Northern
Virginia

WWW.NVIg.org

Volume XLVII, No. 2, February 2025 Editors: Nick Arrington & Sara Karnish

January Meeting:
The Isle of Man and the Isle of Man Car Museum
By Hank DuBois
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January’s membership meeting program was definitely different and dealt primarily with the exploration
of a little-known part of the British Isles and its interesting and unusual car/vehicle museum. Bill Potter and Pa-
tricia Smith shared highlights of a celebrity cruise of the British Isles they took last summer with Chris Plante,
well-known conservative radio talk show host. The 10-day cruise began in Amsterdam, Netherlands, ended in
Southampton, England, and covered eight stops in the British Isles including a non-scheduled but most welcome
and enjoyable stop on the Isle of Man.

(cont’d on p. 3)




@ Front with the Prescdend
Felruary 2025

President’s Message—February 2025

| recall that January 2024 was a bit cold and snowy, but as is so often the case here, warm weather soon fol-
lowed the cold and quickly melted everything. I've been waiting for three weeks for the traditional quick warmup.
The last week of the month finally delivered some warm days. However, what remains is the “psychological freeze”
of those early-month daytime 20s and nighttime single digits. And snow is still here as | write this.

As many of you know, NVRG member Dave Gunnarson has been elected President of the national Early Ford
V8 Club. Dave took over as director of the Northeast Region when that position became vacant in mid-2024. As a
regional director, Dave was eligible for the top job and was elected by the EFV8 Board of Directors. | believe Dave
will move club operations in a very positive direction. Congratulations Dave!

The deadline for renewing memberships was January 31. However, at month’s end, only about 50% of dues-
paying members had renewed. Each year, our intrepid membership chair, Gay Harrington, contacts members who
haven’t renewed. Let’'s make her job a little less taxing this year by sending her a check right away.

Early in the year, your Board of Directors and committee chairs would like to hear your ideas for events and
activities for the year. Of course, we value your suggestions at any time of the year, but we have most flexibility to
adopt your ideas now. Please contact a Board member or committee chair. Fresh ideas are always welcome.

Due to a scheduling problem, our February membership meeting will be held on Tuesday February 18", the
third Tuesday of the month. We'll also be back to our usual meeting location, the Green Acres Senior Center in Fair-
fax. Joe Rouge will be explaining the creation of the new Space Force and a story about Rolls Royce. | look forward
to seeing you at the meeting.

Best V-8 wishes to everyone,

Hotin

2024 NVRG Officers and Terms ‘ 2022 Directors and Terms Committee Members
President — John Ryan (2023 & 24) Membership — Gay Harrington (2024-25) Fairfax Show — Dave Westrate
Vice President —Joe Freund (2024-25) Programs, Refreshments — Dave Gunnarson (2023-24) Tours Chair — Hank Dubois
Secretary — Nick Arrington (2023 & 24) Webmaster — Rusty Rentsch (2024-25) Property — David Skiles
Treasurer — Bill Simons (2024-25) Sunshine — Keith Randall (2023-24) At-large — Jim LaBaugh
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(cont’d from p. 1)

Before getting into the details of their cruise
stop at the Isle of Man, Bill provided us with a little
background on the geographical area covered by the
cruise, a bit of ancient history of the area, some ob-
servations concerning the ancient church and castle
ruins which are prevalent in the British Isles, and a
review of their tour of the cruise departure city, Am-
sterdam.

The British Isles, which consist of England,
Scotland, Ireland, Wales and the tiny Isle of Man, are
in the North Atlantic, which subjects them to unpre-
dictable weather, particularly in the winter. Canaan-
ites from the eastern Mediterranean cradle of civili-
zation are credited with discovering the present-day
British Isles between four and five thousand years
ago. These first explorers left no inscribed artifacts
so very little is known about them except what can
be gleaned from their stone ruins. Bill showed us
several pictures of the ruins at a prehistoric Canaan-
ite site near Cornwall, England that he and Patricia
visited on the last day of their cruise. One of the pic-
tures had a large mortar and pestle in the fore-
ground, which provided us with some idea of just
how primitive life was back then.

e £
Prehistoric Canaanite ruins

Bill then talked about the numerous
churches and castles that they visited during their
shore excursions. He pointed out that “new”
churches in Europe were built in the 1700’s while
“old” churches (and castles) date from much earlier
(e.g., the 1100’s) and were constructed almost en-
tirely of hand-chiseled stone, with only the roof and
floors made of wood. Almost every castle they vis-
ited was missing the roof which was either burned
during a siege or slowly rotted away over the centu-
ries. However, the castle’s perfectly fitted stone
walls remain virtually unscathed.

