
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ά{Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝƭƭέ event was open to anything of interest, not particularly auto-related. This 
produced a large variety of unusual stuff. All friendly greetings were accomplished by touching elbows 
and later by vigorous handwashing! No coughing allowed! 
     

 

Show & Tell ŎƻƴǘΩŘΦ ǇŀƎŜ о 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ April 2020 
 
I hope this issue of the Valve Clatter finds you and your family and friends in good health, successfully avoiding 

the COVID-19 virus. The virus, now declared a worldwide pandemic, has not only put our health at risk, but has 
also, at least in the near term, greatly altered our normal way of life.  

Your NVRG Board of Directors has canceled all NVRG events for the foreseeable future. We will restart our ac-
tivities only when local and national health authorities advise that it is safe to do so. This is an unfortunate neces-
sity. It is especially disappointing, after waiting all winter to get out the early V-8s, to be at the beginning of the 
driving season and have to stand down our NVRG events. 

The only exception to the cancellation policy is the meeting of the Board of Directors on the last Tuesday of 
the month. This meeting is being held as a conference call. All members are welcome to participate in board meet-
ings. Please contact me for instructions on joining the conference call. 

Undoubtedly, all of us have been practicing άself-ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ 
and to avoid passing it on to others. This offers us lots of time to do things we have been putting off, such as ready-
ing the car for the summer touring season; or cleaning and organizing the garage; or binge-watching some favorite 
TV programs or all the old stuff recorded on our DVRs. Or maybe, as a last resort, do yard work. MŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 
higher priorities, like consuming your remaining hearty winter beer to make room for the lighter, warm-weather 
brews. 
aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ άŎƻǊƻƴŀ ǘƛƳŜέ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ CƻǊŘ ±-8 (or your 4, 6, or V-12) to accomplish a restoration 

project, to develop a new tech tip, or uncover some historical V-8 story. If so, consider writing up an article for the 
Valve Clatter. Submit your article to the appropriate VC content coordinator listed in the VC. They can help with 
editing and formatting for publication. 

Regardless of how you spend this unexpected surplus time, the COVID-19 virus will eventually dissipate. When 
that happens, there will be plenty of time for NVRG events, touring, and hanging out with your V-8 (and 4, 6 and 
12-cylinder) friends. There is always an upside to a downside. 

 
Stay safe, 

 

John 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 NVRG Officers and Terms 2020 Directors and Terms Committee Members 
President ς John Ryan (2020ς21) Membership ς Gay Harrington (2020ς21) Fairfax Show ς Dave Westrate 

Vice President ς Cliff Green (2020ς21) Programs, Refreshments  ς Dave Gunnarson (2020ς21) Tours Chair ς Hank Dubois 

Secretary ς Nick Arrington (2020ς21) Webmaster, Property ς Ken Burns (2020ς21) At-large ς David Skiles 

Treasurer ς Bill Simons (2020ς21) Sunshine ς Keith Randall (2020ς21) At-large ς Jim LaBaugh 

 At-large ς Jim McDaniel (2020ς21)  
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New Member Bob Kuhn showed slides of Ger-
man guns that his dad (2nd Lt., 101st Airborne) 
brought back from Europe after WWII. He discov-
ered them in a box after his father died! 

Dave Henderson brought his collection of Sears 
automotive cans and boxes that totaled over two 
dozen items! Once upon a time, you could take your 
container to Sears and buy bulk oil at $.19 a quart! 
Also of interest was his 1943 Sears catalog that listed 
many of the items on display. 

 

 
 

Hank Dubois, forever working on collecting parts 
to control his proposed installation of a Columbia 
ǊŜŀǊ ŀȄƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ΩорΣ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦ 
When a Columbia was taken off a junked car, the 
controls were not usually included. Hank, through 
info from Ford Barn and the V8 Times, found that us-
ing a Ford truck fuel tank selector valve for control-
ling the vacuum, a model A brake light switch for set-
ting the valve, and a Ford truck adaptor for shifting 
the speeŘƻƳŜǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜΗ 

 

 

Dave Gunnarson, on his family travels out west 
in Great Basin National Park, came across a road sign 
ά¦ 5ƛƎ Cƻǎǎƛƭǎ.έ IŜ ǎƘƻǿed us a series of slides about 
this 20-ƳƛƭŜ ǎƛŘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ά¢I9 tƛŜŎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
parking lot was discovered after digging around for 
an hour elsewhere.  

Dave also revealed a real gem for his 1935 big 
truck. The side rear view mirror arm is a long version 
of the pickup hinge pin variant and is painted black. 
He displayed a NOS chrome version that is very rare!  
Who put a chrome accessory piece on a work truck? 

