
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
President’s Message   Page 2 
New Member Welcome Page 5 
In Memoriam   Page 5 
Of Interest…   Page 6 
Out and About  Page 11 
Tech Tip   Page 15  
Automart    Page 18 
Events Calendar    Page 20 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

December 2022 Christmas Party: 
Because we do stuff! 
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President’s Message January 2023 
 

Happy New Year to all NVRG members, both near and far! 
 
I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season. I especially hope those members travelling during the holi-

days had safe and uninterrupted journeys. 
Forty NVRGers celebrated the holidays and toasted the new year at our traditional Holiday Party on Saturday 

December 10th. It was delightful to see so many of our NVRG family in one place with great camaraderie and holi-
day merrymaking. Read all about it in this issue. 

In the midst of our holiday celebrations, however, we also experienced sadness. With much sadness, I mourn 
the passing of Steve Groves, our dear friend and fellow V-8er. He epitomized the V-8 spirit in his devotion to the 
hobby and his generosity in assisting fellow V-8ers with their projects. He will be missed. An article by Bill Simons 
in this issue reflects on Steve’s legacy. 

A gentle reminder: “dues are due for ’23.” Renew your membership by sending a check to our membership 
chair Gay Harrington – refer to the notice in this issue for details. A one-year renewal is $25 but many members 
prefer the convenience of renewing for several years at a time. Also, membership in the National Early Ford V-8 
Club is required for NVRG membership. 

A few copies of our exceptional 2023 calendar are still available. If you want additional copies, they are availa-
ble at $17 each, including postage. Please contact Cliff Green. 

This month marks the much anticipated return to In-person membership meetings – after nearly 3 years. Since 
our traditional location, Nottoway House, remains unavailable, we will be meeting at the Green Acres Center in 
Fairfax City on January 10th – our traditional second Tuesday – at 7:30 PM. Details on the new venue, its location 
and the meeting program are in this issue. I encourage everyone to attend and participate. 

In short, the January program is a member show-and-tell. Every attendee has the chance to show and describe 
an interesting item, car related or not. I look forward to seeing you in person at the meeting. 

 
Best V-8 regards, 
 

John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

2022 NVRG Officers and Terms 2022 Directors and Terms Committee Members 
President – John Ryan (2021 & 22) Membership – Gay Harrington (2022 & 23) Fairfax Show – Dave Westrate 

Vice President – Cliff Green (2022 & 23) Programs, Refreshments  – Dave Gunnarson (2021 & 22) Tours Chair – Hank Dubois 

Secretary – Nick Arrington (2021 & 22) Webmaster – Ken Burns (2022 & 23) Property – David Skiles 

Treasurer – Bill Simons (2022 & 23) Sunshine – Keith Randall (2021 & 22) At-large – Jim LaBaugh 

 Past President – Joe Freund (2021 & 22)  
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mailto:gunnarson@verizon.net
mailto:handcdubois@verizon.net
mailto:nta1153@verizon.net
mailto:helenandken@verizon.net
mailto:davidaskiles@verizon.net
mailto:bsimons@rustinsurance.com
mailto:klr8217@aol.com
mailto:jlabaugh@verizon.net
mailto:joefreund@verizon.net


Valve Clatter ~ 3 ~ 
 

         January 2023 

 
 

 
  Christmas Party 2022 

By Nick Arrington 
 

I’m starting to realize that I’ve been in this club 
for almost 45 years and have seen the annual Christ-
mas Party held at a Chinese restaurant near Wood-
son High School – not far from  founding member’s 
Mike Galls’ former home – as well as at country 
clubs, members’ homes, and now P.J. Skidoos.  

I’ll never forget the year the party was held at 
Cliff and Sandra Green’s home, with their ’40 Woody 
adorned In Christmas lights. I think that picture 
made the cover of the V-8 Times national magazine. 
The party serves as a nice recap of the year’s activi-
ties and events of what I think is the best car club 
around – our NVRG Regional Group 96! This year’s 
party was another great event and, thanks again to 
Joe Freund for all his hard work.  