Castle ruins

Bill then described how the staircases in me-
dieval castles were tightly wound spiral stone affairs
located in the corners of the castle. This setup was
designed to prevent enemy troops from accessing
the upper floors of the castle once they had
breached the lower floor. The castle guards would
slay the first waves of invading troops in the stair-
ways from above and the corpses would pile up
blocking the further advance of invaders—grisly, but
effective!

Bill's review of their tour of Amsterdam at
the start of their cruise came next, and it was inter-
esting and informative, to say the least! Cannabis-
based soft drugs are legal and available in coffee
shops, and sex workers ply their trade via windows
in the city’s red-light district, which is quite expan-
sive and clearly marked by red lights within and
around its perimeter.
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These lights are installed and maintained by
the city. Amsterdam, unlike most cities, is openly tol-
erant of these “attractions”. Bill shared a couple of
interesting photos they took on an evening walk

around the red-light district.
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Lights around Amsterdam’s Red-Light District

They also took a cruise that traversed part of
the 46 miles of interconnected canals that run
throughout the city, explored a couple of the many
windmills in the area, tried on some wooden shoes
and visited the city’s famous Rijksmuseum of art.

Bill was especially taken by a large windmill that had
a working sawmill at its base.

e

Working sawmill inside of a windmill

Bill and Patricia’s unscheduled visit to the
Isle of Man, the focus of the night’s program, was
next and they led off with some geographical, histor-
ical, and fun facts about the island. The island is
about 30 mi. long and about 10 mi. wide, has a rug-
ged coastline and lush green summer landscapes,
and is in the middle of the Irish Sea between North-
ern Ireland and England.

NORTHERN
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Isle of Man

The island is the homeland of the Manx peo-
ple, a Gaelic ethnic group, and is a British crown pos-
session (since 1828) that is self-governing, so it’s
technically not a separate part of the UK. This status
makes it an often-used tax haven for the British. The
Isle of Man flag is the Triskelion, an unusual looking
3-legged ancient Celtic symbol, which can be traced
back to a Scottish Earl who ruled the island in the
1300’s. Today, it is known by locals as the “Three
Leg”, symbolic of their resilience since it’s always
able to land on its feet!
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Some other fun facts about the Isle of Man:

e It was the first place in the world to give women
the vote in 1881.

e |tis home to the world’s largest working water
wheel which was built in 1854 and is 72 % ft. in
diameter and 6 ft. wide.

57

World’s Iargést working water wheel

e At Halloween, Isle of Man children carve turnips
instead of pumpkins.

e It's home to the Manx cat, a distinctive tailless
breed.

e Until very recently, there were no McDonalds on
the island; now there’s one.

e From the top of its only mountain, you can see
what locals refer to as the Seven Kingdoms: the
island itself, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales,
Heaven and the sea!

e The city of Douglas on the island is the birth-
place and early childhood home of brothers
Barry, Robin and Maurice Gibb, the Bee Gees
singing group. Even though the Gibb family
moved to Manchester, England in 1955 before
migrating to Australia in 1958, the brothers re-
mained fond of their childhood home.

A commemorative plaque marks their childhood
home and a statue of the group standing on a gran-
ite record has been erected on the city of Douglas
seafront. Patricia is a longtime fan of the Bee Gees
and provided us with some interesting additional de-
tails about this popular group that performed all
over the world.

