
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
     
  

Sully Car Show ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ ǇŀƎŜ о 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

By Dave Westrate 

¢ƘŜ {ǳƭƭȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƧŀƳ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ 5ŀǾŜ .ƭǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ψоф [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ½ŜǇƘȅǊΣ .ƛƭƭ 
{ƛƳƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ψпф {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ²ŀƎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ψоф {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ²ŀƎƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ 
airplane event called άInnovations In Flightέ at the Air and Space Museum across the street from the Sully car 
show venue. The museum invites about 12 cars to complement the old planes, and they also have United States 
military, law enforcement, and Coast Guard aircraft on display.  
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ Wǳly 2019 

 
I spent about three weeks in Southern Italy in late May and early June. The trip included many enjoyable cultural, 
environmental, and culinary experiences ς as one might expect in that region.  Somewhat unexpectedly, however, 
were some interesting automotive sightings. No, not Ferraris and Lamborghinis (of which I saw a couple). What 
really caught my eye was the number of Fiats (and a couple of Renaults) from the 1960s. I routinely saw vintage 
Fiat 500s ς the original Cinquecento ς from that era. These were definitely not restored cars out for a pleasure 
drive in the country on a Sunday afternoon. They all appeared to be daily driver cars out among the normal 
city/highway traffic. The south of Italy is somewhat poorer than the north of the country, so maybe this is not terri-
bly surprising. Nevertheless, what amazed me was that these antiques are still being used by ordinary people for 
basic, daily transportation. The photo below from downtown Bari, Italy, illustrates the situation and might provide 
a bit of stimulus to get our antiques on the road as well. 

Our next membership meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 9. The Ice Cream Social and Group Participation Game 
presented by Sarah and Dave Gunnarson will appeal to the whole family. I look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Best V-8 wishes to everyone, 

 

John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 NVRG Officers and Terms 2019 Directors and Terms Committee Members 
President ς John Ryan (2019-20) Membership ς Gay Harrington (2018-19) Fairfax Show ς Dave Westrate 

Vice President ς Cliff Green (2018-19) Programs, Refreshments  ς Dave Gunnarson (2019-20) Tours Chair ς Hank Dubois 

Secretary ς Nick Arrington (2019-20) Webmaster, Property ς Ken Burns (2018-19) At-large ς David Skiles 

Treasurer ς Bill Simons (2018-19) Sunshine ς Keith Randall (2019-20) At-large ς Jim LaBaugh 

 Past President ς Joe Freund (2019-20)  

 At-large ς Jim McDaniel (2018-19)  
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 This year featured a Raptor jet fighter and a U.S. 
Marine Corps Osprey, which takes off vertically and 
flies like a traditional plane. We saw them both in 
the air. If you like airplanes, put this on your calen-
dar for next year. 

 

 
 

 
 

Sunday was Sully and, as usual, it was a lovely 
day weather-wise and otherwise. We celebrated Eric 
{ǳƳƴŜǊΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǇŎŀƪŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ±-8 tree 
ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ Day. Jim Gray orches-
trated a new feature of the show with a parade of 
100-year-old cars. Jerry Lunt and I judged Fords, Lin-
Ŏƻƭƴǎ ŀƴŘ aŜǊŎǳǊȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψрлǎ ŀƴŘ ΨслǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƴ 
part of that was that, after the light rain, we had to 
get on the ground to look at front and rear suspen-
sion as well as exhaust systems. All in all, it was a 
very memorable weekend.  

 

See Sully Car Show Part II, page 6 

 
 

 
The 401 Society 
By Cliff Green 

 

Over the years I have been quizzed many times if 
I lived in Salem, VA, because of the license plate top-
per number 401 (proving taxes paid) that matches 
the state tag number 401. This was unique until Bill 
Simons came up with the same combination for his 
1949 Woody. 

 

 
/ƭƛŦŦ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ плм ǘŀƎ 

 

 
.ƛƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴǎΩǎ плм ǘŀƎ 

 

Bill met an older woman who grew up in Salem, 
and quizzed her on the license plate topper. In 1940, 
Salem was just a small town, and the woman felt 
that some town official was able to pull rank to get 
the town plate to match his state tag. This had been 
going on for at least 10 years, from 1940 to 1949. Bill 
did some research and learned that the population 
of Salem in 1940 was 5,737 and in 1950, 6,823. This 
kind of tag and topper matching could take place in a 
town the size of Salem at the time. (Map is from a 
1940 Shell issue.) 