 

 
Emcee Bill Simons 

 
I remember one year at P. J. Skidoos I sat across 

from a member who lived in an adjoining state and 
who belonged to 2 local Regional EFV-8 clubs. When 
I asked him why he belonged to our club he said,  
”Because this club does stuff!” This club “does do 
stuff” and you could see it again this Christmas as 
younger members picked up older members who are 

no longer comfortable driving at night and brought 
them to our party. Other members delivered the 
Christmas meal to those who could not get out. I, as 
have many of you, answered the call when a mem-
ber needs help installing an engine or needs a help-
ing hand with something.  

In closing – if you are working on your New 
Year’s resolution list, please keep in mind to stay in-
volved with the club through volunteering for a com-
mittee, contributing to the Valve Clatter, recruiting a 
new member, or signing up a vendor to advertise in 
our newsletter. Keep up the good work and let’s 
make 2023 be a great year for our members and 
their fabulous flathead Fords. 
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December brought the gift of another new member-
family to our NVRG. Joe and Kim Scott live in Alexan-
dria, VA, and are the owners of a 1936 Ford Phae-
ton. Joe met Bill Simons, and they shared stories 
about their 1930s Early Ford V-8s (Bill has a 1934 Tu-
dor). On behalf of our NVRG family, here’s a big 
“New Year’s” welcome to the Scotts!  

 
 

 
 

 

In Memory of Steve Groves, who passed away     
December 9, 2022 
By Bill Simons 
 
 Sadly, Steve lost his long battle with cancer in mid-
December and our club lost a dedicated member 
and good friend to all of us who knew him. Steve 
was born on January 1, 1943, and liked to say that 
he was not the first born on that New Year’s Day.  

Steve grew up in NW DC and graduated from 
Western High School in 1961 before being drafted 
into the US Army. In the Army, Steve was assigned to 
the Old Guard at Arlington National Cemetery, 
where he officiated at funerals and, as he said, he 
became an expert in folding flags. As a young boy 
and through his teenage years, Steve was always cu-
rious as to how many household items worked; so 
he was always taking apart radios, toasters, and the 
like, that didn’t work, and then reassembling them in 
working condition. This talent was transferred to au-
tomobile mechanics when Steve was in high school 
and quickly moved into engine rebuilding and car 
racing. He also had a talent for making special pur-
pose tools that would make his mechanical work 
easier. Steve was employed many years by Boeing 
Corporation and was classified as a commercial 
plumber, but they soon discovered that Steve had 
other talents. When Boeing engineers decided they 
needed a part they would ask Steve to fabricate one 
from scratch and then the architects would use his 
model to create the specifications for production. 

As many of us in our club knew, Steve was an ex-
pert on 1949–1951 “Shoebox” Fords, and many club 
members benefited from his knowledge and gener-
osity. I will always be grateful to Steve for building 
the overdrive transmission in my ‘49 Woodie as I 
drive down the interstate at 65MPH!  
 

RIP Steve. 
 

 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME 

IN MEMORIAM 
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THIS MIGHT BE OF INTEREST… 

The next 2 articles are courtesy:  
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December Double Header  
By Nick Arrington 
 

On December 29, 2022, longtime childhood 
friend and club member Bob Sturm and I headed to 
PA to visit the AACA Museum in Hershey and then 
another 50 miles to the Classic Auto Mall in Morgan-
town, PA. I’ve never seen the museum decorated 
for Christmas and it didn’t disappoint us, with a vari-
ety of decorated trees – many with model train dis-
plays underneath them. Clem would have approved. 
I especially liked the hubcap tree. I’m a big fan of At-
lantic Oil & Gas collectibles and the mockup Atlantic 
station was all dolled up for the holidays with a rare 
dealer “Happy Holidays” poster, which probably 
dated back to the late ‘40s, hanging on the building. 
The present museum exhibit features race cars and 
hi-po rides with some very interesting vehicles, such 
as a factory ‘57 Vette race car sold new in Baltimore, 
MD, along with a variety of restored and vintage 
sprint, midget, and drag racers on display. The Car-
mack collection of Tuckers and all items related to 
Tucker always has some new items to see. It’s hard 
to believe that the whole collection was in our own 
backyard for years – tucked away in an old building 
in Old Town Alexandria and open by invitation only.  