Bee Gees statue

Upon arriving on the Isle of Man, Bill and Pa-
tricia took a bus tour of the island and then a one-
hour steam railway ride on the longest narrow
gauge steam line in the UK which operates on the is-
land. The line was opened in 1873 and runs through
the island’s countryside using the line’s original loco-
motives and carriages. Patricia described their ride
from Port Erin to the Capital City of Douglas as cozy,
comfortable, and a joy.
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Isle of Man steam railway

After the railway ride, Bill and Patricia
(mostly Bill) decided to deviate from the “officia
tour schedule and visit the Isle of Man Motor Mu-
seum on their own and take their chances on catch-
ing up with the rest of the cruise folks before their
ship departed. The museum is privately owned and
its owner, though having a penchant for hearses and
flower wagons, also has a very large collection of
other vintage vehicles, and a huge collection of vin-
tage motorcycles, many of which have raced in the
Isle of Man’s International Tourist Trophy (TT) Race.
This annual race, which dates back to 1911, is run on
a 38-mile course over the central part of the island.
Speeds and E.T.’s in recent races are pretty amazing
with the current record being just over 17 minutes
to cover the 38-mile course at an average speed of
over 138 MPH and top speeds of over 200 MPH on
the straightaways!

III

Ramsey

Douglas

Castletown
TT race course

Arecent TT race

Being a motorcycle guy all his life (he had his
first motorcycle ride at the age of two weeks in his
father Buzzy’s Harley sidecar), Bill knew about the
Isle of Man’s TT Race but, until recently, had no idea
just where in the world it was and that there was a
museum nearby. So, visiting the museum and see-
ing the vintage motorcycles associated with the is-
land’s famous TT Race was a no brainer for him.

Bill showed us over 50 photos that he took
of museum vehicles/motorcycles providing detailed
descriptions as needed (especially of the motorcy-
cle-related ones). As indicated earlier, this was a ra-
ther different museum in that it had a number of fu-
neral coaches and flower wagons, but it also had
some other unusual vehicles like a number of
land/water vehicles, European 3-wheeled mini cars,
really large vehicles like a Greyhound Scenicruiser
bus and a large early vintage fire ladder truck, and,
of course, hundreds of motorcycles.
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Here’s a small sample of the museum’s col-

lection that Bill shared with us:

Aquada amphibious car capable of 100 MPH on land &

30 MPH on water

2011 Peel—world’s smallest car

I ‘
%
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Cutaway 1930’s 28 cyl. Pratt & Whitney aircraft engine

Allin all, this was a most interesting, enter-
taining and different program enjoyed by all and
that carried us right up to the time that our meeting
venue, Fairfax City Library, was closing. Special
thanks to Bill and Patricia for all of their time and ef-
fort in putting this program together and presenting
it to us. Many thanks also to Bob Vignola for provid-
ing the refreshments for the evening. The variety of
gourmet cookies (especially the chocolate ones) that
Bob provided really hit the spot!
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OUT AND ABOUT

A Vintage A-V Build—Vol. 1: Parts Are Falling Off!
By Chris Elenbaum (Col., Ret., USAF)

Esteemed V-8 Ford caretakers, welcome to
my new series of updates about the AV-8 project
that | fearlessly stepped into just a few short months
ago. After several trips around the club to see the
excellent projects that several of our members are
working on, | felt confident that | could take on a
Model A V-8 conversion, which includes quite a bit
of fabrication work. OK, maybe there’s a little fear,
but | know that the combined knowledge of this club
will get me through the tough problems.

Last month, | reported on the purchase of
the 1931 Model A from Dave Henderson, who lov-
ingly worked on the restoration for many years. As |
began some light disassembly, | discovered that the
restoration was still a work in progress with body
parts fitment still in progress, which means that
nothing was quite torqued down yet. As | began to
remove fenders and running boards, the process
moved along quite rapidly because the parts were
nearly falling right off. It was the easiest disassembly
ever and gave some instant gratification! But don’t
worry, | did not drop anything on my toes in the pro-
cess.

As | take on this project, one of my biggest
laments is that | only have a 2-car garage to work in,
S0 space management is a real challenge with an-
other classic sitting in there too. So, | hatched a plan
to go vertical. And on one lovely Saturday morning,
my son Hayden helped me to construct a wooden
rack to hold the body up. Using surplus wood from
the shed, we constructed a frame to support the
body but also allow the chassis to roll out from un-
der it and straight out onto the driveway for plenty
of working space. This solution also addresses my
homeowner’s association restrictions on cars sitting
outside that are not roadworthy. | can simply roll the
chassis in and out anytime now. The only drawback
to this however is the weather. Wow, has it been
cold already this winter! I've been out there with the
warm Carhartt coat and heavy gloves on.

