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By Hank Dubois

By the time the January meeting was scheduled to start, it was pretty clear that NVRGers were looking fc
to something special, since therewas standiiB 2 Y 2yt & Ay GKS YSSiAy3 NP
GKS LINBINIY FT2NJ GKS S@OSyAy3az | Y2ald AYyGSNBaldaAy:
crosscountry trips last summer in his 1917 Meidr.
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Since President Ryan is off in Egypt, | have the responsibility of providindBS$EAGHis month.

| wonder how many of you recognize whatur Board of Directors accomplish on the last Tuesday of
every month The 13 memberBsted on the bottom of this pageeet at theRedHot & Blue in Fairfax and
direct the operation of tis club. We conductbusinesghererather than take ugime at generalmember-
ship meetingsVery few items require response awrote from thetroops¢ only the nomination of officers
and changes in the bgws(which ae coming up). All planningfor activitiessuch aghe poker run,garage
tours, annualpicnic car showand holiday partyis generated by this groupmportant matters, such as the
yearly budjet and financial report are promulgated in the Valve Cladrevents have run smoothly be-
cause ofall thisbehindthe-scenes workMany hours are spdrio make this clubbunction¢ much of itwork
donewithout proper recognitionSo, if you had a good time at a functjdimankthe board member respon-
sible Ana ! i(bdylgh NI ¢ 3I2Sa& | f2y3 gl &H

A few statistics on ourrmual @lendar project140 calendars were prted at a cost of $4.90 eacB4
issues were comiphentary to sponsors of our car show trophies, newsletter advertjsard guest speak-
ers, the free adn the V8 Tmesgenerated 14 sale®ur net profit from sales was $732.¢Rwas disap-
pointed athow many of our members did not support this fuaging projecy, 8 of you ordered multiple
copies.

Now is the time to do your tunap! The distributor needattention. As the fiber rubbing block wears
down on the cam, the ignition becomes nearetarded The car likes to start retarded (like thodel A) but
needs advance to perfornif you have driven your car more thaid90;5,000 miles, it should be tunedind
R2y Qi F2NBSGO G2 2Af GKFG FNRBY(G o0dzaKAYy3a 2y LINBgI N

You opportunity to exerése you Ford will be the trip down to th&lationalMuseumof the Marine
Corpsin Triangle It has been remodeled considerabiy/e wil drive down oldcarfriendly Routel. After-
wards, lunch in Occoquaee inside fofurther info.

VP Green

2020 NVRG Officers and Terms | 2020Directorsand Terms Committee Members
President; John Ryaii2020¢21) Membershipg Gay Harringtorf2020¢21) Fairfax Showg Dave Westrate
Vice Presideng, Cliff Green(2020;21) ProgramsRefreshmentsg Dave Gunnarso(2020;21) Tours Chaig Hank Dubois
Secretany Nick Arrington(2020¢21) Webmaster Propertyq Ken Burng2020521) At-largeq David Skiles
Treasurer, Bill Simon$2020¢21) Sunshine; Keith Randal2020;21) At-large ¢ Jim LaBaugh
At-large¢ Jim McDanie{2020¢21)
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President Ryan opened the meeting with the
Pledge of Allegiance and a couple of announceme
and then turned thdloor over to board members
who provided updates on club matters and activitie
The 50/50 drawing was next, with the winning men
ber graciously donating his winnings to the club
treasury¢ thank you! Members then headed to the
refreshment area where thewere treated to cake
with ice cream and soft drinks provided by ClIiff
Green. After enjoying these treats, members made
their way back to the meeting room for the even-
Ay3aQa YdzOK FyaGAOALN GSR

At our February 2018 meeting, Thetan, after
presenting avery informative program on stainless
steel repair and restoration, told us about a very
original 1917 Model T Touring he had recently pur-
OKIaSR FyR KAa LIXIlya G
special 3eday Ocean to Ocean Tour scheduled for
June 18July B, 2019. This tour, from Tarrytown,
New York, to Seattle, Viishington was to be a rerun
2T GKS /fdzoQ&d Hnnd hOSI

memorated and reran the original Ocean to Ocean
Endurance Contest of 1909 that was won by a 19C
Model T.