{ǳƭƭȅ /ŀǊ {ƘƻǿΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ 

A NOT-SO-UNIQUE TAG 
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1940 Shell map 

 

Bill found out that, in 1953, Salem annexed 
South Salem and, in 1960, added another track of 
land, thus giving the town a population of over 
16,000. In 1967, the town incorporated as a city to 
avoid being swallowed up by nearby Roanoke. The 
matching of the city tag with state tag probably 
ended in 1953. 

Bill bought his set from a license plate vendor in 
the Sully flea market in about 2003. He called me on 
the cell asking if I minded him having the same tag 
ƴǳƳōŜǊΗ ²ŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀte! 

Bill Selley bought a 1940 Standard Tudor from 
Jack Ports of Charlottesville, VA, and the state and 
town 401 tags came with the car. Upon selling the 
Ford, Bill gave the tags to me. That was in about 
1993. 

The third member of the 401 Society is Ken 
Gross, who sports them on his 1939 Ford Convertible 
Coupe. Unfortunately, the town topper was not 
available. Ken Gross relates how he came by his 401: 
ά²ƘŜƴ L ōƻǳƎƘǘ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ WƛƳ /ƘŜǊǊȅ ƛƴ мфффΣ ƛǘ 
had these plates, but I had to pay extra for them ς I 
am so glad I did. I found the tag topper on eBay. It 
looks especially nice with the black and white 
ǇƭŀǘŜǎΦέ 

Coincidently, members of the 401 Society all hail 
from Massachusetts! Did you know that in MA, li-
ŎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇƭŀǘŜǎέΤ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
tagsΦ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ a!Σ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ άŘƻǿƴ ŎŜƭƭŀǊέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƻ 
the basementΤ άǘŀƪŜ ƻut the rubbishέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
trashΤ ŘǊƛƴƪ άtonicέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ soda ŀƴŘ άŦǊŀǇǇŜǎέ ƛƴπ
stead of milk shakes; and their fried clams include 
the bellies ς not just clam strips! And, it is claimed, 
we talk funny!  

 

 
YŜƴ DǊƻǎǎΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜ ŎƻǳǇŜ плм ǘŀƎ 

 

The VA DMV will not divulge if there are any 
other 401s registered. It would be fun to increase 
ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇƘƻǘƻΗ 

 
 

 
 

 
Don Lombard   June 6, 1944ςApril 30, 2019 
By Ken Burns 
 

 
Don on the 2012 Poker Run 

 
Earlier this month the Board of Directors ap-

proved the purchase of a memorial brick at the Early 
Ford V-у CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ 5ƻƴΩǎ ƴǳπ
merous contributions to our Regional Group. 

 
 

 

IN MEMORIUM 
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Don and I go back a long, long way. Back in 1987, 
the NVRG hosted an Eastern National Meet for the 
first time. The late Charlie Morrison and I were co-
chairmen of the meet and one of my responsibilities 
ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ άǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊέ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘƻǳǊǎ 
to the obvious local DC tourist attractions. Don was 
relatively new to the area and had recently joined 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō όLΩŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦύΣ ǎƻ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ά²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
guy the opportunity to dive in the deep end just like 
L ŘƛŘΚέ 5ƻƴ ŀnd Tina and Helen and I met for lunch 
at the Virginia Grill in Occoquan. During lunch, we 
did the usual chit-chat about where we grew up, 
how we ended up in NoVa, the V-8s we owned, etc. I 
found out that Don was a transplanted Yankee just 
like me, and it turned out we had a lot more in com-
mon, starting with the fact we were both from Mas-
sachusetts. Through plain stupid luck, my sales pitch 
to Don about running the tour portion of our 1987 
ƳŜŜǘ Ŧƛǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ !ǎ 
a matter of fact, Don also ran all aspects of local bus 
ǘƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ b±wDΩǎ нллт ŀƴŘ 2017 Eastern National 
Meets. After retirement, Don became a licensed pro-
fessional tour guide in the District and its environs. 
!ǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƻƴΩǎ мфро /ǳǎπ

tomline Tudor was originally purchased from the 
Ford dealership in Newtonville, MA, just down the 
street from where I went to high school and also 
where I bought my first Woodie (1950 Ford) in 1961. 
We both spent time in the Navy, we both had avia-
tion backgrounds ς Don worked for the FAA, we had 
ties to the Boston Navy yard ς the list goes on and 
on. 