While all that construction was going on, |
had acquired another V-8 motor from club member
Nick Arrington. It was partially disassembled, and its
condition largely unexamined.

| brought it home and mounted it on my
stand for disassembly and discovered that it is a 91A
block from 1939. It was previously bored .040 over—
no problem there because it’s going to get bored out
even more to its safest max standard size. The next
step was cleaning and magnaflux testing. So, |
loaded it up on the back of Uncle Raeman, the "39
Ford Pickup truck which just happens to have a simi-
lar vintage V-8 in it, and | hauled it out to Evan at
Classic Motors and Machine in Leesburg. Evan’s
crew went to work and reported out the good
news...and the bad. I've got a good block! But...the
crank is now scrap metal. The thrust bearing was ter-
ribly worn out. So, if you have a crank you want to
part with, please let me know (main journals 2.499
inches, rod journals 1.999, little thrust bearing wear,
single oil hole on each rod journal). The block is back
home now and awaiting my die grinder for some
porting work.

The latest fabrication project this month was
to improve my engine stand. | acquired the stand
from Kevin, an amateur sprint car racer—and a Boe-
ing space satellite assembly quality engineer—out in
California many years ago. As he was retiring from
the sport, he gifted the stand to me for a small block
chevy build for my 65 ‘vette. The problem with the
stand though is that it’s a tripod design—too easy to
tip over and not supportive in the right way for an
integrated bell housing flathead. So, | welded on a
front cross member and installed four new steel
casters. And as of this writing, I'm fabricating a side-
mount bracket that mounts to the exhaust manifold.
That Novalabs maker space membership is going to
come in real handy!

As | work towards finishing up the engine
stand, I've been carefully inspecting the original high
detailed drawings of the ‘32 Ford K-member that |
requested through the Benson Ford Research Cen-
ter. | also borrowed an actual K-member from club
member John Ryan.

From these products as a starting point, |
plan to fabricate a new cross member. Although, this
does require quite a bit of design modification and
some special mods to accommodate a different pe-
dal and master cylinder arrangement. Additionally,
the original cross member was stamped in a very
large die that would likely have required a 500-
1,000-ton press.
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Since | don’t have one of those lying around
or the S500K to build a new die, I've got to redesign
it for a one-time build process using simple metal
shop tooling. Others have done this before me, like
Vern Tardel. So, why not just buy one of those?
Well, sure, | could do that, but that’s just too easy,
too expensive, and too fancy for the post-war home-
built theme of this car. And | like a good challenge,
and | could use the welding practice.

Until next month, be sure to tune your gen-
erator output amps, gang!

February 2025 NVRG Membership Meeting
The Space Force and a Rolls-Royce Story

Our February membership meeting program
features Joe Rouge, a Principal in the formation of
the United States Space Force. He will provide us
background information about the Space Force
creation and mission along with a discussion of
today's threats.

He is also a car guy and owns a 1975 Rolls Royce
with an interesting history. He will tell us about its
first owner and provide photos and background
information on the Rolls’ build.

Meeting Information
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2025
Time: Doors open at 7:00 PM, meeting starts at 7:30
PM
Location: Green Acres Community Center in
downtown Fairfax

Please note: We were unable to secure our planned
meeting date of February 11 at Green Acres.
Instead, the February meeting will be held at Green
Acres one week later—Tuesday, February 18.
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TECH TIP

Maintenance Procedures: Engine Tune Up
From the 1949-50-51 Ford Passenger Car Shop Man-
ual—Ford Division, Ford Motor Company

An engine tune-up operation is intended to restore an
engine to normal operating condition. It is a corrective
procedure and not merely a checking procedure. Only
parts and units influencing engine performance are cori-
sidered when tuning an engine. This includes cylinder
compression, ignition system, fuel system, engine vacuum,
and combustion ‘analysis. The procedure is made in
steps which are listed below wunder: headings which
describe the nature of the test or corrective measure.

