exhibit depicting the improved living conditions in 
5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ profit-sharing 
plan was displayed in the Palace of Mines. A Ford-
produced film on improved factory working condi-
tions was shown in the Palace of Education. And in 
the Palace of Transportation, Ford set up its most 
popular exhibitςan assembly line. It was also the 
most popular exhibit at the exposition, receiving the 
three highest awards: Grand Prize, Medal of Honor, 
and Gold Medal. 

Thousands of spectators came daily to watch the 
final assembly of eighteen cars each day. The assem-
bly line, operated by a chain pulling the vehicles over 
a narrow gauge track, started with the rear axle and 
workers proceeded to add to it as it passed through 
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  different stations until the car was complete. After 
the cars were driven off the end of the assembly 
line, spectators could take a ride around the exposi-
tion grounds in the new flivver for a dime. Both 
Henry and Edsel Ford attended the exposition, as did 
the Ford Motor Company Band. Edsel drove a new 
1915 Model T from Detroit to San Francisco over the 
newly opened Lincoln Highway. Henry Ford and 
Thomas Edison arrived in October so see the dis-
plays first-hand. 

 

 
 

A total of 4,338 vehicles, mostly Open Touring 
variety with a handful of Taxi models, all affixed with 
a special commemorative brass plaque indicating 
their place of manufacture. These were sold to fair-
goers, distributed to local dealers with the remain-
der shipped to the Orient. 

The show was an unqualified success and raised 
his profile on the worlds stage. While the success of 
the Model T took Ford to unprecedented heights of 
fame and fortune, the 1920s also included a few 
troubles for Ford and his reputation. His anti-Semitic 
views, the rise in the features of compŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΩ autos 
provided while Ford stuck with the increasingly anti-
ǉǳŀǘŜŘ aƻŘŜƭ ¢Σ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ 
bunk,έ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ created many dis-
tractions. The shutdown of production for the con-
version to the Model A and again in for the V-8 era 
caused large disruptions in the dealer network. 

Such was the case in the early 1930s when the 
ƴŜȄǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿŀǎ 
planned again for Chicago in 1933: The Century of 
tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ 100th anniversary. 
While Ford used a variety of local county fairs, publi-
cations, and other means of promotion in the 1920s 
and early 1930s, especially for the introduction of 
the 1932 V-8s, a distracted Henry Ford was unable 
to focus on the decision to attend in Chicago. When 
the fair organizers gave a final call, Henry was 

interested. One of the rules of WorldΩs Fairs was that 
all exhibits had to be unique, and General Motors 
had already signed on early and included a vehicle 
assembly line. Henry considered this idea to be his 
alone based on the 1915 San Francisco experience, 
and when he heard he could not have an assembly 
line, he adamantly refused to be an exhibitor and 
thus Ford did not attend the 1933 Chicago Century 
of Progress. 

Later in 1933, perhaps recognizing how popular 
the CƘƛŎŀƎƻ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀƛǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ, with almost 
28 million attendees and not a Ford car to be seen 
there, Ford decided to hold an exhibition in Detroit 
called άThirty Years of Progress,έ celebrating the first 
30 years of the Ford Motor Company. This exhibition 
was open to the public free of charge and focused 
on how Ford transformed materials found in nature 
into a modern automobile. Over 1.2 million people 
visited during the short 10-day-long show. Ford de-
cided to move most of the show from Detroit to 
New York City for a 3-week period in December 
1933 which coincided with the unveiling of the 1934 
model year cars. Both exhibitions acknowledged and 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ CƻǊŘΩǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ нΣллл 
supplier companies. Exhibits by Kelsey Hayes 
wheels, Budd, and a host of others featured parts 
being manufactured and then sent to various Ford 
factories for use in the assembly line. 

 

 
 

The Chicago WorldΩs Fair was held over for a sec-
ond year and, with the deadline for participation in 
the 1934, Edsel finally convinced Henry to partici-
pate. Henry went all in. 
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 He wanted the best and biggest exhibit. Ford 
procured a large parcel of land in the fairgrounds 
and created an unparalleled rolled exhibit with mul-
tiple manufacturing exhibits, a history of transporta-
tion and Roads of the World where Fair-goers could 
ride in a new 1934 Ford while viewing recreated seg-
ments of historic roads. 

 

 
Henry and Edsel Ford flank Rufus Dawes, head of the 

Chicago WorldΩs Fair, in Detroit in February 1934. 
 

 
 

Featured exhibits included a rotating globe 
showing where materials from the earth are trans-
formed into car parts. Ford souvenirs included a to-
ken, wood-grained tray, rotunda salt and pepper 
shaker set, and a box of sample minerals. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

While the Chicago Fair was still ongoing, Ford 
launched planning for another impressive exhibit at 
the 1935 California-Pacific International Exhibition in 
San Diego, California, located in Balboa Park. The 
Ford exhibit included a rotunda-like building featur-
ing a large V-8 fountain and roads of the world.  

 

 