That cawent from New York City to Seattle in
23 days but was disqualified 5 months later when i
was learned that its engine had been replaced alol
the route. This was a violation of the contest rules
but, by then, Henry Ford had taken full advantage
0KS ¢aaiizy LINPY23GS GKS YS
as they say, the rest is history!

lf 0K2dAK ¢KSIlFyQa ¢ ¢
original condition, it was, after all, over 100 years ¢

and would require some serious attention if it was
expected toparticipae in and complete the tour.
Thetan said that, although he had two years to pre
LI NB GKS OFNE KA& GNBI
much of the work on the T was done in the two
weeks before the start of the tour! He wanted his T
to be historically arrect, © any repairs or modifica-
GA2ya YIRS G2 G4KS OF NJ |
NA2RZ¢ gKAOK YSIEyd GKI i
ing, ignition upgrades, demountable rims, etc.,
GSNBEYy Qi S@Sy O2yaARSNEBI

An Amish craftsman in Ohio was selectedde r
buildthS ¢ Qa 2NARIAYIE 622R
stead of just applying a clear finish to them, Thetar
stained them first with a grey stain to get the right
patina before applying the finish.

Some of the other things that were done to
make the Tour ready irtluded:

1 Installing a perioetorrect Ruckstell rear end to
LINEGARS 'y AYUSNNSRAL
two forward speeds. This intermediate gear
would be particularly useful on long, moderate
KAttt OftAYoa oKSNB (KS
its high gar causes the engine to lug down. Th
Ruckstell also provides granny low and granny
reverse gearings which are useful for parking c
moving the car around in tight spaces.

1 Installing perioecorrect external drum Rocky
Mountain Brakes to theear of the cato greatly
AYLINR @S dzll2y GKS ¢Qa
mission brake. This maodification is pretty much
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mandatory for safe driving in hilly and mountait
ous areas.

I Fabricating and installing a peri@rrect sup-
LX SYSy Gl t datdedttendattyesS ¢
front axle, which greatly strengthens the front
SYR yR LINB@SyiGa al Ef
Y2y LINRoO6tSY GgAGK S| NI
wishbone was attached only to the top of the
axle. Like the Rocky Mountain Brakes, this mo
fication is prettymuch mandatory for safe driv-
ing, especially if rough roads or potholes are el
countered.Thetan managed to get a couple of
steel splinters in his right eye while doing this
and, while he was able to remove one of them
with a piece of paper, hbad to get pofessional

help to remove the rest!

1 Rewiring the car with periodorrect cloth

wrapped wire and rebuilding the head and tall

lights.

1 Installing an original top which a T owner frienc
had replaced with a new one. The top was con
plete with sde curtainsand fit and looked right
Fd K2YS 2y ¢KSOlFyQa ¢
GtS GSYRSNWE

Of course, the engine and transmission had to
be rebuilt, and that job was handled by a friend an
aOt KSNar2yYy /2fftS83S Ot a:
happens to be a Mdel T expert. The engine was de
livered, installed and ready for bredk about a
week before the start of the tour. The engine was
started and run for about 45 minutes when it locke
dzLH ¢ KSiGlFyQa AyAGAFE NJ
toastbut hisfieR &t ARX dab2 LINE
KSNJ 022f R2é6y | yR GKSYy
and, after running for 3 %2 hours, it was running jus
fine and not overheating.

¢tKS ySEG GKAyYy3 G2 RSI
T driving ability, si®@S K S QR lyydrs/éhSmel A
O2dzLJX S 2F FNASYRaA 3l @S
driving tips and, by the start of the tour, he had six
hours or so of driving experience under his belt! Hi
friend, Greg, agreed to accompany him on the toul
drive the Tat the beginningf the tour, especially
around the NYC area, and share the-tlaylay driv-
ing on the tour.

Another friend, Neil, with a truck and trailer, vo
unteered to take the car to the tour starting point ir
Tarrytown, NY, on June 15, and then acpamy the
tour, thus providing a backup plan for Thetan in ca
of breakdown as well as transport back home whe
the tour was over. The trailer was well provisioned
with spare parts and suppliesd Y2 a i S@St
OSLJi | &Ll NB Sy 3A yESeryé |
thing wentaccording to plan until the tour reached
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Goodland, KS, in the northwest part of the state,
when Neil was called home due to a family emer-
gency. Left without his backup, Thetan selected
those spare parts and supplies that he would mosi
likely need and couldarry in the T and hoped for
the best!