(a) Test CYLINDER COMPRESSION. Operate the
engine until normal operating temperature is reached.
Rewmove all spark plugs. Set the throttle to the wide
open position and leave it open for this test. Test the
compression of each cylinder i

The compression of all cylinders should be uniform
within ten pounds. The cylinder compression tolerance is
plus or minus 1€ p.s.i. at the altitudes given below.

Engine ’
Altitudes (fect)  SeaLevel 1000 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000
Compression (p.si.) 120 114 111 103 94 85 78

A reading of more than ten pounds above normal indi-
cates carbon or lead deposits in cylinder.

A reading below normal indicates leakage at the rings,
valves, or gasket. .

Leakage must be eliminated and deposits of lead or
carbon must be removed to bring compression within the
ten pound limit before tune-up is resumed.

(b) TiIGHTEN CYLINDER HEAD AND MANIFOLD. Com-
pression leaks may be stopped by tightening cylinder
head nuts or bolts -providing the heads are
not warped and the head gasket is in good condition.
Tighten cylinder head bolts to 65-70 foot pounds torque,

and head nuts to 50-55 foot pounds torque. Tighten the
intake and exhaust manifold bolts and nuts to 25-30 foot
pounds torque.

(c) CLEAN, ADJUST, AND INSTALL SPARK PLUGS.
Sandblast the spark plugs, wipe the porcelain clean,
file the electrode tips lightly and adjust the spark gap
(0.029-0.032 inch). Test the plugs in an approved spark
plug tester. Replace any plugs that have broken or
chipped porcelain, badly burned electrodes or do not
check satisfactorily on tester. Install spark plugs with
new spark plug gaskets and tighten to 24-30 foot-pounds.

(d) CLEAN AND INSPECT BATTERY CABLES. Remove
cables from battery. Clean battery terminals and cable
connectors. Inspect battery case for cracks and leaks.
Replace deteriorated connectors and cables with worn
insulation. After connecting cables to the battery, cover
the terminals and connectors with a film of petrolatum
to retard further corrosion.

(e) TesT BATTERY. Check the battery (fig. 3) and
recharge or replace if necessary to insure dependable
service.

(f) TesT DISTRIBUTOR. Test the distributor vacuum
advance on the distributor stroboscope and
make adjustments, repairs, or replacements as required.
On new distributor points set the gap on the 8-cylinder
distributors at 0.014 to 0.016 inches and on the
6-cylinder distributors at 0.024 to 0.026 inches.

After the distributor points are worn in, a dwell indi-
cator can be used to set the points at 58 to 63 percent
dwell.

"(g) TiME IGNITION. Disconnect the vacuum line
between distributor and carburetor to eliminate the
possibility of any vacuum advance. Start the engine and
operate it at idle speed. Check timing with a timing
light and make the necessary adjustments to
align the pointer and the timing mark. Connect the dis-
tributor vacuum line after completing the adjustment.

(h) CLEAN AND INSPECT THE DISTRIBUTOR CaAP.
Clean and inspect the distributor cap for cracks or other
damage. Terminal housing sockets should be free from
carbon deposits.

(i) CHECK IGNITION PRIMARY CIRCUIT AMPERAGE.
Check the primary circuit amperage with a Diagnosis
Test set. The amperage draw with engine stopped should
be 5 to 5.5 amps and with engine at idle speed the amper-
age. draw should be 2.75 to 3.0 amps. Inspect the wires
visﬁnlly for faulty insulation and poor connections. If
the amperage is not within limits repair or replace wiring
in the primary circuit.

(i) Test SPARK INTENSITY. Determine if the spark
from each spark plug wire will jump a 14 kilovolt gap
setting by using a sparkmeter as shown in fig. 6.

s

Fig. 3—Checking Battery

If the spark is unsatisfactory at all spark plugs, trou-
ble exists in the coil, condenser, rotor, internally in the
distributor, or the external primary circuit.

If the spark is unsatisfactory at some but not all of the
spark plug wires, the trouble is in the wire itself, the wir
is not seated in the housing socket or the terminal hous-
ing is shorted. . .