 
 
 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVES: DON PAULY WRITINGS, 2 OF 3 

OUT AND ABOUT 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Valve Clatter ~ 12 ~ 
 

         January 2023 

 
 

  
We headed downstairs and took in the bus dis-

play which really made Bob smile, as his dad drove 
buses in Arlington, VA. Bob recognized some of the 
fare equipment, as he used to ride along with his fa-
ther on his route with a birdseye view of the opera-
tions. We then left for lunch at the Hershey Diner – 
not far from the Giant Center and before the turn-
pike. They had killer chicken corn soup. Again – Clem 
would have approved. From there we headed 50 
miles down the turnpike to the Classic Auto Mall. 
Most of you know this is a former full blown shop-
ping mall which is now full of cars. The receptionist 
told us a total of 900 cars are on consignment or dis-
play. In some parts of the mall, the cars were parked 
5 abreast side by side as far as the eye could see. We 
spent several hours there but could easily have 
spent the whole day. What follows is a list of some 
early V-8s we saw and noted were for sale. Enjoy the 
photos! 
 

• ‘34 Deluxe Roadster – older AACA Senior car – 
$126,900 

• ’36 4-Dr. Humpback Sedan – $29,900 

• ’40 2-Dr. Sedan – $23,500 

• ‘41 Super Deluxe Convertible – $36,900 

• ’41 Lincoln Continental Convertible – $40,500 

• ’50 convertible – AACA Senior – $52,900 

• ‘40 Ford Coupe Hot Rod – flathead power and 
Lincoln gears – $34,500 

• ‘40 Pickup – $48,500 
 

I recognized several of the vehicles still on the 
floor from when I passed through the mall about 6 
months ago. In my opinion, I saw a lot of Number 2 
and 3 cars with asking prices of a Number 1 condi-
tion. One must remember the mantra of the used 
car dealer: “You can always come down but you 
can’t go up.” 

I did see other makes and models which I felt 
were more competitively priced and 6 cars marked 
“sold.” They truly have something for everyone. 
Even a Bat Mobile car from one of the recent series. 
We left at 8:00 AM and got back at 7:00 PM. Not a 
bad way to spend a day. Happy New Year to all. 

 
 
 
 

 
’34 Roadster – asking $126K 

 

 
’35 Chevy Aussie Ute – Museum display – not for sale 

 

 
’35 Tudor – asking $31.5K 
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’36 4-door Humpback – asking $29.9K 

 
 

 
’40 20door Sedan – asking $23.5K 

 
 

 
’40 Pickup – asking $48.5K 

 
 

 
’41 Deluxe Convertible – asking $36.9K 

 
 

 
’41 Super Deluxe Convertible – asking $46.9K 

 
 

 
’52 Customline with auto – asking $32.5K 
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’57 Chevrolet Factory ‘Vette Race Car 

 

 
Assorted Sprint and Midget Racers 

 

 
Atlantic Seasons Greetings poster 

 

 
Atlantic Station 

 
 
 
 

 
Hubcap Christmas Tree 
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TECH TIP 
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Attention all NVRG members, 
 
As you may already know, NRVG in-person member-
ship meetings are back! With no in-person meeting 
since March 2020, and with 23 Zoom membership 
meetings in the interim, we will finally be able to 
once again gather in person, beginning with our Jan-
uary 2023 meeting. Also new is the location where 
our meetings will be held. A printable map and di-
rections are included in this issue of the Valve Clat-
ter (see previous page). Please note the parking in-
structions. 
 
Our monthly meetings will begin @ 7:30 PM (doors 
open at 7:00 PM) and will be held at: 
 
Fairfax City’s Green Acres Senior Center 
4401 Sideburn Road, Fairfax, VA 22030 
 
The topic for January's membership meeting is 
a Member Show-and-Tell. Every person will get the 
chance to show off an interesting, unusual, fun, or 
just a personal favorite object. It doesn’t have to be 
Ford related or even about cars – just something you 
think might be of interest to others or something 
that brings you joy. If you have multiple items, 
please bring them. The purpose is to share and have 
fun. If you would rather share something with a pic-
ture, just email it to me at least a few days before 
the meeting. (I will bring the projector and screen to 
the meeting.) There is already one item which will be 
described using pictures, as the item is too big to 
bring to the meeting.  
 