 

 
 

Clem Clement came with his usual bag of tricks! His 
first item required the assistance of Gay Harrington 
to demonstrate ς a long bamboo tube that con-
tained rice ς that, when tipped up produced a sound 
exactly like torrential rain! (See photo on next page.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Show & TellΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘ. 
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/ƭŜƳΩǎ second need-to-have device was a gas-pow-
ŜǊŜŘ ōƭŜƴŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀƛƭDŀǘƻǊέ ς perfect for par-
ties at Hershey. And his last item was a pink, three-
foot wrench that adjusted truck shock absorbers!  

 

 
 
Ken Burns brought a license plate ς but not just 

any old license plate. He asked if anyone had ever 
lived in a place where you went to the local hard-
ware store to have your license plate made. Ken said 
that when he was assigned duty at the NATO head-
quarters in Oeiras, Portugal, he was allowed to im-
port his 1970 VW Bug duty-free. He then went 

through the process of getting it registered and li-
censed. Once the paper work was completed, he 
ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ license plates. 
He was told to go to a local hardware store where he 
could have them made! The plate was made out of 
black plastic. The letters/numerals are attached 
from the back by rivets.  

 

 
 
Cliff Green showed his airplane radiator cap 

circa 1930s. This cast high wing model had side win-
dows that were lit by a 6-volt bulb and a prop that 
spun. Other aviation-themed radiator caps were 
shown via the computer. Cliff also brought a toy sub-
ƳŀǊƛƴŜΣ ŎƛǊŎŀ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΨрлǎΣ ƛƴ absolute mint condition 
with working wind-up motor. The sub would sub-
merge under power and then surface. He had the 
exact toy when a kid! 

 

 
 
Cliff presented one other device. It allowed car 

owners to put sand in trunk-mounted containers 
and spray it on slippery/snow covered roads. Note 
the name: D Skidder! 
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Mike Prater showed a very unusual glass jug 

with three cone-shaped holes around the sides. The 
audience correctly guessed that it was a mouse trap. 
The top of the jug had a lid that opened to allow 
food to be inserted and the rodent would enter and 
then be unable to exit. 

 

 
 
Nick ArringtonΣ άMr. Snake  Oil,έ displayed a de-

vice called D-Skidder that dispersed sand  in front of 
vehicle tires to provide traction in slippery condi-
tions. All the necessary equipment to do this was 
contained in the original box with instructions. A 
large tin container full of sand would be mounted in 
the trunk of the car/truck. A cable from the dash 
would open the valve and allow arrogate to flow via 
rubber tubes to drop in front of the rear tires.  

Nick also showed a piston fashioned into garage 
art ς the item was polished, cut in half, and fash-
ioned into a face with die grinder and whiz wheel. 

 

 
 

Keith Randall, in order to keep cool while touring 
last summer, displayed two of the fans that he used. 
One was a 6-volt that he restored and the other a 
modern device that was powered by a 12-volt 
άōǊƛŎƪ.έ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǊ one was purchased at Bed, Bath 
& Beyond for $20, clamped anywhere (glove box 
door) and rotated! (No photo available.) 

Steve Groves restored 49-53 transmissions and 
overdrives and showed devices that he fabricated to 
facilitate the work. Also, he recommended using a 
large socket as a tap when replacing the dust cap on 
the front wheel bearing. (No photo available.) 

Bill Simons shared the following story with the 
group gathered: 

My great-grandmother, as a popular hobby for 
teenagers around 1900, would write personal letters 
to famous people at the time and ask for their auto-
graph. Most would generously reply sending a slip of 
paper with their autograph on it and sometimes 
they would write a brief note with their signature at 
the bottom and a date. My great-grandmother 
would preserve these signatures in a small book. 
Some of the signatures are quite interesting: Thomas 
Edison, Sinclair Lewis, Julia Howe, Wm. J. Bryant, 
Herbert Hoover, Admiral Perry, Wm. H Taft, Wind-
row Wilson!! Unfortunately, ŀǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
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any autographs of Honus Wagner, Ty Cobb, or Babe 
Ruth! 

 

 
 

Leo Cummings regaled the group about his dis-
covery of a cache of NOS Ford parts in Little Wash-
ington, VA, in 1981. At the time, the building was an 
operating garage with a sales counter. Leo was able 
to visit the upper level where he found an abun-
dance of Ford parts. He purchased an F-100 tailgate, 
NOS 21 stud heads, NOS generators, parts manuals, 
and other goodies. He displayed a NOS cowl vent as 
evidence. 

 

 

Owen Beeder passed out brochures while de-
scribing his touring of English museums. 

 

 
 

The Show & Tell program continues to be one of 
the most popular of the year!  Thanks to all who par-
ticipated. 
=========================================== 

 

 