A quick check on spark intensity can be made with
the engine idling. Disconnect one spark plug lead at =
time and hold it 3/16 inch from the cylinder head. If the
spark jumps this gap regularly, it is satisfactory |

(k) TestT ENGINE VACUUM. Check the engine mani-
fold vacuum at idle speed (fig. 7).

If the vacuum is lower than normal (18 to 21 inches
Hg), check for leakage at the vacuum lines and intake
manifold. Check carburetor idle adjustment.

If the vacuum is still below normal or is erratic, it is an
indication of bad rings, sticky valves, weak valve springs,
or leaking gaskets.
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(1) Test FueL PumpP PRESSURE. Check the fuel
pump pressure as shown in fig. 8. If the pressure is not.
within 4 to 5 p.s.i. for 6-cylinder engines and 3.5 to 4.5
for 8-cylinder engines, replace or repair the pump.

(m) TesT FUEL PuMmp VacuumM. Check the fuel pump
vacuum (fig. 8). If the vacuum is below 10 inches Hg
or if the vacuum drops rapidly when the engine is
stopped. it is necessary to replace or repair the pump.

(n) INspecT AND CLEAN FUEL PumpP. Remove the
fuel pump bowl and clean the screen. Clean out sedi-
ment bowl and reinstall, using a new gasket. .

(o) CLEAN CARBURETOR. Disassemble and clean the

carburetor and throttle body.
NOTE: The upper idle discharge hole is continually
exposed 1o manifold pressure when carbon deposits
form on the throttle body and prevcnl the throtile
plate frem closing.

Use a gauge to set the ﬂoat lever (1.322-1.353 mchec)
as shown in fig. 9. Reassemble carburetor and install.

(p) CLEAN AR CLEANER. Clean the air cleaner,
remove obstructions, and reinstall. If the air cleaner is
the oil bath type, refill to indicated level with engine oil.

. (q) ApjusT CARBURETOR IDLE. Connect vacuum

gauge and correct any leaks at intake manifold, wind-
shield wiper, or distributor lines. Set the idle speed at
475 to 500 r.p.m. (425 r.p.m. on cars equipped with
automatic transmission). Set the idle fuel adjustment to
the point of highest engine r.p.m. Reset the idle speed
if required.

NOTE: If the mixture is too rich when the idle fuel
adjustment is all the way in, either the throttle body is
dirty or the idle adjustment screw is-not seating.
(r) ANALYZE ENGINE COMBUSTION. Test the engine

fuel-air ratio and acceleration pump operation with an
engine combustion analyzer.

" (s) Roap TEST. Road test the vehicle as a final
check on the work performed.

The 1950

UIFT IGNITION WIRE CLEAR WITH CLAMP
AND DETERMINE MAXIMUM SPARK AVAIABLE

GAP ADJUSTMENT
CALIBRATED IN KILOVOLTS

GROUND LEAD
; CONNECTED TO ENGINE 1127
Fig. 6—Checking Spark intensity

Fig. 7—Checking Manifold Vacuum

PRESSURE SCALE 0 TO 5 POUNDS PER SQUARE INCH

VACUUM SCALE
0 TO 30" MERCURY

B

FUEL PUMP TO GAS TA:%!'I
Fig. 8—Fuel Pump Pressure ond Vacuum Test

PRESSURE SCALE 0 TO 5 POUNDS PER SQUARE INCH

VACUUM SCALE
0 TO 30" MERCURY . HOSE

FUEL LI
FUEL PUMP TO GAS TANK
na2

Fig. 8—Fuel Pump Pressure ond Vacuum Test

Float Position Gauge
6-Cylinder and V-8

1122

Fig. 9—Checking Corbwotor Float Level
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NOTE: The Automart is maintained and updated by NVRG member Nick Arrington. If you have a submission, up-
date, or correction, please contact Nick at ntall53@verizon.net. To be included in the upcoming issue, ads need
to be submitted by the 18™ of each month. **WANT AD GUIDELINES**: Ads expire after running six months.
The expiration date (the issue in which the ad last runs) is listed at the end of each ad. Expiring ads may be ex-
tended another six months at the request of the ad submitter.

