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Sully Plantation
Car Show Weekend

By Dave Westrate
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airplane event calledinnovations IrFighte at the Air and Space Museum across the street from the Sully ce
show venue. The museum invites about 12 cars to complement the old planes, and they also have Unitec
military, law enforcement, and Coast Guard aircraft on display.
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Up Front with the President
July 2019
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| spent about three weeks in Southern Italy in late May and early June. The trip included many enjoyable cu
environmental, and culinary experie@sc as one might expect in that region. Somewhat unexpectedly, howe\
were some interesting automoté sightings. No, not Ferraris and Lamborghinis (of which | saw a couple). Wh
really caught my eye was the number of Fiats (and a couple of Rerfanitsihe 1960s. | routinely saw vintage
Fiat 500g; the originalCinquecentq from that era. These werdefinitely not restored cars out for a pleasure
drive in the country on a Sunday afternoon. They all appeared to be daily driver cars out amongtlaé no
city/highway traffic. The south of Italy is somewhat poorer than the north of the country, so ntlighe not terri-
bly surprising. Nevertheless, what amazed me was that these antiques are still being used by ordinary peof
basic, daily transpdation. The photo below from downtown Bari, Italy, illustrates the situation and might prov
a bit of dimulus to get our antiques on the road as well.

Our next membership meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 9. The Ice Cream Social and Groupi®adaipat
presented by Sarah and Dave Gunnarson will appeal to the whole family. | look forward toyseethgre.

Best V8 wishes to everyone

John

2019 NVRG Officers and Terms | 2019Directorsand Terms Canmittee Members

President; John Ryaif201920) Membershipg Gay Harringtorf2018-19) Fairfax Showg Dave Westrate
Vice Presiden, Cliff Green(2018-19) ProgramsRefreshmentsg Dave Gunnarso(2019320) Tours Chaig Hank Dubois
Secretary Nick Arrington(2019-20) Webmaster Propertyc Ken Burng2018-19) At-largeq David Skiles

Treasurer, Bill Simong$2018-19) Sunshine; Keith Randal201920) At-largeq Jim LaBaugh

Past President JoeFreund(201920)
At-largeq Jim McDanie(2018-19)
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This year featured a Raptor jet fighter and a U.
Marine Corps Osprewhich takes off vertically and
flies like a traditional plane. We saw them both in
the air. If you like airplanes, put this on your calen-
dar for next year.

Sunday was Sully and, as usual, it was a lovel
day weatherwise and otherwise. We celebrated Er
{ dzYy SNDa o0ANIKRI & g8tigek
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trated a new feature of the show with a parade of
100-yearold cars. Jerry Lunt and | judged Fords, LI
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part of that was that, after the light rain, we had to
get on the ground to lookt front and rear suspen-
sion as well as exhaust systems. All in all, it was a
very memorable weekend.

See Sully Car Show Part Il, page 6

A NOTSOUNIQUE TAG

The 401 Society
By CIiff Green

Over the years | have been quizzed many time
I lived in Salem, VA, becausettud license plate top-
per number 401 (proving taxes paid) that matches
the statetag number 401. This was unique until Bill
Simons came up with the same combination for his
1949 Woody.
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Bill met an older woran who grew up in Salem,
and quizzed her on the license plate topperl 840,
Salem was just a small town, and the woman felt
that some town official was able to pull rank to get
the town plate to match his state tag. This had bee
going on for at least@ years, from 1940 to 1949. Bi
did some research and learned that thegulation
of Salem in 1940 was 5,737 and in 1950, 6,823. Tl
kind of tag and topper matching could take place ir
town the size of Salem at the time. (Map is from a
1940 Shell issug

~ 3~

Valve Clatter

July 208




4| 1240 “"Y :4 e o/
C/s p “J

i
N o "’/,:@
,kTqQa(a ; P )al«vllle q(‘

sville /™~ ” d Ho T'OU'Y ' Momvalel
J V‘Y' ‘k ollig €

> 'Acu:rv

1940 Shell map

Bill found out that, in 1953, Salem annexed
South @lem and, in 1960, added another track of
land, thus giving the town a population of over
16,000. In 1967, the town incorporated as a city to
avoid being swallowed up by nearby Roamokhe

matching of the city tag with state tag probably = | T
ended in 1953. YSY DNRaaQa O2YyOJSNIUAO

Bill bought his set from a license plate vendor ii TheVA DMV will not divulge if there are any
the Sully flea market in about 2003. He called me ¢ a1 4015 registered. It would be fun to increase
the cell asking if | minded him having the same tac  § k & (20A8(G28Q4 YSY0SNAK,
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Bill Selley bought a 1940 Standard Tudor from
Jack Ports of Charlottgille, VA, and the state and
town 401 tags came with the car. Upon selling the
Ford, Bill gave the tags to me. That was in about Don Lombard June 6, 1944April 30, 20D

1993. ) o By Ken Burns
The third member of the 401 Society is Ken

Gross, who sports them on his 1939 Ford Convertil
Coupe. Unfortunately, theown topper was not
available. Ken Gross relates how he came by his 4
G2 KSy L 062daAK0G Y& OF NJ -
had these plates, but | had to pay extra for therh
am soglad | did. | found the tag topper on eBay. It
looks especially nice wvhitthe black and white
LI I 6§ Saoé