After filling us in on all the preparations that
were made, Thetan showed us about 80 pictures
(with quite a few selfies showing his ever lengthen
ing red beard) that he took during the @y tour
and gave us an intesting and entertaining descrip-
tion of some of the events and situations that oc-
curred along the way. Among these were

9 Driving the T into Manhattan early Sunday
morning at the start of the tour before heading
across New York State.

1 Driving in heavy rain in Ohio, which really put
the old original top to the test and required co-
pious amounts of blue masking tape on the
sAYRAKASEt RQa asStyvyao

1 Preparing hot meals using an accessory Mode
exhaust nanifold cooker. Tétan said the ex-
haust manifold next to the no. 4 cylinder was tt
hottest, so regular stops were necessary to stit
GKS 0221SNRa O2yiSyia

prepared included chicken parmesan, meat ba
subs, and barbeque ribs.

1 3-day stop in Dewit and Dearborn, M, to visit
Ford sites like the Piquette Avenue Plant, birth
place of the Model T; to make needed repairs;
do laundry; etc.

1 Gathering of all 30 tour participants in Good-
land, KS, at the spot commemorating the only
place on the originaCoast to Coast Endurance
Contest of 1909 where all five participating car
were photographed together. The 55 partici-
pants on the 2009 Model T Ocean to Ocean Ci
tennial Tour also gathered there.

1 Overnight stay at the vintage Virginiaotdl in
Medicine Bw, WY, where \8ers also stayed

~5~
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during the Early Ford-8 Grand Tour across
America in June 2013.

1 Visiting the monument near Twin Falls, ID,
YSY2NI GAYy3 9@St YyYyA
to jump the milewide Snake River Canyon
rocketpowered cyte.

con
S¢
ina

1 Driving on some poorly maintained remnants ¢
the old Lincoln Highway in Idaho and Washing

ton.

1 Having a 2&omething couple on the tour in a
WHe ¢ {SRIYy G6AGK H
diaper change stops!

1 Visiting Seattle, Washington, tour stination

g2

sites like the Space Needle, City Center Fount:

and Bubble Gum Wall.

4

h¥ GKS on ¢Qa GKFG aid
FAYAAKSR® ¢KSGFy O2YYSH
FIAESR (2 TAYAAK KR €a
GSNBY QiU G NMEBSQAE 22 NIRASY H f
probably contributed to their demise! He also em-
phasized that daily maintenance of the cars was ci
ical to their reliable performance, and tour partici-
pants were scrupulously careful toextk their cars
every morning before éading out and to monitor
and adjust gas/water/oil levels throughout the day.
¢2dzNJ LI NIAOALI yia RNRQJ!
through 11 states, driving on twiane paved sec-
ondary roads most of the time. Averageising
speed was 3638 MPH, occasiollig going up to 45
MPH with downhill speeds up to §85 MPH. Tour
cars generally travelled in groups of five that were
spread out to accommodate passing by modern ve
hicles. Daily mileage logged varied from 75 to 225
miles depending on road conditions ariciny late
day activities were on the agenda. Overnight acco
modations were prearranged at local hotels and
motels, and food was obtained on the road primatri
at local restaurants, with individual variations like
food prepared in exhaust manifold cookeas previ-
ously described.

Upon completion of the tour and with the loss ¢
his backup plan, Thetan had to decide what to do
next: have his T shipped back to Virginia or press
and drive it back to Virginia. He deciti® drive
back and to team up with fellow tour participant
from Florida, who was also willing to drive home.
¢ Kdza KSQR KI @S I (NI @SiH
share of the trip. Unlike the trip west though, the
trip east would be on a significantly tightbudget
with primitive camping mostights instead of hotels
and economical eating instead of restaurants. The
other guy had GPS capability and volunteered to
lead the way on back roads from Seattle to Rt. 10
the Pacific Highway, in northwest Oregomit,Bvhat
seemed like a good plan, inediately fell apart on
Day One, as the two travelers found themselves o
or in a flooded woodland trail in Oregon.
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and visiting with some léct  a 2 R &rid thénQ S
OKNRAGSYAy3a GKSANI ¢Qa

To add to this quandary, the other guy stalled
¢Qa Y202 NI -praprattie (o gvoid | |
getting his feet in the mud and water), he climbed
out onto the front of the car and cranked the motor
back to life! They were able to turn@und and fird
another route but managed to get lost again that
day on a logging road before finally making their w
to Rt. 101.

A visit to Redwood National Park near Klamatt
California, where Thetan was able to drive his T
G§KNRdAK | NBRg22R aidzy
this part of the trip.

¢tKS (g2 ¢Qa GKSY KSIF
Oregon into California, but not before meeting up
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