1950 Ford 2dr stock body restored with

skirts, white and red interior, paint colonial white,
VEHICLES FOR SALE engine has 2 Stromberg 97's, offy heads, reds_head-
2 ers and dual exhaust, 12-volt solid state ignition, al-
ternator. Extra gauges for water temp and amps
plus Tach Radial tires, runs cool. Call or text Bob
Belsley, 571-437-8401; bsbels-

ley@aol.com. $21,000. (6/24)

. )

136 Ford Windovoupc for Sale

e Museum quality
e Third owner
e Asking $40,000 or best offer

Call Bob Miller at 847-651-7207 or by email at
roberthmiller2@comcast.net for more info.
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1929 Ford roadster steel body by Brookville. New
condition, never installed. $6500.00. Mark Lupo-
sello, 703-399-0999. Please leave message.

1954 Ford Crestline Skyliner, a 2-door hardtop body
with an integrated acrylic glass panel over the front
seating area. This Skyliner was only produced in
1954 and just over 13,000 were sold. It has very nice
paint and chrome. Has a dealer showroom, see-
through, panel in the hood to show off the new for
1954 239ci Y-block overhead valve V8, (1 of 177
known to exist), and fabulous chrome through-

out. Also comes with a solid hood and full 1954
wheel covers (driver condition). Two tone exterior,
white and Killarney Green, and a perfectly restored
239ci Y-block, V8 under the see-through hood which
is an excellent complement to the acrylic roof. On
consignment, at the Classic Auto Mall in Morgan-
town, PA https://www.classicautomall.com/vehi-
cles/5558/1954-ford-crestline-skyliner. Questions,
contact Rusty Rentsch at 703-209-4359.

Seeking skilled mechanic to help owner repair and
maintain various antique foreign and domestic vehi-
cles from 1941 to 1972. All vehicles garaged in cli-
mate controlled environment. Work 4 to 6 hours
per month after initial assessment. Hourly rate
based on mechanical experience and capability.
Contact Joe at 703-627-1533 or by

email: joefreund@verizon.net

Yartwe Elatter

~13 ~

fe/nva 2025



https://www.classicautomall.com/vehicles/5558/1954-ford-crestline-skyliner
https://www.classicautomall.com/vehicles/5558/1954-ford-crestline-skyliner
mailto:joefreund@verizon.net

=
PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR SALE

'35 & '36 Gauges, locks, Champion Plugs, handles,
fenders, bumpers, engine parts, wheels, radio,
headlights, 5W Coupe doors, touring trunk lid, radi-
ator, gas tank, WS frame, tools, V8 Times back is-
sues. Gauges & locks for many years. '41 NOS F
Fenders (top), pair $350. 38 NOS RF Fender, Stand-
ard $350. ’38 Radiator (nice, no leaks) $150, Jim
Crawford, 301-752-0955. (05/24)

=
Books and Judging Manuals. Ford Parts & Accesso-
ries “Green” Book; older version 1932 Ford Judging
& Restoration Guide; 1940 Ford Restoration Book;
1949-51 Ford Restoration Book. Make an offer. Call
Bill Selley, 571-239-7570. (01/24)

’32-‘34 Inside Door Handles and Window Crank
Handles: Inside door handles and window crank
handles (standard and deluxe versions) and match-
ing escutcheons for ‘32 cars, ‘32 commercial and
trucks, ‘33—34 cars (including commercial and
trucks up to ‘37). All new, unused, excellent Drake
reproductions in original packaging. John Ryan at
john@ryanweb.com or 240-271-4097. (08/23)

‘32 Headlamp Reflectors: Both Standard (2 bulbs)
and Deluxe (1 bulb) versions available. These are
new Drake reproduction original-type reflectors in
original sealed packages and not currently available
from the major commercial vendors. John Ryan at
john@ryanweb.com or 240-271-4097. (08/23)

Four slightly used black wall, all weather, radial
tires, size 205/75 R 15. Perfect fit for a shoebox
Ford. Production date: 31/21. Less than 600 miles
on them. | recently traded them for white walls.
Half price at $100 each. Bill Simons, 202-734-2211,
bsimons@rustinsurance.com. (07/23)