 

 
 

5ƻƴΩǎ Ωро ¢ǳŘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ wƻǳƎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊƻπ
tected by the clear plastic seat covers installed when 
the car was purchased. Somewhere along the line it 
had one repaint. Several years ago, Don had the 
original motor overhauled by Jasper Engines and 
Transmissions and he added an overdrive transmis-
ǎƛƻƴΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΩроΣ 5ƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀ мфрт CƻǊŘ 
Convertible and a 1965 Mustang Fastback. Ads for 
these cars will appear in the Valve Clatter. 

 

 
5ƻƴΩǎ мфро /ǳǎǘƻƳƭƛƴŜ ¢ǳŘƻǊ 

 

Don held numerous position in the NVRG, in-
cluding President, Treasurer, Historian, and Tours 
Chairman. Without a doubt, his greatest and most 
enduring contribution was in the area of club tours. 
Don was the driving force in establishing our robust 
touring program. In 1995, he worked with the AACA 
Shenandoah Region to establish an overnight Me-
morial Fall Tour to Gettysburg, PA. And, in 2002, he 
proposed that the club hold an annual Poker Run. 
Don developed the concept and wrote the rules. He 
was the driving force behind establishing the Poker 
Run as one of our most highly anticipated tours.  

 

 
Don (l.) witƘ WƛƳ [ŀ.ŀǳƎƘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ōǊƛŜŦǎ ǘƘŜ ά¦ǎǳŀƭ  

{ǳǎǇŜŎǘέ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ tƻƪŜǊ wǳƴ 
 

https://www.jasperengines.com/
https://www.jasperengines.com/
http://nvrg.org/VC%20Back%20Isues/VC199510.pdf
http://nvrg.org/VC%20Back%20Isues/VC199510.pdf
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I worked with Don on both of these events until I 
bailed out to take over as Valve Clatter editor in 
2010. Over the years we spent countless hours driv-
ing back roads looking for prospective routes for the 
tours. We took turns: one of us would drive and the 
other would navigate and write down the route di-
rections once we found the right road. It sure be-
came easier once Google Maps came along. Before 
that, we made numerous U-turns when we hit un-
paved roads. We hurtled off the end of the pave-
ment on several occasions when the road unexpect-
edly turned to gravel. We ended up on dead-end 
roads more than once. We chased down places to 
stay and places to eat and sought group discounts 
for attractions with entrance fees. Don was always 
the guy who made the call ahead to confirm our res-
ervations and let an establishment know if we were 
going to be delayed. Helen went with us as we 
planned a trip to Strasburg, PA, to see Amish Coun-
try and the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania. After 
numerous U-turns and stops at countless restau-
rants and hotels looking for just the right place to 
Ŝŀǘ ƻǊ ǎǘŀȅΣ IŜƭŜƴ ǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ά!ǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴ ȅŜǘΚέ 
From then on, that became their greeting to one an-
other. 

 

 
 

During our time together setting up these tours 
we had plenty of opportunity to get to know each 
other on a granular level. We talked about growing 
up in New England, our families, our Navy experi-
ences, our jobs, what we were going to do in retire-
ment and, of course, our V-8s. 

The NVRG lost a lot when Don and Tina moved 
to Plymouth, MA, a few years ago and Don was no 
longer able to actively participate in our activities. 
Having said that, it should also be noted that Don 

still volunteered to remotely organize the tours for 
our 2017 Eastern National and then run them flaw-
lessly once he arrived back here for the meet. 

I truly miss Don as a V-8er and NVRG member 
but, more importantly, I miss him as a friend. 

 
 
 
Sully 2019 Report 
by Jim Gray 
 

Sully 2019 was a major success ς We had nearly 
5000 folks on the field. This was the second largest 
Sully gate ever. Exceeded only by a slightly larger 
gate in 2012. ¢ƘŜ ά/ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ƭŀǎǎέ όŎŀǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ 
100 years old or older) was a huge success, along 
with the parade of vehicles. Both were the brain 
child of Jim Cross. We in the GWC sincerely appreci-
ate all the invaluable help we got this year, as we 
have in the past, in judging. There were 350 cars on 
the field with 159 being evaluated by a crew of 45 
judges. We believe the Sully show to be one of the 
very best in the entire DMV and could not have put 
it on without the help of the NVRG. Some of the club 
members who won trophies were Clem Clement, 
Keith Randall, Jim Larson, Jim McDaniel, and Leo 
Cummings. Thanks to all who helped with judging. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SULLY CAR SHOW, PART II 