Gay Harrington kindly volunteered to bring refresh-
ments. Thanks, Gay! 

 
 

2023 ANNUAL NVRG MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 COLLECTION CONTINUES THROUGH 1-31-2023 

by Gay Harrington 

 
YES, WE WILL BE MEETING IN PERSON AGAIN IN 
FAIRFAX STARTING ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF 
JANUARY 2023. THE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN 
ROOM 114 OF GREEN ACRES AT 4401 SIDEBURN 
ROAD, FAIRFAX, VA.   
 
THANK YOU to the dozens of members who already 
paid their dues for 2023. If you haven’t had a chance 
to renew your membership yet, there’s still time! 
Please take a moment to renew, as we don’t want to 
lose anyone as a member.   
 
Here’s how to join or renew memberships: 
 
Annual dues for the Northern Virginia Regional 
Group (NVRG) are $25.00. Please make checks paya-
ble to Northern Virginia Regional Group (NVRG) and 
mail to:  
 
Northern Virginia Regional Group (NVRG)  
c/o Membership  
P.O. Box 1195  
Vienna, VA 22183 
 
If you prefer to pay your dues renewal via Zelle, 
please contact Treasurer Bill Simons at bsi-
mons@rustinsurance.com to arrange the payment.   
 
Status change? New address or phone, a vehicle to 
add or delete? Please contact me, Gay Harrington, 
so our membership rolls are up-to-date.   
 
THANKS ONE AND ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED IN-
TEREST IN AND SUPPORT OF OUR NVRG. Let’s get 
ourselves set for a very good New Year together!   
 

 

mailto:bsimons@rustinsurance.com
mailto:bsimons@rustinsurance.com
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NOTE: The “Automart” is maintained and updated by NVRG member Nick Arrington. If you have a submission, 
update, or correction, please contact Nick at nta1153@verizon.net. To be included in the upcoming issue, ads 
need to be submitted by the 18th of each month. **WANT AD GUIDELINES**: Ads expire after running six 
months. The expiration date (the issue in which the ad last runs) is listed at the end of each ad. Expiring ads may 
be extended another six months at the request of the ad submitter.

 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
 

1951 Mercury 2-door sedan (loc. CA): Original V-8 
engine, mileage unknown. Automatic transmission, 
good tires. Very good original style upholstery. Paint 
is very good with some minor chips. Original color, 
nice chrome, body very solid, no rust. $26,000 OBO. 
Contact Mike Sanders (selling the car for a friend). 
559-916-1934, phone call or text. (06/23) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Northern Virginia Regional Group     Automart   (Buy, Sell, Trade) 

mailto:nta1153@verizon.net
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1929 Brookville Body, Original ,1932 Ford Frame, 
59AB motor, 1940 Ford Rear. Most everything for a 
period hot rod build. Contact Mark Luposello, 703-
399-0999 or drspdracer@gmail.com. (04/23) 

 
1928 Model A Ford Tudor: New brakes installed by 
[The Ford Script] clubber Tommy Terko. Newly re-
built correct Zenith carburetor. Smooth running 
with strong compression. Recently flushed the cool-
ing system and magnafluxed the head. Gas tank 
flushed several times, but could use a more 
comprehensive cleaning. Fine interior appears origi-
nal. Garage kept; ran, drove, and stopped well be-
fore it was parked. Dan or Hope Danielson. Asking 
$12,500 OBO. Contact Dan Danielson at 703-819-
7250 or Mike Danielson at 540-550-1900. Clem 
Clement (clem.clement@cox.net) can answer ques-
tions regarding the work required.  (11/22) 

 
1939 Ford Deluxe Tudor: Excellent interior, exterior, 
Columbia Overdrive. This was Club Tech advisor Dan 
Krehbiel’s personal car for the last 10 years. Call Joe 
Valentino for more information. (02/23) 
 

 
 

 
 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR SALE 
 
 

Four slightly used black wall, all weather, radial 
tires, size 205/75 R 15. Perfect fit for a shoebox 
Ford. Production date: 31/21. Less than 600 miles 
on them. I recently traded them for white walls. 
Half price at $100 each. Bill Simons  202-734-2211 
bsimons@rustinsurance.com 
 