Coincidently, members of the 401 Society all h
from Massachusetts! Did you know that in MA, li-
OSyaSa IINBX OFffSR &L I

tagsp ' faz Ay al!z ez2dz 32 Dononthe2012PokerRun

the basemenT & (uttleSutbBé Ay ad St

trashT R NaRigE | Ad/ & sodal RR2 & T NI Earlier this month thdoard of Directors ap-
stead ofmilk shakesand their fried clams include proved the purchase of a memorial brick at the Ea
the belliesc not just clam strips! And, it idaimed, Fordy C2dzyRIFGA2Y adzi$Sdzy
wetalk funny! merous contributions to our Regional Group.
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THIS CERTIFICATE ACKNOWLEDGES THE PURCHASE OF A BRICK BY

EARLY FORD V-8 CLUB RG #96

An Engraved Brick has been rescryed for you.
The following message will be cngraved on your brick:

W

IN MEMORY OF
DON LOMBARD
NO. VIRGINIA RG 96
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Don and I go backlang, long way. Back in 198"
the NVRG hosted an Eastern Nation&dvifor the
first time. The late Charlie Morrison and | were co
chairmen of the meet and one of my responsibilitie
gl a (2 FTAYR | a@2tdzydsS:
to the obvious loal DC tourist attractions. Don was
relatively new to the area and darecently joined
GKS Ofdzo oLQR 2yfté& 06SS
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guy the opportunity to dive in the deep end just like
L RA R KdTina &g Helen and | met for lunch
at the Virginia Grill in Occogn. During lunch, we
did the usual chithat about where we grew up,
how we ended up in NoVa, the8s we owned, etc. |
found out that Don was a transplanted Yankee jus
like me, and iteirned out we had a lot more in com-
mon, starting with the fact we werboth from Mas-
sachusetts. Through plain stupid luck, my sales pit
to Don about running the tour portion of our 1987
YSSG FAOG LISNFSOGte oAl
a matter of fact, Don also ran all aspects of local bt
0 2dz2NB T2 N b 204TEQsierniNational |
Meets. After retirement, Don became a licensed pi
fessional tour guide in the District and its environs.
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tomline Tudor vas originally purchased from the
Ford dealership in Newtonville, MAust down the
street from where | went to high school and also
where | bought my first Woodie (1950 Ford) in 196
We both spent time in the Navy, we both had avia-
tion backgroundg Don worked for the FAA, we had
ties to the Boston Navy yauithe list gaes on and
on.
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tected by the clear plastic seat covers installed wh
the car was purchased. Somewhere along the line
had one repaint. Seeral years ago, Don had the
original motor overhauled byasper Engines and
Transmissionand he added an overdrive transmis-
aA2y® . SaiARSa GKS Qpo=z
Convertible and a 1965 Mustang Ezeck. Ads for
these cars will appear in the Valve Clatter.
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Don held numerous position in the NVRG, in-
cluding President, Treasurer, Historian, and Tours
Chairman. Without a doubt, his greatest and most
enduring contributiorwas in the area of club tours.
Don was the driving force in establishing our robus
touring program. In 1995, he worked with the AAC,
Shenandoah Region to establish an overnidbt
morial Fall Tar to Gettysburg, PAANd, in 2002, he
proposed that the club hold an annual Poker Run.
Dondeveloped the concept and wrote the rules. He
was the driving force behind establishing the Poke
Run as one of our most highly anticipated tours.
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| worked with Don on both of these events unti
bailed out to take over agalve Clatteeditor in
2010. Over the years we spent countless hours dri
ing back roads looking for prospective routes for tr
tours. We took turns: one of us would drive and the
other would navigate and write down the route di-
rections once we found the right road.dtire be-
came easier once Google Maps came along. Befo
that, we made numerous{lrns when we hit un-
paved roads. We hurtled off the end of the pave-
ment on several arasions when the road unexpect
edly turned to gravel. We ended up on deandd
roads more tlan once. We chased down places to
stay and places to eat and sought group discounts
for attractions with entrance fees. Don was always
the guy who made the call aheaal confirm our res-
ervations and let an establishment know if we wert
going to be delayeddelen went with us as we
planned a trip taStrasburgPA, to see Amish Coun-
try and the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania. Afte
numerous Uturns and stops at countlessstau-
rants and hotels looking for just the right place to
SdG 2NJ adl ez Sl $iSS K I Gden|
From then on, that became their greeting to one ai
other.

During our time together setting up these tours
we had plenty of opportunity to gdab know each
other on a granular level. We talked about growinc
up in NewEngland, our families, our Navy experi-
ences, our jobs, what we were going to do in retire
ment and, of course, our-8s.

The NVRG lost a lot when Don and Tina move
to Plymouth, MAa few years ago and Don was no
longer able to actively participate in ouctavities.
Having said that, it should also be noted that Don

still volunteered to remotely organize the tours for
our 2017 Eastern National and then run them flaw-:
lessly once he ainred back here for the meet.

| truly miss Don as a8&r and NVRG member
but, more importantly, | miss him as a friend.

SULLY CAR SHOW, PART I

Sully 2019 Report
by Jim Gray

Sully 2019 was major success, We had nearly
5000 folks on the field. This was the second larges
Suly gateever. Exceeded only by a slightly larger
gate in2012¢ KS dé SytidaANa ¢ o Ol
100 years old or older) was a huge succakmg
with the parade of vehicles. Both were the brain
child of Jim Cross. We in the GWC sincerely appre
ate dl the invaluable help we got this year, as we
have in the past, in judginghere were 350 cars on
the field with 159 being evaluated by a crew of 45
judges. We believe the Surowto be one of the
very best in the entire DMV and could not have pu
it on without the help of the NVRG. Some of the cli
members who won trophiesiere Clem Clement,
Keith Randall, Jim Larson, Jim McDaaiadl Leo
CummingsThanks to avho helped with judging
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