E o 3
1941 Ford Coupe dashboard -mostly complete Nice
condition, original faux wood paint, very faded.
1923-25 Ford turtle deck with key. Solid, very
good condition. Call or text Mark Luposello, 703-
399-0999. Please leave message (12/24)

Pair of rechromed 1950 parking light housings. Like

new. Asking $485 for the pair. Contact Bob Belsley
571-437-8401 or bsbelsley@aol.com. (11/24)
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February
12 Caffeine Double Clutch Breakfast—Fair Oaks Silver Diner at 9:30 AM. Questions? Contact
Wayne Chadderton at wichad@gmail.com.
18 Membership Meeting—7:30 PM. Location: Green Acres Center. Program: Space Force Crea-
tion and Rolls Royce Story. Presenter: Joe Rouge. *Note date change for February only*
18 VC Submission Deadline-- For articles/photos/want/sell calendar to content coordinators.
25 NVRG Board of Directors Meeting—7:30 PM via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.
March
11 Membership Meeting—7:30 PM. Location: Green Acres Center. Program: Glenn L. Curtis Mu-
seum. Presenter: Nick Arrington
12 Caffeine Double Clutch Breakfast—Fair Oaks Silver Diner at 9:30 AM. Questions? Contact
Wayne Chadderton at wichad@gmail.com.
18 VC Submission Deadline—For articles/photos/want/sell calendar to content coordinators.
28 NVRG Board of Directors Meeting—7:30 PM via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.
April
8 Membership Meeting—7:30 p.m. Location: Green Acres Center. Program: Restoration Up-
dates. Presenters: Dave Gunnarson, Hank DuBois, John Ryan, Rick Lukens
9 Caffeine Double Clutch Breakfast—Fair Oaks Silver Diner at 9:30 AM. Questions? Contact
Wayne Chadderton at wichad@gmail.com
18 VC Submission Deadline-- For articles/photos/want/sell calendar to content coordinators.
29 NVRG Board of Directors Meeting—7:30 PM via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.
SECTION COORDINATOR EMAIL
President's Message John Ryan john@ryanweb.com
Monthly Meeting Report Dave Gunnarson gunnarson@verizon.net
Tour Report Hank DuBois handcdubois@verizon.net

Event Calendar

Nick Arrington

ntall53@verizon.net

Want Ads

Nick Arrington

ntall53@verizon.net

Membership and Dues Report

Gay Harrington

hahsuj@gmail.com

Restoration Reports

Nick Arrington

Ntall53@verizon.net

Tech Articles

Cliff Green

dcliftongreen@gmail.com
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When patronizing our advertisers, tell them you saw their ad in the Valve Clatter newsletter!

Rusty Rentsch

CERTIFIED AGENT

703-209-4359
Rusty.Rentsch@autoappraisal.com
Northern Virginia to Frederick Maryland

Auto Appraisal Group Inc.
Toll Free 800-848-2886 Fax 888-575-9319 www.autoappraisal.com

Auto Appraisal Group Inc.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
AUTO REPAIR EXPERTS!

Enjoy Transparency & Accountability

CRAFTSMAN with our Digital Health Inspection &

Show'n Tell Service™. Only at Craftsman.
~
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CraftsmanAutoCare.com | 833-CRAFTSI1

-

7 Locations!

14510 Lee Road
703-646-8260

7001A Manchester Blvd 43320 Junction Plz
703-719-7606 571-564-2070

11611 Lee Highway 1387 Chain Bridge Rd
703-272-3216 703-356-7730

2733 Merrilee Drive 21180 Potomac View Rd
703-646-8270 703-794-5300

833 - CRAFTS1 | www.CraftsmanAutoCare.com
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AUTO CLINIC

(703) 481-6300
106 OAKGROVE RD., UNIT J. | STERLING, VA
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PT Auto Experts

Your one stop shop for all your automotive needs

Tony Muller

OWNER
340 Mill Street NE
Vienna Va 22180
703-281-7506
ptautoexperts.com

ptautoexperts(@aol.com
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FIRST CLASS MAIL

Regional Group 96
Early Ford V-8 Club
Post Office Box 1195
Vienna, Virginia 22183



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6OS_ItMGpc