 
Thermoid Model TM Brake Shoe Relining Machine; 
Coates 2020 Tire Changer; stock manifolds torque 
tubes and more. Contact Mark Luposello, 703-399-
0999  or drspdracer@gmail.com. (06/23) 

 
Lots of V-8 parts: Mostly ‘30s stuff, esp. ‘35–‘36. 
Locks, gauges, spark plugs, motors, trans, rears, 
fenders, tools, literature, misc. Jim Crawford (EFV-
8-CA), 301-752-0955. (02/23) 
 

 
Four beautiful 1950 Ford Crestliner hubcaps: No 
road rash, dents, or dings. Only need some touch up 
on the black painted circles and Ford name. Polish-
ing would make them show quality. Perfect for a 
nice driver car as they are. Your price $250 plus 
shipping for all four. Otey Pemberton, Henrico; 
(804) 261-6646 or oteypemberton@gmail.com.  
(05/23) 
 

 
 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES WANTED 
 
Pair of high and low Ford 1937 horns. Please con-
tact club member Jim Eberly at 301-876-3315. 
(05/23)  

mailto:drspdracer@gmail.com
mailto:clem.clement@cox.net
mailto:bsimons@rustinsurance.com
mailto:drspdracer@gmail.com
mailto:oteypemberton@gmail.com
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NVRG 2023 
Events Calendar  

 
 

January  

10 Membership Meeting – 7:30 PM. Program: Show and Tell; Presenter: Membership.  
**Meeting to be held in person at Green Acres Center in Fairfax** See page 23 for directions. 

11 Caffeine Double Clutch Breakfast – Fair Oaks Silver Diner at 9 AM. Questions? Contact Ken 
Burns at helenandken@verizon.net or Wayne Chadderton at wjchad@gmail.com. 

18 VC Submission Deadline – For articles/photos/want/sell/calendar to content coordinators. 

31 NVRG Board of Directors Meeting – 7:30 PM – Via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. 

February  

8 Caffeine Double Clutch Breakfast – Fair Oaks Silver Diner at 9 AM. Questions? Contact Ken 
Burns at helenandken@verizon.net or Wayne Chadderton at wjchad@gmail.com. 

14 Membership Meeting – 7:30 PM. Program: Movie Night – Ford v. Ferrari; Presenter: NVRG.   

18 VC Submission Deadline – For articles/photos/want/sell/calendar to content coordinators. 

28 NVRG Board of Directors Meeting – 7:30 PM – Via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. 

March  

8 Caffeine Double Clutch Breakfast – Fair Oaks Silver Diner at 9 AM. Questions? Contact Ken 
Burns at helenandken@verizon.net or Wayne Chadderton at wjchad@gmail.com. 

14 Membership Meeting – 7:30 PM. Program: Computer Safety; Presenter: Milford Sprecher  

18 VC Submission Deadline – For articles/photos/want/sell/calendar to content coordinators. 

31 NVRG Board of Directors Meeting – 7:30 PM – Via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Looking Ahead! 

 

 January 10 – Return to in-person monthly membership 
meetings 

 

Valve Clatter Content Coordinators 

SECTION COORDINATOR EMAIL 

President's Message John Ryan john@ryanweb.com 

Monthly Meeting Report Dave Gunnarson gunnarson@verizon.net 

Tour Report Hank DuBois handcdubois@verizon.net 

Event Calendar Nick Arrington nta1153@verizon.net 

Want Ads Nick Arrington nta1153@verizon.net 

Membership and Dues Report Gay Harrington hahsuj@gmail.com 

Restoration Reports Ken Burns helenandken@verizon.net 

Tech Articles Cliff Green dcliftongreen@gmail.com 
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When patronizing our advertisers, tell them you saw their ad in the Valve Clatter newsletter! 
 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

  

  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

  Regional Group 96 
  Early Ford V-8 Club 

  Post Office Box 1195 
  Vienna, Virginia 22183 

 

NVRG Car of the Month  
Colin Spong – 1949 Ford 4-door Sedan 

 


